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James ii, 18-26. Sa.—Acts iil, 12-26. S.—Matt. xii.

22-33.
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GOLDEN TEXT.—Thy heart is not right |
in the sight of Godi—Acts vili, 21.
’\ CENTRAL TRUTH.—* The conscience of
| . |
| the wicked is defiled.” |
! |
A ot )

To THE ScHoLAR.—Notice that Rimon’s profession
seems to have been a false one, and that he did nor pray
tor himself, nor show any trae godly sorrow for his sin.

NOTES.—5Sumon, called * Simon Magus’—that is,
Simon the magician or sorcerer. He is said to have been
of GirToN, & town of Samaria; probably educated at
Alexandria ; practised magic 1 Samaria ; professed to
believe at Philip’s preaching ; rebuked by Pefer. Some
say_ lie again opposed Peter at Rome,and was deified there ;
others that he killed himselt.—Samaria, a noted city of
Palestine, about 35 miles north of Jerusalem, and about
midway between the Mediterranean Sea and the river
Jordan. It was founded by Omri about 925 B. C.; twice
besieged in vain by the Syrians (1 Kings xx. 1; 2 Kings
vi. 24 ; vii, 20); captured by the king of Assyria (2
Kings xviii, 9,10) ; again taken by Hyrcanus 109 B. C. ;
pmproved by Herod ; began soon to decay on the rise ot
Neapolis or Nablus, and is now only a mass of rains —
Plilip. 8ee Part V., p. 73.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topics.—(T.) Simon’s Svocrss, (I1,) BrymoN’s
Prowgssion, (IT1.) SimoN REBUKED.

1. SIMON’S SUCCESS. (9.) sorcery,practised by
ove who pretended Lo be yery wise as fortune-tellers now
do ; bewitched, charmed, deceived; great one, or
some * great being”—that is, more than a mere man.
(10.) least . . . greatest, all ranks of people; great
power, is sgome divine person.—(4lexcander,) (11 ) had
regard, respect, believed in his wisdom and power.

1. Questions.—Who was preaching in Samaria ? Was
it Philip the apostle / What power attended his
preaching ! How was the city moved by his work ?
Who had misled the people there before Philip came ?
How ? What was Simon called? What attention
did he receiye ? Why ?

11 SIMON’Ss PROFESSION. Simon himself—
that i, heas well as his- followers; wondered, for
Philip did real miracles, while fimon’s were only pre-
tended ones. (14.) apostles. See v. 1. (18.) offered
. « « oney,or ‘‘ brought them moneys.” (19.) this
power, this religious power, or right

17. Questions.—Who first believed at the preaching

of Philip ? What shows that Simon believed because
otliers did 7 At what did he wonder? Why ? Who
Tieard of this in Samaria 7 Whom did they senl there?
For what purpose ¢ What blessing did Peter and John
seck tor the Bumaritan converts? With what suc-
cess ¢ What power did Simon ,wish ? How did he
propose to getit ¢

11. sSIMON REBUKED. (20.) perish, literally,
“ May thy money with thee be to destruction!” gift of
(tod—that is, of the Holy Ghost.
no share in any way ; not vight, Ps. Ixxviii. 36, 37,
(22.) Repent, his s might be forgiven. | (23.) gull of
bitterness, the poison of serpents was thought to be in
their gall, hénce Simon wus in the deepest sin ; bound ot
intquity, sin a bondage. 2 Tum. i, 26. (24.) Pray ye,
lie does not appear to have prayed for himself ; none of
these things, punishment is what he fears, but no true
tear of God. (2b.) testified, borne witness, reporfed ;
rvetnrned to Jerusalem, or toward Jerusalem, doubt-
lesy preaching as they wene.

111, Questions.—Why did Peter reprove Simon ?
What was the thought of Siumon’s heart ¢ What more
was wrong with Simon? Why was 1t wrong of
Simon tomake the offer of money? State thetwo
thungs he was to do. Why ¢ In what sorrowful state
was he nowt How far did he regard Peter’s com-
mand ! Why did he wish to be prayed for ! Where

did the aposiles preach the gospelon their way to-Jex-;

usalem ?

