
111E APOSTLE PETER. il

a dear frieccd 10lc111 1 loveil as' 1 believo 1 loved no cîther on
tîjis earth, andl lie pravcd for nie tliat 1 miglit lillow wvhat it
-%as tic haveî the pillai- of Cloud Nvleiî the day -,vas too bright.
anctj the pillar of lire wlîec the nigflit -%as tico darlz. 1 )idi i
mnentioni to yon wlcat I thociglit as I sa'. that Ipietti. d of the
(eriai 1 ainter soicce tîinio ag'o? I could not illake out w% hat
hoe inîant by it. It wVas callecIl clccuclland,"1 acnd it scilled
icothllu, hi, t cloicd oin clond ;bot \vhat dIo yý)u thiick ? As 1
loniklcd I aw that every clond tîîriîd into an angel or- anl
acigel's ".vigt and tlic whole pîctoire, ticat at first seelied

aîc~ a ,ass z> cf egloolu, lookiec «it il)ii nIe wiitlc litîccdredcs of
ccgl'eyeR . i'cl liundrecis of angels' -ic. S.) Nitl i

cids, cf < .04t eiies icigîli to ii5 1y thinl look at tliiii, andl
thiey tacrcc icîto aicgel'i. TI'ccy are not iesiraicli icitn .ccîvs
tlity are icot icleasacit ; oi ncccti'ic mient. cno aillictioiî, co lu I di,
i, :ct lircc cit jîîyocs, buit griu vocîQ \\Ve folilic) icli u iîucil u

it.ti k a!ways icn tue i, ylrgin' ,%- dIo iot w'aîct cloccils
blit the accgils kznow tbeir valuce, andl t oc tc.o, or liî wiciild
icever Fecii itlicmn tii os.

Fi'cccly, tîcero are eloudcii iu sair îi-rts (cf the iivcrsc that
Iave cco sil'. ci liniiîgq. 'l'Iîc arc ticiek, dense, rollicig miasses

g.f elouilci, the gathericgs tog-eticer <if sinî, retrihcctioc for si,
andl Divinie v(iige.ance onc acconc't of socui 114 iiiwi becceatlc
thlose clonuls ticere are l>eiiigs %% liii live, icilive, and.( look
11p, andlIookc ccp, bict noc gîtanl of gliiry c*.c'l..rigiîte.' theur
glooco c.io star cîver breaks the sj'cll of tîcat îurison-lcoîse.
'ni!e lic.l]ctc tîcere a1il e mît tice fitfccl liAit cci atîat Ilit to) andc
fro, tlie iccînîisters of i vine reti îibcctîii accdI cucciecnîation.
Ticcre is a lplace s0 g1liny. s0 Ilek,. si) terribîle, a pîlace wlicre
aIl are sizcicrr, wliere ticere i? 1)0 pardonic for sicn. It ici
licnniecl ici, ancd 'waliei ici, si lucre is o0 l)oS'iliilitV cof

a ry îf gadiecs cctiig icn. any lcceof cocccfort, anv îcî
cf hlcoie. Oi ! nay ail <or clicds cîîect lcs ici this %vorll!
May ail ocîr cloccils ]lave fringes of beacity to tîceco !May
ticere iever lie to accy cJci cc a cîcîccî s-) deep acnd dark that

ray'ier wsill ciot pass tlcrocîglc it ! Vcc oncr coîrtal lbits oic
inimortaiitv, ic-y w..e know tîce last of cloods aind enter icîtî
the readcn of 111-c fort iiiînsiice, îbei fcet b]is i Il 'Coifort oe
anritîer %viffi thcusi wiirý!s." Breakiccg lirecrts, hurstiîcg Iîcarts,

sal lcî'rts, \vearie 1, wa3'fariccg lce.artq, lccacts h)II(cIrICccl aocd
licci c. 1cown, cocnfcrt, one ancctlcec witlî tiieqe words. WVitlc
yoccr stall' ic yooi* liaccî narclc oic. 1 1101e I have icot saici
whlat Iis secc1 nin l-ticetic, ca).rse, our îarelcssg. i îlraw
ccigi toiyocc, cny i,iarfriecculs, in t1.eý love of a cmari, thei loive oîf
a brother ;acu 1 sa, so livu', so walk, tlcat thce liglit ccîay
coulie tu) yîii -witliout a1 Veil. throci jescîs ( lirist ocîr

.uiîe.lcator, andu tîcat at last ynt cny rise up1, tlir)icg Il us
graee aii icc'cy, t ) t1rnt renlin wlierc tlcey iceeci cco eloicd.

