B4 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

often every Sabbath by Catholics and Episcopalians as apostolic.

The pext one which we shall notice, and which is the most distin-
guished instance of ereed making in history, is the Nicene Creed,
which was made by and under the authority of Constantine the Great,
in the year 325, 4nd was éstablished as the constitution and test of
the true Catholie church, and the divine measure of all eortho-
doxy. .

The history of this erced is the following There were in tho

church of Alexandria, in Egypt, two pastors, one numed Alexander, |

and the other Arius. Alexander, on a eertain seceacion, Afirmed in
reference to the Trinity, that there was* an wnity in Trinity, and
particularly that the Son was co-eternal, and co-sub-taniial, and of he
same dignity with the Father.” Arius ohjected ti the language, ana
urged that ** If the Father begat the Son, he who was begotten must
~ hive a beginning of his existence as Son ; and from hence, said he, it
is manifest that there wags a time when the Son was not,” &e. This
difference in speculation between these two men, neither of whom
scems to have attended to the seriptural statements on the subject,
involved all christendom in a fame and set bishops against bishops,
who set the people together by the ears, and gave odceasion. as Lou-
ates in his chureh history observes; to the heathen to ridieule the

Constantine, who. by reasoun of these disputes, renounced christianity
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and returned to Paganism, used to call into his prescuce the boxers
on each side of the controversy, to abuse each other for his amusc-
ment. «

The dispute between Alexander and Arius occasioned Constantine
to call his Ecumenical Council—the council of the whole world, as it
was called, to settle the orthodoxy on the subjeci. who decreed as
follows :— We believe in one God, the Father Almigaty, maker of
all things, visible and invisible ; and in one Lora, Jesus Christ, the
Son of Grod, the unly begotten, begotten of the Father, that is. of the
substanee of the Father, God of God, Light of Light. true Gnd of
. true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Futher,” &e.
.This was the established cveed, or the iron bedstead by which every
- manavas to be measured, and to be lopped or streteted as he might

f.tion avas forged - the inferneal instruments of tortuve and death . for
i effecting uniformity in religion,” which were putinto the hands of the
. clergy by civil authority. This oceurred in A. D. 323, and was the
| -first regular establishment of chrisilanity by civil autherity, and has
¢ been perpetnated down to the prescnt time inthe old world. At that
; dme Coustnntine, though untaptized, asstmed the title of Universal
l{»Bishop, With this creed. and the power of punishing hereties, was
1 exhibited the full revelation of the Man of Sin, and with it was estab-
lished the kingdom of the clergy. See Jones' History of the Chureh,
i vol. L. .-[tswag at this time, as Dapin renarks. that* bishops mes
y-together with-liberty, being supported by the authority of princes,

i 2nd made ahundance of rules concerning the ordinances of the church.
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¢ Previeus o thisthe discipline was plain and simple, and the church

“be toolong or too short, sccording toits dimensions. With its erce- !

| kad no ether splendor to recommend it bué what the holiness of the

christian religion upon their publie theatres. Julian. the nephew of ™



