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Society, for their extensive researches and determinations of longi-
tude and latitude in Northern, Eastern, and Western Australia.
Whilst more recently, the bold expedition of Burk and Wills cost.
thiese noble fellows thieir lives, the Latest researclies of their suc-
cessors stand out as indeed most singularly suecesQsful. M'Douall
Stuart, after varions previous triumphis, in one of which lie reached
the watcrshed of North Australia, lias actually passed fromn Ade-
laide, in South Australia, to Van Diemnan Day on the north coast,
in latitude 15 don'. S. Contempoi'aneously with this last expedi-
tion, M'Rin'lay, proceeding also froin Adelaide, reached the Gulf
of Carpentaria, and thence travelled to the eastern shiore; and
Landsborough, realiziug ail the value, of the discoveries of Burk
and Wills, and penetratingr fromn the Gulf of Carpentaria, traverselI
the continent southward until lie regaine1 the noble colony of
Victoria, in whichi ihe expedition wvas organized. The rapid rise
of the ditïerent colonies in Anstralia is truly marvellous; and
wvhuist we have successfully occupied ail the available ports and
lands along the castern, southern, and western sides of this great
continent, we are, 1 rejoice to say, now l)egIinning to extend our
settiemnents to the north coast, the occupation of -Nvli:ch I have
advocated for înany a ycar, on political as well as on commercial
and colonial grounds A few years only of practical researches
bave dispelled our ignorance respecting the interior of this vast
mass of land; ia wli ichi, though thei'e are wild deserL tracks, there,
are also many ricli and wvell-watered onses of fine pasture-grounds,
through whichi the colonists may open ont communications across,
the continent from the south. and east to, the northera shores. A
short time onlv, I venture to, prediet, wilI elal)se before towns arise
at the head of the Gulf of Carpentaria, as well as at the Mouth of
the Victoria River of the north; froin wlience, as welI as fi'om the
new settiement of' Cape York, Australia. Nvill have a direct comn-
mnunication with our great Indian Emnpir-e."

Referring to, the discovery of the sources of the Nule, the Presi-
dent remarked upon the fact that 'Itraveller after traveller, fi'om
the days of the Egyptian priests and of the Roman emperors dowa
to modemr periods, had endeavoi'ed to ascend the Nule to its
source, and ail had failed "; and that it ivas by reversing the pro-'
cess, and by proceeding froin the east coast of Africa, near Zanzi-
bar, to the central plateau land betwveen North and South Africa,
that Gaptains Speke and Grant had solved the problein.
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