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exclta no sutprise 1o fiest that the Chactaw Chrietiane pray much for the
heathen.  * Heldom,® aage Me, Copeland, «dn they foreet to intereedo
for the success of trixeinns 1n thie and in every land.”  The Hloanl ton,
with ftn officers, ia oftent temetitered attlie morning and the evening
mctifice,

2. Intesmperance among the Choetatn has been greatly enttailed. —
Tho eatly habits of the people in this particuliar, have just been men-
tioned, Theough the efforta of the mireinnatice & law wae passed in
1#23, emlitacing the pincipleanf what ie now known aethe ¢ Maine las N
tut which, with greater propricty, may be called the @ Choctaw [aw ™
This enactment continued in foree 1T the statites of Missiacippi were
extended over the nation s then it beeame a dead Ietter. Dot when the
Indiane temovesd 1o their present home, these very fitst act of logialation
wae to restore this alingated law,  And whatever tnay be the fate of
euch enactments, in New England or ont of New Fngland, the Commits
tea feel quite mte that the Choctanwswill neverundo thewr worh,  Ttought
not 1o bo inferred, hawever, that the evils of intemperance have catirely
cenel, ‘This ie not tme.  But the chango i very geeat. aml it i all
tho while beenming geeater.  Pullic inen are vigilant andd deternoned ;
and the fothidden article in deatrayed, wherevet it is fonnd,

Ilut why, it may bo asked, line nat temporance fully teivmphed 1 Be-
canse of the whirkey shope kept by white men along the b eders of the
Indian country.  Could these b elosed, the mischiel wonld sonn come to
an end,  Gladly would the Chectaw gavernment arrest this anholy
sraffic, if they contd.  Last antomn n petition ses nidilreazed to the legise
fature of Texas, praying that within fta puriadiction there might be no
aale of intoxieating drinka to the Indiane,” It was signed by three hune
dred persone, It wae sanctioned by the General Council. A delegate
was senl tn the eity of Audtin, n week’s journey nnd more. Bt the re-
monstranco was fn vain,  The teaflic still goes forward o and every year
it scnide fta score of vietitne to a dithonored grave,

3. The Chactmes are an agrienltural people~They have given up
tho chase, and live by theproduce of the soil,  ** The man who inarries,”
Mr. Byington eays, * and doca net provide & houveo and farm for his
family, i 1n aa paor repute among the Choctaws, as he would he among
tho whites” It will bo utileratonml, of course, they have much to learn
fn developing the resenrces of theiramplo domain, ~ But they aro making
rapid advances in skill and industry. ‘Teams of hogeer and catile,
wagons, Iargo and mnall, aro beconung more and inore frequent ; and
their finplementa of hushandry are constantly improving,  With their
present tnenns and knowledie “they ree corn enough, in favorable sen.
sons, for theirown wants; and generally thensands of bushela are offered
for sale. Many arc tutning their attention to other crojre, and Mr.
Hotchkin saya that more wheat has boen rataed this year than in all the
previona yeats of their history.

4. Education iz highly prized by the Choctaies —Indeed, their desiro
10 obtain suitable instructions for theis children is tear univeraal.  « If
they had the menns and competent teachers,® Mi. Hotchkin smays,
*“almost every child in the nation would bo sent to selnol forthwith”
#'There has never been a time in their history when thie subjeét received
o much attention.”  Large sumn are frecly expended.  First of all, there
is a fund for the teaining of lals aud young men in eur_academics and
colleges, ‘Then thero It an annual appropriation of 825,500 for the sup-
port of boarding rehools in tho nation, placed under tho care of four
different missionary socictics, repreacnting the Methodiats, Baptists,
Preshytetiane, and Congregationalinte, they having agreed to contributo
Iargely therefor.  And it is but simplo justice tothe Choctaw government,
to aay, that in tho management of theso institutions they have shown re-
markablo tact and ability.  Quch hnabeen the success of the experiment,
§ndeed, it in ofien aaid in the adjoining States, * The Tndian achools are
better than ours.” A fow parents send their-children 1o the boanting-
achools at their own cxpense; and moro would bie glad to do o, if thero
wers room. In fact, tho Committen have been solicited, within & fow
wceks, to apen a school on this very plan.

‘Tho provision for common schools, it must ho confessed, is wholly in-
adcquato.  But as soon as suitahlo teachers shall be raised up, it is pre-
sumed that overy neighborthood will bo supplied : for largo summn are
frequently collected for this object, in the abscnce of national grants, by
individua! effort. That competent instructors may by prepared, somo of
the leading men in the nation wish the Good Water school to bo con-
verted into an institution that shall hereafter equal any femalo seminary
in the United Statea; and tho chango is to be made this very year.

It {s an interesting fact, that in all tho Choctaw achools, the Christinn
religion holda a place of mingular prominence.  Anid not only so , Satur-
day and Sabbath schools, as they aro called, aro sustained at the expenso
of the nation, I know of no State,” Mr. Copeland eays, * whero ap-
propriations ars made from tho school fund for the support of Sunday
schools. But such is tho caso hcro.”

