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love for sinners shine out from this. “ God
so loved the world.” How great was
Christ’s love fur us when He endured the
agouy of Gethsemane and Calvary! How
terrible the thought of sinners refusing to
come to that blessed Saviour who bore our
griefs and carried our sorruws, and hath
reconciled us to God by that great sacritice.
Let us strive to impress it deeper and deeper
on the hearts of vld and youny that Christ
suftered all this for us, and if we realise our
position as sinners needing a Saviour and
accept of Christ as freely and fally offered
0 s in the Gospel vur sins will be forgziven
for His sake and God will accept us as
righteous. .

FIFTH SABBATH.

Sopascti—Jesus befure the igh Piics
—Matt. 26 : 59-68. -

*They led Him to Caiaphas the High
Priest.””  John says they first led Jesus to
Annas. There is no contradiction in this.
They led Him to Annas first because he
was father-in-law of Caiaphas and his col-
league in the Pricsthood.  This was dune
outofrespect to Annas. But as the Jewish
Sanhedrim or Supveme Court, was sitting
at the palace of Caiaphas they led Jesus
there to undergo llis mock trial. We say
mock“trial ! for never was there a greater
prostitution of justice. ‘T'hey have made
up their mind that He is gulty, and now
they are determined to find the means of
conde:nning Ilim,  To do this they employ
false witnesses.  This corrupt court encou-
raged such witnesses to assist them in the
execution of their vile procecdings.

“ Mauy fulse witnesses werecalled.” Thay
naturally contradicted each other as false
men are always sure to do. According to
the Jewish law a man could not be put to
death, or condemncd unless two consistent
witnesses were found. This explaing what
followed. “Atlast came two fulse witnesses.”
See the hand of God in this, Christ must
not be cundemned ona_fulse accusation, but
on the evidence of His own inunucence,
Eurity and truth. They accuse our Lord of

aving said that He would acstroy the
temple of God, and build it in three days.
Buat we know Jesus never said such words.
Their object was to rouse the Jews against
Him and no lLetter way could have been
adopted than 10 make out that He had a
design against their temple. John 2, 19
shows what our Lord did say. By this
temple He meant His own body. How
easy by slight alterations to distort the most
sacred truth and even destroy the life of the
purest and holiest of beings.

“Jesus held His peace.””” What a majesty
in this silence of Jesus. He.is led as &
lamb-to.the slanghter, and as a sheep before
his shearers 1s damb-so He opened not His
mouth. Here is & lesson to His followers

Sace”

teaching the best way to meet those who
falsely aceuse us.  This was Christ’s direc-
tivn to His disviples. But there is o time
to speak as well as to be silent.  “I adjure
thee by the living Gud.” 1 put thee on thy
oath. The drcumstances are changed.
1e is asked to testify to his Messiaship, and
he docs so. ¢ LThouhast said” . e. T am the
Christ, the promised Messianh, and ye shall
svon sec by the spread of my kingdom and
my final victory full proof of this. Qur
Saviour may refer to Dan. 7,13, “One
like the son of man came with the clouds of
Heaven.” It may refer to the final judya.
ment, * The High Priest rent his clothes ”
By doing this he violated the law be pro-
fused to obey. See Lev. 10: 6, and 21:
10. Rending of the garments wus a com-
mon method of expressing grief aund horror,
see Gen. 87, 89, where Reuben rent his
clothes when he found Joseph gouc from
the pit. Also John 1, 20, Acts 14, 14,
Every form of justice is heve violated. The
judge isa party and accuser, and without
proper evidence or inqury procceds to pass
judgment. This is the signal for abuse
and violence. *“ Lhen did they spit in Iis
A mark ot the most profound con-
tempt, See Jub 16, 10, also 30, 10, Isainh
I, 6. Our Lord wasnow given over to the
mob that clamoured for His bloed. “They
buffeted Him,” that is they smote Iim with
their fists; *‘ while some smote Him with
the palms of their hands.” Then we see
how no_form of indignity was spared our
Llessed Lord. But we must not fail to no-
tive how meek and gentle he remained under
all this. How would we cudure such in-
sults? We know what the men of the
world would do! how they would resent it
by violence. But the disciples of Jesus
must copy their Master in this as in other
things.  Mark cspecially how wondcrfully
Isaiah foretnld all this more than 700 years
betore Christ came. See chapter 50, 6,
“X pave my back to the senitar and my
cheek to them that pluckad off the hair, I
hid not my tace from shame and spitting.”
And all this was precicted by one whose
prophetic writings were well known and
greatly prised by the Jews who prosecuted
Jesus.  “ Propheey unto us, who is he that
smote thee.”  We learn from Mark 14~65
that they Lound up His eyes before they
buffeted Him.

We may learn from these verses how
literally the prophesies of Isaiah and Jerc-
miah and thus were fulfilled in all that they
foretold regarding our Saviour's life, suf-
ferings and death. How zomplete is the
whole word of God. How many and bitter
the sufferings our blesséd Lord endured be-
fore He reached the last terrible strnggle.
Verily He was the man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief. Lctus remember thag
He was wounded for our iniquity.