What does this lesson teach us—

(1.) Asto the hypocrite’s love of applause !

(2.) Aslo the true way to gmn the gift of the Holy

Ghost ? {

(3.) Asto the need of sinners to repent and pray tor

themselves ! ¢

Ilustrations.—Paying jor the Place, "Two monks

eame one pay to William Rufus, king of England, to buy
an appointment to an abbot’s place, bidding over each
other in the sums offered for the favor. The king said to
u third monk who stood by, *“What ¢ ilt thou give for the
place ¥’ ** Not a penny” angwered the third, * forit is
againstmy conscience.”’  “Then thow deservest it,” re-
plied the king, and at once gave it to hin.—RBiblicat My-
UM ¥

Genvime Ceonversion. * Fish sometimes leap out of the
water with greater euergy, but it would be foollsh to cop-
clude that they will live out of it; in a moment they are
swimpnpg in it again as iffthey had never left the stream
indeed, it was only o fly that tempted them tothis sud-
den treak ; the water 18 thewr home. So sinners some-
times make a sudden leap at religion. We are not to be
too sure they are trwe Chrigtiany; but if they are,
they will not sooun be back again at their old sins,
Genuine eonverts do not return fo their old ways like
tish 10 the water.— Spurgeon.

ConNgered History.~While Petér and John were
preaching in the villages of Samarid, on their way to Jer-
usalen, Plilip was called of the Lord 1o go toward Gaza
to-talk with an officer of Ethioj ia.

LESSON V.

OcroBER 29.)

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN. [About 3¢ 4, D.|
Ruap Acts viil, 26-40, ReCITE v4, 34-37.

DAILY READINGS,—M.— Acts viils 26-40., 'Z.—Ps,

(21,) partnorlot,;

1xviit. 18-30. W.—Isa. liii. 1-12. 7h.—Luke xxiv, 13-27.
F.—Rom., x, 8-21. Sa.—Rom. v. 1-21. 5,—Ps. ix. 1-20.
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GOLDEN TEXT.—He that believeth and
18 baptized shall be saved.—Mark xai. '16.
CENTRAL TRUTH.— To him that hath |
shali be given.” ‘
e ALial ST e B

NOTES.—Gaza (stroug), eapital and stronghold of
the Phihistines, in the south-west corner of Palestine.
toward Bgypt; a very old ecity (Geu. x.19), taken by
Judah (Judges i. 18); ifs gates were carried away by
Samson ; the place of S8amgon’s imprisoument and dea'h ;
taken by Solomon (1 Kings iv. 24), by Pharaoh (Jer.
xlyii. 1, 5) ; destroyed 96 B. C ; rebuilt; destroyed by
the Jews A.D. 60 ; again a chief city of Syria in the reign
of Titus, now called Ghuzzeh, and has about 15,000 in-
habitants, bthiopia (burned faces—thav is, blacks), a
country of Africa, south of Egypt, and probably included
the present countries of Nubia, Abyssinia, ete. Candace
(Can-da-ce). a generar name for the queens of Ethiopia.
as Pharaoh was tor the kings of Egypt. Azotus, Greek
word for Ashdod (casile), one of the five cities of the
Philigtines (Josh. xin. 3), about three miles from the
Mediterianean, south of Joppa, and about haltway from
it to Gaza. It was noted for the worship of Dagon (1 8am.
v. 1, 2) ; was destroyed by Uzziah (2 Chron. xxvi. 6),and
again by Tartan (Isa. xx, 1); Jews found wives there
(Neh, xiii. 28) ; was taken by the king of Egypt (Jer.
xxv* 20) ; destroyed by the Maccabees (1 Mace, v. 68) ;
vistted by Philip; is now a poor village. Casarea, a
noted town on theroad from Egypt to Tyre, and south of
Mount Carmel. It is about forty-seven miles in a direct
line and sixty-eight miles by road from Jernsalem. In
the days of Herod it was a magnificent city, as its ruins
now show. Wild beasts and veptiles are its only mhabi
tants.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Mopies.—(I.) Sarvarion Desirep. (IL)
SALVATION PrEACHED, (I1L) SALVATION ACCEPTED,

