- ome—

R —

. ———

Lt st ot AN - SR e B v g O St SALS

The m’,axm:hte Review,

divinely revealed, and which the Vatican
l‘oum'if decreed as of * Catholie and divine
faith.'s  But it is moreover a chief duty of
Christians to suffer themselves to be ruled
and guided by the Bishops, and particularly
by the Apmlnlu- e.

doetrine is, is very evident. For the words
of God refer in part to God Himself, and in
part to man, and to that which is neces-
ary for his eternal salvation.  Now in each
division the guidance of both belief and
action by divine right belongs to  the
Chureh, as We have said. and in the Chureh
to the Chief Pontiff,  Hence the Pontiff
wnust have the powerauthoritatively to judge
of the meaning of Holy
doetrines are in harmony

th it and what

at varianee : and also to 4eclare what is virtu- |

ous and what sinful, what is to be done and

what avoided in the work of salvation: for

otherwise he could neither be a sure inter-
preter of the mnml word of God por a safe
guide to man,”

While the Catholie world undoubtedly !
accepted that doetrine as the only logical
deduetion from the doetrine ot the infalle
ibility of the ehurch, there was not tacking
an element of opponents within the fold,
few in number, but able and skillful in the
conduct of a controversy, These sought to
rally around them that much larger class
of Catholies who are continually fearful of
offending the non<atholic world, and who
therefore believed that the definition of the
dogma should have been postponed,  The

Frocman's Jowrnal never wavered for a mo- |

ment, It called aloud for the definition
which the Holy Father deemed it fitting
should be made, and it spared no one who
stood in the way of adding this keystone
to the perfect arch of Catholic doctrine.
The wisdom of the chureh in the Vatican
Couneil assembled, in paying no heed to the
clamorof the external world,and in defining
the doctrine of the infallibility of the Pope,
has been vindicated by the event. Never has
the moral power of the Papacy been greater
than it is to-day, for, while the Pope was
from the first infallible, still he had not be-

fore the Vatican Couneil the symbol of his |

power, in its full extent, exhibited to all the
world,
An exeellent proof of MeMaster™s faith

.o the infallibility of the Pope is the follow-

ing:

* When it had become certain that the !

doctrine of the Pope's infallibility would be
promulgated,  this  journal opened its
columns for a subseription to be a testimon-
inl *to the Pope — the Infallible Judge in
faith and morals, and the Bishop of the

How fitting this |

cripture: what |
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to God for the dogma of the infallibility of
the Pope, when teaching the Church.”
As the result of this subseription, %7,160.20
were sent to the Pope on December 17th."
As MeMaster defended the Papal infallie
bility, so, in like manner, he defended alse
the temporalities and independence of the
Pope against all those who held contrary
erroneous opinions, It should be remems
hered that, in the establishment of his
chureh, our Divine Saviour did not consult
, the civil authorities,  Neither Herod nor
Pilate was asked for approval,  1f those
rulers had not been in the world at all they
could not have been more completely ige
nored, when it was questionof the establishe
ment of the church, the preaching and
teaching of the doetrine of Christ, and the
exercise of all the oftices of the Christiag
ministry.  Casar and his ofticers had ne
voice in all this, They had authority in the
kingdoms of the world, but none whatever
in the kingdom of God, 1t was established,
propogated to be made universaland to last
forever, whether they willed it ornot, The
apostles, especially the head of the Apostles
and his suceessors are to exercise their
power in perfect freedom. 1t is divinely
theirs, freely to teach what is true, freely
tocondemn what is false : freely to denounce
the erimes of men and of governments;
freely to constitute the hierarchy in varions
countries: freely to afford to persons ree
course to them in doubt and freely to reply
to them: freely to condemn those who ree
fuse obedience to the churchy freely to exe
communicate from the chureh those who
remain obstinate in error or in disobed-
jience : freely to detine religious and moral
truths, that is to formulate laws that direct
the mind what to believe and the conscience
how to act. A ruler of nations like Ciesar
himself, with vast armies at his back,
though he had not been consulted at all in
the establishment of  the church, was
hound to hear her voice like the humblest
| peasant, and submit his soul to her guide
ance under pain of eternal banishment from
the presence of God.  He might pretend te
command when it was his duty toobey, but
| the mistake was sure to be disastrous to
himself, as indeed the tinal result proved te
many,
When the divine Master had finished his
work, and his vicar reigned in his place,
i the independence of the spiritual power, ig
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