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If I am allowed, I may speak at another
time of other corruptions which have
crept into our newspaper dialeet.’—DBuf-
Sildo Com. Advertiser.

337 Wo oficn mako life unh2ppy in wishing
thingsto havo turned otherwise than they do,
merely becanso that s possible to the fmagi-
nation which is impossible in faet —Iaxlet,

3777 e that knows useful things, and not
Lie thut knows many things, s the wise man.

ITOW TO READ.—No. 2.

The uso of the pauses, or points of
punctuation, in Reading, is a matter of
very great importance, and might, with
propricty, bo introduced here as thelexwon
nest in order; but we prefer to treat of
this subject at some length in future arti-
eles. It is & part of composition to em-
ploy these significmt characters, and for
the present, we shall merely observe them
as pauses; at the proper time we may try
to explain their uses.  Therelfore we shall
continue our lesson from the October
number, as promized, yet wo may not
be uble to speak of modufution until next
wonth.

INFLECTION.

2. This word comes from a Latin word
meaning {o bend ; it implies a ber ling or
liding of the voice up or doww in the
utterance of soundsor words.  If we are
carcful to vheerve, we will detect a pleas-
ing variety of tone to the voice in ordi-
nary convemsation,—a gvaceful and recur-
rivg rise’™ and fall to suit the sentiment
conveyed to the cars of others,  Nature
accords even the tones of the little, prat-
tling ehild to the thought it wishes to ex-
press.  In talking, or langhing, or erying,
the ehild will use the proper inflections,
without rule, or without a thought about
commas, semi-eolons or periods! It is
not difficult to give graceful expression to
what i3 really understood; it is only in
reading that we need to be carcful.

3. Thero are two slides of the voice,—
the wpeard and downicard.  When these
two are blended, we have the eircumflex
inflection, or wave, which is used to ex-
press sarcasm, irony, or doubt. In the
School Reading Books and in the Vis-
TOR this mark ['] represents a falling,
and this ['] a rivpy inflection,

4. The circumfles “is a significant
twisting or waving of the voice, generally
dovwnward, and then upward, but some-
timres the reverse, aud is attended with a
sensible proteaction of sound on the sylla.
ble thux inflected.”t The ciroumfles is
indicated by this mark [™] or this [_].

FALLING INFLECTION,

5. We will give some examples in the
use of inflections, It must be remem-
bered that the falling inflection is requir-
cd where the sentence is complete, or
where the clanse indicates finished sense.
This rule is always applicable, regardless

*Pronounced rice.
i3 pronounced rize.
+Willson,

Rice, when a verb,
When a noun—rice.

of punctuation, or auxiliary words in
subsequent sentences,

(1.) The rain'has ceased.

2.) By virtue wo sccure happiness.

E3.) Charity suffercth long, and is
kind;' charity cnvieth not;' charity
vaunteth' not itself’;* is not puffed np ;'
doth not behave itelf’ unseemly ;' seeketh
not her own;' is not ewily provoked;
thinketh no evil.'

[Nore.] In the example we find the
reading claims a rule like thiy, in addition
to tho above. Mcembers of sentences
which express complete and independent
sense, require the falling inflection on the
last accented syllable, and on all that
tollow it.

6. Questions which can not be answer-
ed by yes or no, generally require the
falling inflection, as,

(1.) How muny horses are there in the
field #*

(2.) Where is the teacher 2

(3.) What did you see n the meadow ?'

(:1.) Why do you speak so ?*

(5.) When will he return 2*

(6.) Who is here so bazo that he would
be a bondman ?*

7. When questions requiring the fulling
inflection are repeated, or when they be-
come emphatio, they then take the rising
inflection. Xor example, take the fifth
question above, and, after it bus been once
asked and called forth no answer, it isre-
peated, with the added interrogatory, inot
spoken but iwplied,) + Did you not hear
me ?” indicated in tho tone of voice, giv-
ing the original question the inflection
strivtly belonging to the implied one. To
llustrate:

1st time. When will be return ?*

No satisfatory answer is received.
od time § Tmplied—Did you not hearme'?
= 1 Spoken,~—When will he return’?

