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1 know of no curo, except thorough-draining, after which
these narrow ridges—6 feet only, many of them—might be
thrown two or thrce together. I farmed too long in our heavy
lands in England to advise tho rashly inoreasing the width of
ridges in really stiff olay soils. Still, T think it would be wiso
to plough them a little flatter on the crowos, and not to loave
such tremendoutly wide open-furrows between them, How-
cvor, this is a fault to bo met with more markedly in the
older Freuch districts than in the more modern Townships
country.

The quantity of sced to the acre is a very important con-
sideration. Quality, too, must be regarded. Sow thick : if
you don’t, the barley, espeoially if carly sown, will tiller, and
however desirable it may be for any other grain to behave in
that way, it is & most undesirable quality in barley, since
tillering necessarily induces in equality in ripening. ¢ If
thin-sowing be practised, the plant, soon after its appearance
above ground, begins to throw out side-shoots, and as the ears
from thesc arc some days longer in coming to maturity, than
those from the parent stock, it follows that the latter start to
grow from 36 to 48 hours sooner than the former, and when
the whole sicep is put on the kilo, the sample of malt will be
uneven, and the extract from the mash will fail both in quan-
lity and flavour." v, Jenner Fust on Barley—Jan. 1888, p. 4.

I should sow from 23 to 3 bushels an uere of good sound
2.rowed barley ; but this would depend upon the earliness of
the sced-time and tho preparation of the land. In a well pre-
pared loam, with the drill, in April, 2ishould be cnough;
in rough land, in the latter half of May, broadeast, 3 bushel
will not be too much ; but I would never sow barley in such
land : oats would pay better. Early sown barlcy. ceteris pa
ribus, always produces the best quality.

Sow grass-sced after the barley is up, if carly sown,

Always roll barley, but after the frost is off the leaf.

SJ:) Allowed to lic too long on the ground after cutting.
-—As to this point, I think it is not one very likely to occur
in this province. As a rule, most of our grain-crops are
caught up as socn a8 possible after they are down. The old
rule in England, that barley ought to pass through three
dews between cutting and carting, may have been a good
one, bat I confess that, if there 18 not much grassin the
picce, I should be inclined to let the grain stand till dead-
ripe and carry it as soop as it was fit. We never tie barley
in the Bast of England, for the straw would not wake bands
—t00 brittle— ; we supply turn it over once out of the swath,
with a long light pole, then roll it together into cocks with a
large fork consisting of a pair of teeth below and one tocth
above, and get it into stack as soon as possible.

(5) Not sweated in the stack.—~The maltster’s opinion is :
unless barley has had at least six weeks good sweating in the
stack, it won't work freely out of the couch. By this is
meant, it will not put forth its rootlets as fust as it ought to
do, and conscquently will neced the tiresome operation of
watering on the floors or picees, an operation that every
workiog maltster hates. I never made a steep of 2-rowed
barley during my ten years experience in Canada that did not
Tequire watering the 8th day out of the couch. The sweating
mellows the grain, and inoreases its power of imbibing water;
so muck is it desired in England, that if a maltster, from not
having reserved a suffioicat supply from the previous season
is obliged to work with new barley before the 1st November,
he will, if he understands his business, and most of them do,
give the grain a gentle sweat on the kilo before steeping,

(6) Threshing.—Forty years sgo, no maltster in the
Eastern counties would buy aey barley for pale-malt that had
been throshed by horse-power : they preferred flail-threshing.
The idea was that the beaters of the machine pulled off the
bran from the cnd of the grain and thus allowed the cscape

of the acrospire or plumule before 1t had converted the whole
grain into malt. They said tho beaters broke off the acro-
spire, but that was not the onse, In 1852, I took the first
portable steam-cngine and threshing-machine into Essez that
had’ beon used there, and I had great trouble in per-uading
the farmers to use it when I was not employing it myself;
but a little experience soon taught the maltsters of Suffron-
Walden that & drum and concave like those made by Clay-
ton and Shuttleworth of Lincoln, or by any of ths great agri-
cultural implement makers, do not injure the most delioate
griin, I confess that many of our common moulins & batire
are not caleulated to turn out a really first-rate sample of the
large-grained 2-rowed barloy.

I give an engraving of Howard's threshing-machine. This
firm and Clayton’s people have had many a severe contest at
the R, A. 8. of England's exhibitions ; as for saying which is
the better implement, it would be absurd to try, The feed-
mouth is five fect six inches in width, to take our long-strawed
wheat in side-ways, and they are fitted with blowers, screens,
&o., and with Aummellers to kuook off the beards of the bar-
ley. By the bye, the sced-barley I mentioued as having becn
tested by me had a great many more beards on it than ncees-
sary—there were 4 beards in the 50 graius—there ought not to
have been one; and, moreover there were 3 grains of wheat and
2 of oats : that won't do for the Eunglish market I can assure
you, The buyera there are willing to pay good prices, but
they want their goods sent to them in perfeot condition. For
czample : my finest white turnips would not scll at all on the
Borough (Séuthwark) market, beesuse the bunches were tied
with string insted of withy-twigs; they had to go to the
cow-keepers at 15s o load, fnstead of to the green-grocers at
23 6d a dozen bunches of 9=:2£16 10s a load. It was a lesson
1 rever forgot.

“Howard’s Royal prize Straw-trusser.

This Machine attached to an ordioary Thrashing Machine
will truss and bind as fast as the Straw passes through the
drum,

The average cost of Trussing Straw by hand is 2s, a load,
and by this Machioe 8d. a load. Price of Trussing Machince
for 4 ft. 6 in. and 5 ft. drums, £40.

Price of Trussing Machine with transport carriage, for 5
ft. aod & ft. 6 iv. drums, £50—Catalogues Post Frec.

J. & . Howarp, Bedford.

Lastly, dont forget that soil has more to do with the qua-
lity of the barley grown in it than climate.

Mutton~T have reccived of late several letters i-om the
States asking for information as to the whereabou's of good
short-woolled breeding ewes. I have done what I could to
satisfy my correspondents, but with tho exception of M.
Cochrane’s Shropshires and br. dark Dawes’ Southdowns, 1
know of no flocks of the kind required.
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