I. SALVATION BESIRED. (26.) angel (Lukei,
13, 28) ; Philip, not the apostle, bat one of the seven
(Acts vi. 3): Gaza. See Notes. (27.) Ethiopia (see
Notes); eunuch, literally a ‘“ chamberlain,” an oflicer
having charge of the royal house and of the treasury
also ; worship, either as a foreign Jew or a conyert to
the Jewishreligion. “(28 ) chaxiot, riding: as an of-
ficer of rank ; Ksaias ; Greek word for Isaial.. (29,)
spivit, the Holy spirit, (30)* ramn, obeyed with haste ;
understandest, v. 81 ; Rom. x. 14, 15, (31) guide
(Ps. xxv. 9); desired, invited.

1. Questions.—What command did Philip receive?
“| By whom? Where was Gaza? Give a brief history
of the town. Whom did Pnilip meet ou his journey ?
What is aid of the rank of this man? Where had he
been? Why at Jerusalem ? What was he reading !
Why did Philip go near the chariot 7 State s ques”
tion. The reply. ~What invitation was given to
Philip ? T

Lare, the O1d Testament, the Greek version ; was led
Isa. 11, 7, 8. (38.) declare, describe the wicked peo.
ple among whom he lived. (34.) of whom, a time now

story of Jesus. ;

If. Questions.—What was the Ethiopian reading ?

" Where is 1he passage to be found ? Tsa. liii, 7,8,

| What quesiion was asked of Phliip? Wio was the
prophet describing ? How did Pnilip explain it ?

111. SALVATION ACCEPTED. (36.) hinder
me, why can I not be baptized ? Acts x 47. (37.) If
thou believest. See v. 12. (39.) canght away, see
Johm vi. 15. Acts xxiti. 10; 2 Cor. xi1. 2 ; either the
Spirit carried l}jx_n away bodily or moyed him to depart ay
once, a8 in v. 29; saw him no more, * ana the éunucn
saw him no more, tor he weat,” etc.—(Alecander.) (40.)
Azotuy, Ashdod (sce Notes); preached, as Peter and
John had done in Samaria. v, 25.

11T, Qi i ~What question shows that the

! Ethiopian understood Philip ’s sermon  v. 36. How
¢ did Philip answer? What confession did the Ethio-
pian make ? With'what act was this followed ? How
| did Philip leave the Ethiopian ? Where was henext
! ‘geen ? - 'Where did he further preach Christ
- Which verse of this lesson teaches us—

(1.) The advantages of studying our Bible ?

(2.) The importance of speaking to those needing
Christ?

(8.) That we ought to confess Christ now ?

ANCIENT OHARIOT.

N They that wait upon ¢
Sthe Xord  shall renew o
A{ﬁwir strength. '

VA VAV IVIVIVE
3 IsA. 40 31t

II. SALVATION PREACHED. (32) Scrip- i

to preach Chnsy, (35.) preached, proclaimed Aold the |-

| WEEKLY WITNESS.....