8. The lunguage of command or au-
thority usually requires the falling iuflee-
tion.  Such tones,—imperative, determin-
cd—arc best given when the voice is
abrupt, full and cmphatic.

(2.) Charge, Chester, charge,' on'
Stanley, on.'!

{2.) Uenee,' horrible shadow,' unreal
nmockery.!

{9.) Reverence, awe, or adoration is
most appropriately expressed by words
taking the fulling inflection.  The decper,
nobler feelings of our nature are fitly told
in words deliberate, fulltoned, catnest, de-
cided, which can not be given without
using the falling inflection,  How irrev-
crent and unbecoming the manner of sviue
who address our All-Father thus,

Qur Father who art in Heaven.'

Hear the difference when the fulling inflec-
tion is substituted,

Our Father who art in Heaven,'

10. Just here we would call attention
to the beautiful and patriotic poem, fa-
wiliar to mavy, The American Flay,
published in this nuwber of the VisiTon.
Now for somcthing practical. We love
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Flag by nobls names—Jet our words ho
putriotio aud endearing,

{1.) Mzjestic monarch of the cloud !

(2.) Child of the sun!

{3.) Flag of the brave !

(-1.) Blag of the seas!

(8.) Flug of the frie heart’s only home.
To show how insignificant these thrilling
appellations may be made, let the render
but use the rising ivstead of the falling
inflection.  We shall refer to this poem
amain when speaking of modulation.—
Then we shall tell why we have italicized
the last line of addresses.  Meanwhile let
our readers practice upon this lesson,

RISING INFLECTION.

11. The rising inflection is usually em-
ployed as follows .—After direct questions,
or thoso that can be answered by yes or
no, (a); at the pause of suspension, show-
ing unfinished sense, (&), after condi-
ti-mal sentences, (¢f, in dircet addresscs,
where reverence, awe or adoration is not
expressed, (d), before words and clauves
conuccted by the disjunctive, or, (¢);
when negation is oppused to alfirmation,
{,; in asvccession of particulars, after the
one before the last, {g), in expostution,
tender entreaty, &e., (%), sud in kiud
reproof, (i)

(a.) Did you sece William to-day’?

(.) Has Gud'’, thou fool’, worked solely
for thy good’, thy joy’, thy pastime’, thy
attire’, thy foed?

John!, Henry', James’, and Robert’,
come to me.

(¢.) If, then’, his Providence, out of
our evil’, seek to bring forth good’, vur
labor must be to prevent that end.

{(d.) Thomas', do as I bid you.

[Nore.] When an address is repeated,
it takes the falling inflection, thus, Thom-
as’, Thomas.!

(e.) The baptism of John, was it from
Heaven’, or of men?

He may go to Boston', or New York’,
or DPhiladelphia; or', he may remain in
Bultimore.

(/) 1 &id not Jicar” him, T sow him,

{g.) The rocks crumble ;' the trees full 3
the leaves fude’, and the grass withers,!

(h.) My wother’t when I learned that

thou wast dead’,

Say,' wast thou conscious of the tears I
shed’?

Hovered thy spirit o'er thy sorrowing son’,

Wreteh, cven then’, life’s journey just
begun’?

(2.) My child’, do not do so.

12. Thereare other instances of the use
of buth the rising and falling inflections;
but these are the principal ones.  Atmost
we can but sugzgest helps to the pupll.—
The surest and pleasantest mcthed of
study in elocution and reading is to enter
into the spirit of the lesson, whatever it
may be; to mean what the author means
for the time being; to feel what the au-
thor fecls, to enjuy what ho enjoys. 1t

'this be done, there will be but little diffi-

our country. We glory in hor welfare. wu)ty in observing the infections in read-

We honor her namie and her emblem—the; ing-

Ameriean TFlag.  Let it call out hearty

The greater trouble would be to
avuid their right use.  Ibis more difficult

good-cheer from our hearts, and let this fur a goud reader to read badly, than for
feeling be cvidenced by the tones of the{a poor reader to read well.

voice while we read. Tho lesson is be-
fore us. We see the very Flag waving
proudly in the free air of Heaven and
over the heads of freemen. We cull our

13. We must close the present lesson
by giving an exercise or two for practice.
The circumflex and modulation will re-
main for our next article.



