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A PROBLEM 0F MISIONS

The deep iîîtcrcst takcn iii missions and
miission work by the studcnts of our col -
lcges is a most hopeful sign of the rimes.

The many who stand ready, at the caîl
of the church, to go forth ta the regions
beyond to do work for the Master is cer-
tainly encouraging ta ail interested iii the
spread of the Kingdom of God. That
the cause of Christ is nat gctting its Fliare
of the wo »rld's wealth is certain, and ineeds
no fuller demonstration than whiat is
everywherc tc' be found more or lcss on
the surface of life.

Hard times are evcrywhiere spoken af
as the cause of depleted illissianairy
treasurics, aild I doubt flot that --o some
extent that is truc. Yet, if a hundred
thousand dollars is needcd for some grcat
projcct, the end of whichi is the moral
degradation of the multitudc-such as a
chanipionship prizc fighit-it is -.ot !ack-
ing, and while millions of earth*s sons are
without the gospel of life, God is rfobbed,
and thcy are leit without the liglit of Uic
Gospel, flot for lack of open doors to
enter in nt, ilor for Iack of nien, but for
lick of mecans to send those who are
ready and willing to go.

Arc wc doing the lcst with the mens
wec have ? Is tîxere suficient ilitcrest tak-
cil iii thc work at our own door. id(
among those more iminediately commliit-
ted to our care ? Does thec halo of glory
50 rest on thc forcign %vork as to surely
and stcadily Icave Uic inîprcssion. ini fact,
if not in thecory. that the soul of one iii
China, japanl, India, or :Xfrica, is of more
value thaîî the soul of a pcrisliing îîeigli-
bar at our own door, or by our side?ý

\Ticwcd fron the practical side of mis-
sion life, I find tlîis cver staring mie iii
thc face. Are there not tliousands af dol-
lirs of the Lord's nîoncy Nvaistcd anilually
in our "Home Mission" work by the var-
ins denominatia.s ? And that, toQ, iii
the facc of the Macedonian cry, 'Conîc
ovcr and< lpl us." Wastcd by two or
îhrec evangclical chiurchecs wo'rking the

sarnc ground, hiaving thieir iîîibsiuîiarîes
travcl long distanccs,aîîd wvitI littie chance
to give careful pastoral attenîtion to any
anc appointment or station, for lack of
time, as it i-equires, aîîd at tIre saine tinie
cach church paying the bulk of whant the
workcr gets from the missianary fund,
when by a division of territorv, such as
prevails in foreign liclds, there wvoîld be
both wvork and support wîthin reasonable
distance for ecd individual missionary,
or at lcast sufficient support ta reduce by
thousands of dollars annually thec prescnt
missîonary outlay for the saine territory.
This wvould also give a surplus of mcei
for fields bcyoîid, and prcscnt to in wîI.av-
ed world Uic fact t1iat we value the s-,lvzt-
tion of souls first, and inade aIl our
scheilîes for denomiiîational grovth anid
dcvcloprneîît second to the dcvelopmient
of Uic Kingdoi of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

I anm aware: tliat it is very mrîchi casier
ta sec dcfects thiai to reinîedy thenii. Yet
it does seeîin ta nIe thant if the lieads of
our- varionis (lenainiatiols could recch
sonie practical solution ai the above
iiancd difficulty, so as ta sectire a fair
division af tUic tcrritory iiow occupied,
aîîd froîîî tiîîîe ta tiiîie -arrange iicw terri-
tory, the great Ibulk- ai the people cvecry-
wlîere would loyally faîl ilîto liiie anîd act,
on the principle tlîat coilvcrsinîi to Jesus
Christ anîd obe-dicîîce ta I-lis wvill is the
great rcquircmient of life. and thiat uuider
the pastarate ai any truc iauJ capahle
iiiniister ai God tlicy would hicartiîv c-
operate ta, tlîis cîîd.

Towvard tlîis 1 tlîiîk thce chiurchi of God
is iaoviiîg. '-\ay He hasteîi the timie NVlîeîî
nothiiîg froîîî the point ai huinaî eih
ncss. or ardent love for tliat rvhîicli is short
ai tlîe redcnîption ai aur race. shall stand
in thc wvay of the fullest cairrviîi.g oit ai
Hîsý purposes for the salvation oi ilcii.
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