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lowed himi ; ho shut hinseif up in l3ingeu, Nwhich -vas surrounded
wvith walls, but the rats gained access by creeping under tbem.
Then tho dispairing bishop caused at tower to be erected in the
middleo f the Rhine, and took refuge in it ; the rats swani over,
climed up the tower, gna.wed the doors aiii( windows, the walls an&
ceilings, aud, at last, reaching the palace, whiere the mniscrtble
archbishop xvas hlidden, devoured him. At present the miLlediction
of ileaven and of man je upon this towcr, wilica is calleid Mause-
thurin. It is dlesrted-it is crumnbling into ruiins in the middle of
the stream ; and soxuetimes at niiglit at strange rcd vapour is seen
issuing frorn it rescimblingr the smie of at furnace :-it is thie soul
of ]iatto, wvhich hovers round the place. ibere is one thing re-
xnarkable. l{istory, occasionitlly, is immoral ; but legends are al-
ways imoral, and tend to virtue, In history the powerful prosper,
tyrauts reigii, the wicked conduct tliemselves wig'li propriety, auJ1(
monsters do well; a Sylla is transformei ilt.o anhlonourable ia
a Louis the Eleventhi and oCher sncli dli in their beds. lu tales
fell is always visible. There is ilot a fauit that lias not its pun-
ishrnient-not a crime, wbich leads not to itiquietud(e--nlo wicked
mon but those who becoie wretched. Mani, who is the inventor
of fiction, feîs that lie bas no riglit to niako statenients and leave
t.o vague supposition their consequences :for lie is groping in dark-
naese-is sure of nothing h.le requires instruction and counsel, anJ
dares niot relate events withiout drawing- immiediate conclusions.
God, whio is thio originator of history, shows whiat lie chooses, and
kinows tho rest.

Mausethurni is ai convenient word, for we muay flnit in it whiat
ever xe desire. There are individuals -who believe theni-
selves capable of judging of cvery thing, whio dbiase poes9y froni
evc-ryiing, and who say, as the man did to the nighltingale-

Stupid beast 1 won't you cease to makie that nioise." These
people affirni that the word Mausethurni is deirived from Ptnaiis, or
inauith, whlich signifies Il custo,-house ; thatt ini the tenthi century,
before the bcd of the river was cnlarged, the Rhine liad only
ono passage and tlia.t thc authorities of Biu-en lcyied, by mneans
of this towor, a dluty upon aIl vessels that passeil. F'or thesef grave
think-ers these wise-acres the curscd tower wvas a douane, and flatte
--as a custoni-house officer.

According to the old womcen, with whomi I freely ass;ociated,
Ifausethurni is derived. from -maus or ïnus, wbichi signifies a rat.
The prctendcd, custoin-hiouse is the Riat Tower, and its tol1-keceper
a spectre.

After all these two opinions may be reconciled. Lt is not alto-
gethier improb)able, that towards the sixteentli and seventeuth c-i
tu ry, after Luther, aiter E rasus, several burgominasters ofnerve inade
use of tho tower of Hiatto for a en6to-h-louse, Why not '? iRonie
ina-de a cilston-ixouse of the0 temple of Antonins, 1,h cdoqý1an(i. Whiat
Rome did to flistory,' Bingen miglit well do to Loend.

Lu that case Mfauthi inight be right, auJ Mause ilot be wror.
L~et that be as it may, one t.hing is certain-t-liat since the old
se r-vant told me the éitory of flatto, Mausethnarm hats aiw-ay s beeu
one of the familiar visions cf my mind. You irc aware that there