MESSE

PRIZE
On the 1st April we offered the following

prizes for the largest amount received on or
before Aug. 15th :—

For largest amount
For second largest amount,

THE

1st prize, $20
2nd do 15

Feor third do do 3rd do 12
For fourth do do 4th do 10
For fifth do do 5th  do 8
For sixth  do do 6Gth do 7
For seventh do do 7th do 6
For eighth do do 8th do i
For ninth do do 9th  do 4
Tor tenth do do 10th do 3

The competition being ended, we give the
names of the successful competitors: —

ve R PhIIps. i, o vmidsnep
. J. P. Meredith.
e Spronlstistol

T. & P. Rockwell
N. Kitfridge. . .....
0. G. E. Hathaway

ZOPAG TP 0

Rexew.—As a large number of subscrip-
tions are constantly falling due, we hope our
friends will not neglect to remew promptly,
and thus prevent their papers from being dis-
continued. 'We have no travelling agents,
consequently the work of increasing our sub-
seription list will devolve as heretofore upon
our numerous friends throughout the country.
Dimmy Wrrness, $3 ; Tri-Weekry, §2 ;
‘WeexrLy, $1.10 ; Dominron MonraLy, §1.50 )
MERSSENGER, 30c. ; per annum. The8e amounts
include postage. Registered letters are at
our risk.

BREARKFAST, —EPPS’s COCOA—GRATEFUL AND
ComMroORTING.—‘‘ By & thorough knowledge of
the natural laws which govern the operations of
digestion and nutrition, and by a careful appli-
cation of the fine properties of well-selected
cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast
tables with a delicately flavored beverage which
may save us many heavy doctors’ bills. - It ie
by the judiclous use of such articles of diet
that a constitution may be gradually built up
until stron enot:%h to resist every tendency to
disease. Hundreds of subtle maladies are float-
ing around us ready to attack Wherever there is
a weak point. We may escape many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified. with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame.”’—
Civil Service Qazetle. Made simply with boiling
water or milk, FEach packet is labelled—
“ Jamus Erps & Co., Homaopathic Chemists,
48 Threadneedle Street, and 170 Piccadilly ;
XVerl’i,s, Euston Road and Camden Town, Lon-

on.

MONTREAL “WITNESS” FOR
1877. '

v

To Our Frionds and, Readers :—

The publishers of the By, Tri-Wrrrry
and WxekLy editions of the Wrrxess take the
liberty of asking all old and new friends and
readers for a SPECIAL FAVOR to wit :—

Now that we have no canvassers out, please
tell all your friends and neighbors who are not
subseribers to this® paper, that every person
sending in his or her subscription during the
present month for any of the editions issued
from this office, including the NorTHERN MEs.
senaer and ‘Doxrvion MonraLy Will be sup-
plied during the year 1877 and the balance of
this year at the following rates :—

{ $4.00 Postpaid
o Balied Sioten
$2.50 Postpaid

| through Caunada
\ or United States.

DAILY WITNESS........

TRI-WEEKLY WITNESS;

($1."5Postpnid
e ‘(,,thmuxhv()a.ndd‘a
‘gr Um‘ted Staves.

; Far i "85‘0. ‘Postpaid
NORTHERN MESSENGER ! through Canada

or United States

DOMINION MONTHLY....| gget Ll
£ " *\ or United g“tlate:
It is almost unnecessary to remind our
friends that we are constantly improving the
abeve publications in providing interesting and
varied reading matter and illustrations of a
sound, moral nature.
Inorder to get the advadtage of these
figures it is necessary to subscribe at ence.
Jonn Dovaar & Sox,
o Pﬂbﬁdhersr
Montresal.

oo,

’yuunq‘. and the * Young rolks” of the NEW
MON

ADVERTISEMIENTS.

— The unanimous opinion of the ladies who
write the publishers concerning * Dress and
Health,”” is that it has been usetul to them, and
conveyed many valuable hints.

BETTER AND BETTER.—During the past few
weeks an extraoriinary demand has grown up
for ““ Dress and Health,”” and we mail a large
nnmber of copies daily to persons sending their
30 cents per copy for it. Letters have also
been received, speaking of the book in high
terms, and expressing the writers’ thanks for
the good advice therein coutained.

—Business men who desire a first class
medium to make known the character of the
articles they have for sale could not do better
than advertise in the NORTHERN MESSENGER Or
WEEKLY Wirngss. The circulation of the
former i8 NOW over FIFTY FoUR thousand, and
of the latter over TwENTY SEVEN thousand. .
These figures are large but reliable.