5. The Choctarcs hace a good gorvernment.—They have a written con-
stitution, with a * declaration of rights” which embodics tho liberty of
the prese, trial by jury, tho rights of conscience, proper safeguards of per-
son and property, the equality of all Christian denominations, and
almost every great principlo of civil and religious freedom.  Thoy have
a General Councll, composed of a Scnate and House of Representatises,
They have a fonrfuld oxccutive, consisting of a chief fur each district
elected onco in four years, tho greatest anomaly in their system.  They
have county courts, district courts, and a * supremo national court ;" the
county courts judges being also judges of probate. Every free male,
cighteen yearaof 2ge, who haa been a citizen of the eation for six monthe,

s

je entitled 1o vote  If twenty-nne yeare of age, he may be choern ta the
House of Ropresentatives; if twenty fise geamef age, he tnag be chaseny
Pristriet Judge , if thirty yeare of ago, he may be ehvaca 1o the Senate,
ot the pupteme national coutt, or the executive department, provided,
hawevet. that hie does not deny the existence of Gond, or teject the does
ttine of foture rewarde and punishinente  And all officere, whether
choten by the people or by the Genetal Conneil, ate tiatle 10 impearbhe
ment fur selling whiskey, or for # Leing found drunk twire* Al gene
etal clectinne must be by tallet ; and the electora themeetses ape prote eted
fron arpest for the time being, save in caren of treacon, felony, amd
breaches of the peace

The statnges of the Choctawa are simple, sometimer defeetive in
phtascology, but for the mast_pant eotmmendablo in their aim and spirit
Of the 1awa which telare to alavery, the Comittee have vo necasing to
epeak, as they were Iaid before the Beanl fout veare ages 1 in supprsed,
however, that the Choctaw peeple entertain tmnre enlightena] views on
this whiole subject than the adjacent Statea 1t shoulil be said, pethaps,
that there are aome fifures amd Iapaes in the administeation of jostice ;
bt this is genctally owing to jgneranee, aml net to delibicrate untaith-
folnese  And the Jmptovement in this geepect, even within two years,
is palpable and decfsive

Other signa and marks of an advancing eivilization wight be mentjon.
o, sucls nechanges indrers, better houseaand better furniture, the clevas
tion of weman, weddinge and funcrals conformed 10 the customs of the
white twen; lut these will be inferred  Nov peaple, tovcising the goepel
ns extensively as the Chnetaws, grapple with intempoganes in their do.
teemined apirit, cultivaring the soil with theirquickened industey, prizing
eduention ae they do, and having sich s govetunent as theire, can he stae
tionary in other thinge  They have the clements of progeess They
have the spirit of civilization ¢ and the form will 9t be slow in coming,

But the Committee eannot Jdimniza thie tepie without adverting, moro
patticularly, to the condition of the adjoining S1ates “They have no
with 16 inetitute invidious compagisons; but all good wen in thoso
States, it is believed, complain of a lancutable deatth of churches and
eehoade It in greatly to the eredit of the Chioctans, therefore, thut with
such an example Eefure them they have prerscd forwand, with such zeal
and succens, in their eareer of impravement  In some respects, indeed,
the missionatics tive the preference to the Indians  * In the erection of
churchiea Mr Stnrk saye, ¢ in the establishincat and support of schoole,
in eflorts for the Bible, teact, and temperance eanse, the Choetaws stand
where the peaple burdering on us have never stood. - We ean show thix
by numbetless fieta ™ And Mr Hotehkin sflicms with confidence, that
his people are moro civilized than their immedinte neighbors.  «This
hias been eaid by the whites themselves "—Jour of Miss.

MONASTIC INSTITUTIONS IN ITALY.

We givo below the uinth chapter from De. Murray's book, entitled,
o Romanian at Home It will be seen that the Doctor speaks out
plainly.  On one point we should be disposcd to differ with him. It is
in relation to the poarerty und degradation of the clusses fram which tho
monks and nunsare tnken in Italy, We apprehend that a larger number of
them cepecially of the monke of certain ordets, are from familicn in good
and even wealthy circumstanees, than Dr, M. supposes.  Thisis one way
by which Monastries have been made tich, by inducing young men of
gomo fortuno 1o becomno members of them, and then getting them to
mnke their swrille in favour of the crtablishment.  Hee what Cioced
#ayx in his account of his life and conversion:—

My Dear Sir,—~I am not yet through with the Paganiem of Roman-
jsm. Tho cvidencea of the paternity of the religion of the Seven Hills,
grows with investigation. Like the ruins of Pompeii, they lic conceal-
cd heneath a slight external covering, which is casily removed.

On landing nt Naples, 1 was struck with the large number of cccle-
siastics, in different garbs, that were to be seen in all the strects—
T ey all looked extremely fantastical and selfeativficd.  Some wore a
three-cocked hat, and somo no hat. Some wore thirts and stockings
and shoes with large buckles, and some woro sandals without stockings;
but whether they woro shirts or not, T could not tell from their flowing
dresa.  Somo wore an clegantly pricstly coat of black cloth, girt with
a sanh around the waist, lified vp a little on one side in otder to facil.
itate their walking 3 while others wore a coarse garb, flowing from their
shoulders to their feet, with & cord around their loins  Isoon learned
that the fat, well-fed, and well-dressed persons, with large shovel hats,
wero priests ; and that the persons without hats, wearing eandals and
no stockings, and a kind of a shoe with no hind partto it, and which
flapped ngainat tho solo of the foot as they walked, were monks and
friars of vaious and varying orders.  Of these persons I had often read,
but new they were before me a living reality The walk, tho look, the
whole appenrance of the priesis scemed to testify that they belunged to
tho better class of socicty ; and as I was subscquently informed, they were

crsons whoso parents had purchased for them admission to the priest-
good as the cheapest way of sccuring to them a competent support for
life But tho monks and friam that were swarming overy whese boro
tho strongest evidence of a mean origin. Their low forcheads—their
shaven pates—their unwashed faces and uncombed hair—their coarse
and filthy garments, and unwashed feet, boro esidence against them.—
Of theso monks and friars there aro many orders in Naples.  Some you
220 with backs, and others twith baskets in their hande, begging from



