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" Hennessy judged it best to chnn‘e his

tone. o

‘Look here, old chap,’ he said. ‘I give
you my word of honor this is my house.
Knock at the door and yon’ll find that it’'s
80."

The policeman consented to knock, and
after he hud knoked six or seven times
there was the "sound of the botls and
chains being unloosed, and Merridew op-
ened the door.

‘Here , Merridew, tell this fat-headed—I
mean this active polic officer that I am not
a burglar.’

‘Bays he lives here,’ said the policeman,
grinning. ‘Beg pardon for knocking yoa
np, sir.’

‘By Jove, have you canght the beggar'?
sail Merridew. ‘Well done officer. Do you
want any help to bring him to the sta-
tiont'

‘For God's sake don't play the fool,’

said Hennessey. inform him it's alll right
and make him lef me go.’
- 'H'm,’ said Merirdew, ‘that would be
playing the f,ol, {my friend. Take him
away officer. This is the man I #aw hang-
ing about. 1 rccognize his truculent as-
pect.’

At this ¥ Hennessy lost his head. He
twisted round with the suddenness of a
catharine whee,l and in another moment
he and the policeman were engaged in a
catch as cateh can  wrestling match over
the cherished front garden. For five min®
utes Merridew could not distingunish which
was policeman and which was Hennessey.
Sometimes they were twisting in the gar
den path together, sometimes they were
trampling the flower beas and shrubs to

ruin, sometimes they were doing their
best to force each other through the wall
of the hounse, but all the time they were

devastating something. At length Hen-

nessey upset the Law into a busha ,nd the
Hennes

polieman, with a shriek, let go.

EVENT».

8y “lnpt the'lonco “and t ore mnnly own
the road.” The p pohcemln i ot linger in
the bush. He set off Jin ,pnrauit like a
spurred race hors: . waking sthe echos with
agonized blasts on his whistle., Two other
policemen ‘appeared from Tnowhere, and
joined in the Zchase, but Hennesey kept
ahead round several turnings, and at last
getting back to his house, rusbed through
the hall into the dining room, and fell on
the carpet with a crash. He lay there
pantiog without strength to remove the
dictionary, which bad taken him in the
small of the back Jand completed Merri-
dew's trinmph.

Merridew felt that the joke had gone
far enough. He helped Hennessey, who
was whimpering with rage and exhaus
tion, into an armchair, and went back to
the door to wait for the policemen. In
about ten minute they appeared, and the
first one, who was still prancing with ag-
ony, said that Hennessey shonld be canght
and banged if Jall ‘Scotland Yard were
loosed on him. g Mraruda\\ gave them half
a sovereign each and some more whisky,
aud they went back to their beats tairly
content.

Hennessy was not so easily appeased
e said he wounld have fonght Merridew
there and then if he had not been so ill
and promised that Merridew should have
a letter from his solicitor before next ey-
ening. Merridew managed to sooth him
at last, and helped him to bed.

In the morning he had Sthought better of
the legal Jproceedings, but it was several
days before he wounld speak to Merridew
Then Merridew softened him with a bar-
rel of oysters, and they had that game of
chess,

Mrs. Hennessy returned from the sea-
side o find a model husband. Hennessy
never comes down by the last train now
He spends his evenings rewovating the
front garden




