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before us. But believing ne 1 do, that it is
a greas duty alwftys to aim at healing the
breachies of Zion. and, that it is a duty
to which God is, nt present, very speially
calling us, 1 would fui» sec this Bugse and
Our people gencrally xnaking it a subject of
spcîal study and prayer"

MR. M4ARISHALL, tie Moderator of the
United 1Presbytoriau Synod, spcaking be-
fora a vast assemblage iii the Frec Churchi
Hall, said:

IlIf I ain, to unbosom my own feelings,
they are and have for sorne turne been fecl-
inçrs of very grteful anid very joyous sur-
prise for these days which God has spared
us to sec, and that grateful and .ioyful
;surprise more than over possesses and ab-
Eorbs me this cecning. Let us bless God
for the past, and. lot us take courage when
we antucipate the future. None of us
hnow the future; but if God is as gracions
to us in tirnes to corne as he has of late
Wen, as shuwNv by the intercourse aud these
conferrings wve have had together, I have
ne doubt that by andI by great issues wjll
corne ont of this-issues taranseenden:nly im-
portant ini their bcaring on the future
history of the Church of Christ, flot only
in this land, but in ail lands. We know
flo, tise future, but lot me say-and I shall
say no morec-that tie future shal flot
.More surprise me thani the past has donc,
Ilithougli 1, with the snows of nearly sixc:y
years uî"-n niy head, shahl yet live to sec
this Asseinbly Hall the meeting place of a
Free United J?'rosbyterian Churcli"

Other uttorances were cqually cordial.
A mere fraction in the Free Chureh and
but a sniall number in the United Preshy-
terian Çhurch rcsist the great union tide,
aud judging (rom precedents we have no
doubit tiese niinorities will be unable to
offer any injurions resistance. They will
probably bc carried. along with the current.

It is miatter for profound gratitude to see
titis spirit of truc religions union prevailing
se extensively among the Presbyterian
chuches throughout the world. May God
guide us ail to rightful conclusions and over-
raie ail to the glory of His own name !

S'1.ATE OF RELIGION IN GREAT
BRZITAIN.

We give such extracts as spare permits
froim Principal FÂîxtnÂARN'S cloquent ad-
drms on this sul? eet:

PROGRESS8 Or BIBLEXOWEG
CudOubtedly, there are flot a feiy things

which indicate adrance--marks of progress
-at least if we compare our generation as
a whole with the gencration that preceded
it. Think, for exaniple, of one of the
Most gencral, yet one of the» sureet indica-
tions, so far as it goes, of the religions

spii, the <liffused acquaintance with God's
w1ord, and the publie recognition of its
divine aiuthocity. Is flot; the state of mat-
tors in this respect very dioeerent from what
it n'as italf a century ago 1 WVo have had
during that period the zealous and fri:iful
labours of Bible societies, w'hicli have mul-
tiplied copies of scripture beyond aIl former
precedent, and pusheAd its circulation into
quarters where previouisiy it was compara-
tively searce. Other agencics also have
co-operated in the saine direction-in par-
ticular, Sabbath Sehool instruction, the
throwing open of Bible printing, a more
expository style of prcachitig, and the
public discussions of questions whieh have
turned more or legs on Scriptural subjeets.
The Bible has thus been brought more, as
it were, into the light of (iay, and had'its
prmpcr place and character asserted as a
controlling or guiding influence arnong
men. There are exceptions enough, nu
donbt, still-more, perhaps, in other parts
of the kingdom than our own. But no
one, 1 prosume, would no- think of saying
what Ilobert Hall said in his farnons ser-
mou ou the crisis of 1803--when descant-
ing on the sins and short-comings of the,
time(-" That nothing is thought so vuigar.
in this Christian counhry, as a serions ap-
peal tea the Seriptures, and the candidates.
for fashionable distinction would rather
betray a fainila-acqueintance wvith the most
impure writer thani with thc words of Christ
and His apostles." If ho should do so,
now, we venture to Say he wvould lose a
great deAl moîe than ho could gain ; for
how oftcn, of late years, have wo flot sceu,
in the higher places of the fieldr-4n towvn
counceils, in chambers of' commerce, nay,.
on the fluor of Parliament itself--when
snch subjeets as the Lord's day or Mnaae
have corne up, that the Bible was aimost as
fnlly recognized, and qnoted, and argned
froni, as in the courts of a Proabyteriali
Church l Sueh things mark the geacral
aise, of' the tide; they are a publie bornage
tu the Word of God, which at, an carlier
period would have beca songlit ini vain.

RELIGIOUS LITEr.ATUIRE.

.Anotiier checering symptoni is the vast
amount and general excellence of' the religi-
oushiterature of theday, periodical and book
literature. Periodical religious literature iii
of' such recent origin. that there are few here
who cannot reniembor its commencement ;
but ini haîf a generation it has swollen into
a mighty strearn; and; by means of Church
nrganizàtions, the entexprise of' Christiant
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