THE APOSTLE PETER.

.NE of thce ccîot I'caitiful of anciccît ic-en<ls retgai-ling ti<.
0Jclose of licter's life (if le vciucle 1 wvC cay Cali aic

inci.dent -whicli lias I en ccarrated Iiithi ly Acnbrose accd
Origren) woiclt seecci to) indicate tîcat lice was not altoigetier
hcreft. ot frieccis. 'l'lie wvcl-kictin ctriry thèy ]lave left, is
tIr : --

Mt tcc icnstigationc of £orneC c f tue faithful, Peter -as icrged
to fiec fcîr icis life. At first, the jirojioza! was mnet by Iicui

witlc a cîccideci negative, jccstly feirin.' relcti >11s 01) ]ls
cuicrage aci cocîFtatcy, -ticat fcie:c Is ani focs nîii-lct alike

:tcccccse hiccci of shriccking fron luise sifftcriccgs for lis dlent
L.ord, Lu tue cilcîraîcce of wic ice lcal ecxhortcdl oticers.

]icct tîce apjîcali of tîceir prayers zîîul tca's as to the vailce of
his 'ile tg) tcei anu the icnfant 'Churi , fortiticd too as Lice
rccocnicdatioc wa% by Cra'swninjuncction <Matt. x. -23>,
for tîce monocct ovcrcamrŽ ]lis scrucples. With rcluctace lie

:ccccl accd by iiglit -%vas assisteil over toprisonc wall. lHe
lcctptiuk liicîstf alon-c ticat saisie Apuiac Way, lyhis h pro-

ialy, asq ici the Case of Paul, ie lcad entercul tlîe city. I-le
qucccecteill ic getticcg, tivô iiles bc'yncd, thco Porta <'apicia, andi
%vas nigh tue spot, borclericîg oic tîce wide Campagna, -wliclî
-vas soon aftcr scred, as tîce place of repose for Chrizitianc(le. d.
The !aie Lodw!om last lie saw in the a3ccnsion-cloui,
aîupeared to) Iiic iatcin talie directionc of the city. l'le
filgitive A'postle iicunieguiitc'l% reconcuse tîe M)vine M\aster.
The saîie penetrating lo.. ioiihîtless, %vas cast îîpoin Iicui,
witc which lie hiagi once lieen cocîfrnnteci iii tîce palace-court
of tlic ligli Priest - a look~ of sadcess andt geutie reproacli.

Peiter %vas tice liist to luil, silce w% itli Ltce qiiostitcn-"i Luirc,
wii ergi-st Thcocn ? 'flic aiiswer %vas inccneciately ce-

tciried, "I 1g- again to bd-,ociicl
't'lie iicterccîcatu tci iitiiioc..ui--î iod ii~ i stl'houn iot crilcilied

ocnce foi. aIl1
Ilî w ;îas the rcîîiy, Ilbut I san'. thy Iliglît fro'.c cieatlc,

ad1g obc ccuciliiic icc tly ste:ccl.
ILcord, " î.vas the iicicc.'iiate as%%ur of Petce, IlI go to obcy

Ec]-car ccot," iras tue Mastu.c"s farewell wvocd as Hec vauislied,
fî'om sigit, Il for- 1 ail) witih tîcce."

'*l'lie Aicostle at occ rcetacetI lis', tqps, retcrîed to lus cell,
accd succreccdecl Iicise!f to i.c keepeis.

'l'lie ahovc utory. we airc aware, is b\' inaiiy rcjectcd
l a-si ciîcg tîi' a.liocrvcical writicgi,î anti (cie'i ccciy

accuti.î'c' of t! ik ccc:c:y sicIiLai icnvecnticocs of a erelucs age. It
rrav lIC so ;ýi bu e sec notlcing icc thie narc'atuve itself to c'cle-
grate it to the at ory<f the îurely in3'tIical aric legenclary.
Trivi, iL is îlot record2d in Serilltic-,. It lias 110 ShncIOW of

aun insî>ucc basis. lint the aserto this is-tcct tice wh'Ioie
narrative ocf l>ctvc's latter lite is lc±ft ici:chroniclecl ly inspireci
lcins; so tlc:ct oimhuiission it; nît icy any mueacis fatal to its
creliilulty. "iiccllcr IDivine alcîearacices oîf the Lordc .Tescis
wcere, ciccvrby cmo illil'i' ccic'oniinoci ici tce life andi cx-
îi'îitc (if St. P'au!. 'l'lie i-u'c elatiotc oîf Christ to lîjîci on the
way tu i>aiiîascics cil muit standu alone. In CorinitIc, -wheiî
opjuressud ici spirit icy tic obsticiate 'ejectioa cf thce Gospel
mlessage by lus feliwcccirîitîcat ,ale Lord appcaretli
tu) Iicci Ili ai iàion Iiy iciglit" witc ivo-cs of ecoucragecmenit
-worls ucrogceedicg friîc the lips cf a glorifi. Persocc-«'îI
acu -witli tie, andc iic manc shall set occ tîcce to huirt tîce : for
1 hlave ocih Icroîcle in thîis city " <A-.Its xviii. 9, 10). Wliecî

