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him is an important question at the present timc. 1is numbcrs
are becoming formidable and are vicwcd with alarm by tIhe
pessimistic practitiolert as le secs lis practice jcopardizcd by the
wholcsale manufacturc of ncw dentists out of all proportion to the
iicrisc of population. He secs the profession degradcd toi the
lcvcl of a trade, by the comflpCtitionl which numbers afford.

i was rcccntly il recipt or an anonvmous letter. askinig mIe tg)
talc -idvantage of my posit-n a an Cxaminer to prevent the
graduation of so imany candidates. I have heard that even the
ncw Dcntal (College building is vicwcd with suspicion by somue. ;1%
bcing an aIditional attraction for young men to Cntcr the dental
profcssion in Ontario. Otiers claim that the better cducatcd thc!
mai thc better thc inItercsts affccted by him, and wclcomne vcicry
facility for advancing that education. But it is argued we
have haci a Sclool of Dcntistry ii Ontario for ovcr twenty years
and yet we have among those graduites sone of the most
mnagnificcnt quacks that cver disgraced a profession. That does
not prove that the state of affairs mnight not havc been much
worsc Iad not the school and lcgal regulation of the profession
CZistcd. Who amîong us would favor abandoning the School of
Dentistry and rcpcaling the laws rcgulating the rcquircmeînts for
practising our profession ?

There arc thrce classes of men-thosc who are gcntlemei in
spitc of conditions and environ mcnt : those who arc not naturally
gcntlcmen, but who may be made so by, cducationl and surround-
ings, amd thosc wiho could not be gcntlemcn under any circum-
stanccs. A fcw of the latter get ,'to aIll the professions-not
more inito dentistry than into tlhc others.

As the students of to-day will be the preceptors fu a fw years
hence, it is desirable that as few as possible of this class shall gaini
entrance into the ranîks of dental students. Public safety' de-
nands that the man who i presuiCs to operate tpol the humani

body, shall have a knowledge of the part lie undertales to operate
upon. How lie shail best acquire that knowlcdge is a mnattcr of
vital importance to man himself and the public at large. It may
bc done by private tuition, by collegc education, or by both. The
great desire ro enter the professions lias made a great denand for
colleges where the profc.ssions may be taught. The dental pro.
fession has kept well apace with the others in numbers of candi.
dates. So great bas becn the denand for dental colleges in tie
Republic to the south of us, that many charters have been obtained
by private individuals as investmrents for capital. To such an
extent has this prevailed that few large cities have no dental
college, and many have two or threc each. As the dividends
upon the capital invested in those institutions depend upon the
number of students attending, there is a danger of the interests of