FOR THE FAMILY.

One of the most important family needs = thatot &
good healthy newspaper, by which every member can,
learn the world’s events and progress, and thns keep,

ABREAST OF THE TIMES.

To provide such a paper, with nothisg in it tgas can
injure, and at the same time have the effect of emeourag-
ing and preserving & firm religions. feeling, is the object
of the publishers of the WizNEss, and| their past experi-
ence shows that their efforts hayve not been in vain. Any-
readers of the MrssENGER desiviag

A COPY

can obtainithy applying to the publishers, JouN Dovaars
& SoN, Montreal, by return mail. The price-of the
WeskLY 18 $1.10 per year, making it the cheapast paper
published in Canada, and with the exception. of the
MESSENGER, perhaps 1 America.

NLARGED,

IMPROVED,
ILLUSTRATED.

THE FAVORITE MAGAZINE.

The NEW DOMINION MONTHLY is rapidly becoming
oue ot the most popular magazines. During the Months
or March, April and May, the receipts for subscripiions

were
FIFTY-FIVE PER CENT.

more than for the corresponding quarter of last vear
This advance is an evidence of the renewed interest which
18 being taken in 1his journal. Tts departmen’s are uy
follows :— <

{ MISCELLANEOQUS,

Comprising oririnal articles on topics of geueral interest

/by competent writers, and includes short and serial tales,

which can, without injury, be placed in the hauds of every

i YOUNG FOLKS
Is n department whose interest is mot confined to the -

young. ** Robinson Crusoe,” the most popular book for
juvenile, readers finds a8 many admirers amon 61;:x§l141();1,u :
! N

HLY are many of them gray-taired grandfathers
«r grandmothers, tathers and mothers. This department
18 ‘conducted on the prineiple that truthful lessons, simply

| stated, _re of universal benefit, and that their sunplicity

makes thon more useful.

THE HOME
I3 a depactmwnt that all can take an nterest in. Mams:
finds 10 it the newest recipes for everything, 1rom a pan-
cake to o Christmas pudding. Shewill also find hints for
dressing, health hints, and an innumerable variety of
étceteras. ‘vhe father can find in it discussions on educa-
tional and kindred topics. The danghters, hints how the:
home may be made beautiful and comfor able, and all the:
general laws by rollowing whicl, home iy preserved the
* happiest spot on earth.”
LITFRARY NOTICES of the most wholesome:
{‘l?;e books are given, with copious selections, and beagdes
are
ILLUSTRATIONS, comprising portraits of aminent:
men, and prewures which insiruct, and pictures, Whikis
amuse. The
CHESS PAGE will contain simple ganies-apd ‘y’l'o'
blems., Tt will not be conducted on the pringiples of the
mzh art of chess, butas an aid 10 amateugy, The NEW
DOMINION MONTHLY containg
NINETY-S1X PAGES
Each month, making in all eleven hundyed and fifty-two
Dages a year, and 18 sent postage free tor-one year to uuly
address 1n Canada or the United stares for $1.60. diugle
copies sent, post tree, for fifteen cents.
GOOD COMMISSIONS
Given to competent agents, male.or female, who may Ao
well by canvassing for this magezine. 5
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal.

HE SUBSCRIPTIONS

> SSENGER are:
for the NE! % 0.30

2.50

B

: ---200.00
. J. DOUGALL & SON, :
Rerig iy Publishers,
Montreal,
JOHN DOUGALL,
2 Spruce street,
New York.

The 1\:0R’I‘HHR‘N MESSENGER is printed and published
ou whe 18t und 16th of every month, at Nos, 213 and.
220 8t. Jumes street, Montreal, by JoEN DovuGALL
& NoN, composed ot Joha Dougall, of New York,
and John Redpath Dowgall and J. L. Dougall, ol
Moutreal.