ailuîcrelitvcc.ied at .Jc rusalecc, aiid ealled upon to cuake bis de-
feicce con tIie Stcir, of Anctonin, lie ciarratis n siiiîilar appear-
adcce of luis Lord wliile Iie was prayiîcg in the Temple :-Ant.
it came to) pass ticat, -%%lieu I was coine agaiîî to Jericsalem,
eveîc -vliilc 1 w'r3'ed ic tue TIemnple, I iras ici a tî'ancc and.
saw liiiii sayiclg cuito Ilce, 'Make haste, and get tîce quickly
onît oif .Jc'r;csauciiî: for ticey ivil! ncct receive, thy testiunony

-Mcericc .e. Accul 1 sait, Lourcd, they iow tîcat 1 um-
pu isticd aud liceat iîî c% cry synagogue tîcena tlîat believedl oci
;1'lie : acîc w'liccn tice llood of Tli3 inaityr Stepien iras s1cce1,
1 also ir-as standcing by, acnu cuînsccticg ucito icis death, andci
kcept the raiccîict tif tlic tîcat sleîv Icin. Anîl Hc saîd uîcto
cne, 1)eîart :for 1 will secîci thce far becîce cucto tice Gentiles
(Acts xxii. U -21). Yet agaici, -i'li,,cc lie iras put in safe warci

hiy tîce captaic of thce gîîai-d who Icall gen eroîîsiy resecied lciîî
froîin the violecec of the Sacclceciricn The 'fic ighîtfolric
thîe I.ord4 stooci uy liuîc, anti saici, Be of goocli cicer, iac
for as thcon hast tcstitied of Me ic Je'rusaleîîî, so uîust
thconi ear w'itcss at l'tome '" (Acts xxiii. I1). -Nor ncel -wc
reuiid ocuî rcaciers of icc inîstance stili later oic thac thc
clcusicîg yea's <if Peter ;wlcu'c the saine heavecciy lkdeucer
apcluarecl to tîce list cf Ilis living Aicostles in Ltce Isle of
l'atccîos; lie rev.ealeci liluîîîCeli icc tic luîstres of Ilisgorfe
hicciccccity, ivitc the cirtlet cif stars ic Ilis riglît lcacd., andul
spvaks as a ])ivine, gloriuid icersoîl. "iAncc Mienî 1 saîr Min,
1 ful'l at ilis fct a- (catl. Acu Ife laid. His cight hland upon
ille, sayiîîg uct<c ne, Fear niît ;i acci the tii-st aud tice ]ast:
1 ain Ife ticat hi*vczuî anid -%as cleaci and, bholci, I aici alive
for evcrccconre, Amcen ; cd hcave tîce keys cf liel antI cf cIL-a'tIl

tluî'.. i. 17, IS>. We can substacitiate witlc no icroofs this
alt'gecl aii.ul<guci appearacîce of tice Lord t.) Peter ;but ire

lhave saic ccocigli to showr freux the exîlerience of luis nhost
hiiie-icîcnuletl acll ce.lîricilegetl brothers, Lhcat sichl an nppear.
aice was icut icmcpossible ici itself,-that it w-as by cîo meaus
ciovel or exepticocal in apostouical btiry ; andc tIce details of
the niarration as ie-gards Peter liiîaself a cei-taiiihy idi i--
ciici-kahîle w ccgi.itu i s chiai-acter and aieelct. Fo,

l'>uty can cîcrer hiave too inîxel of icr dilligecîce, nor toc
little of ccir eoafidence.

Do ail the good. yon eau ici the %gofld, acnd. mcale as little
ncoise abolit it as possible. I

I. ccîan's conducet is ocîhy a îcicture-book, cf luis ci-eci. 11e
-lets after what lie believes.

Iluiccîblo WCe cnuîst be, if Lu beca'.,n Mwe go;
l igh, is tIce roof therc, but the gaLe is low.

Absence cf oceîîpati *oi is not i-st :
A minci quite vacant is a mmnd distresscd.


