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vere it right to do so. I feel, as keenly a ainy man, tie force of what I henri a
lergymanr say, " that it was too tii nfil a suieet to dwell niii." But

s>nometimes palifinl suiiects mu. * be spbkeni of, in the hope that an alteration
for the better lay take place.

You .iy, and vith truth, that this seiious omitission "ought not, to Lavo
oCeurred iii a city where there are so many' re'ilent lcergymrren." You arc lot
alone in that opinion. It wa sa shamue anld a d-grave to tie ihurch cenerab;
anlu especially to thoe clergymnen who serve tie parishes in which such large
aid important meetings took place. It look ed as if We did not ieally believe
m what we proels. We were met togerier from ail parts of the country, souie
of us at ciderable expecse and -i0nvenien -e. arn there was io) opportuniity
givei for ineeting for worship : there was no " breaking nf bread' wiereby ve
miiglt bc knit togetherin lie bands of love and f1ellowsliip. Men camne arnd
mht, and spoke, and de.cided, and w cnt, as miei of business might do. All was
Co!! and(< dead !

[ would ask what are the clergy in St. JTohn alout ? There are i St John,
Portliand, and Carleton, sevei parish cihurrîce and a chapel of ease ; aii to

rve tIhese there are at least nine clergymen. And has înot every onc of tese
ien promi îsed. at the maost solemn period of his iilfe, that tie wiill be diligent

ryers, and in readinIg af the holy Seriptures ? And dous not the Ciurch
of England lay it down as a rule that Morninig and Evenîn- Prayer shall bc
1<dy .said and ued throughout the year Y And is not every Pri.st and Deacoin

ta saV daily this Moi ning and Eveiing Praver ini the chiureh where ie ilinis-
ters, that the people miay colie to hear God's Word, mnd to pray to lirm.
Vhat vere we country pvople fo tohink of rthee tovi clergv. wheni we asked. (as

i know sever.d did ask 4 where we conld go to church. and vere informed tiat
:nntong ail these nine cerzvnrmen i hcrewas not one who thonght it his diuty ta kcep
his solemn promîîise to God ; and that the oidy service was one at eleven o'clock
on WedneAdav, when the greater part of ii- could not attend.

Now, Mr. iMitor, I -lin a pîlii e immtry iin. but I rmut take the liberty of
saying that I dont understani onr what grounds tits great ieglecet ran bd excursed
If I were a iinster. I think [ shm d feet it my duty at leîat ta do what 1
hrad promise' and wiit the prayer-book told rie to do. And it secns to me
that it is a iinister's duty to open hiis parish church twice overy '.ty and read
irayers; if people coue ta pray with hii. well and good : if iot, stili he is

to pray there and then. I onee aked our elergyia a'l>out thiq, and ie seeri-
ed ta admit thiat ie ourgi to o tis miuch, but exeused hinîielf tin the ground of
havinrg great distances to other churches. Tiere might bc a reason iii thiscase
for neglecting his duty ; but enrdy thire is none in tih c:e of town clergymen,
who have butoneehurch andpari-h toserve. I siould fancy that when elergyien
are engaged in the active dutie; of therir calling, it would he a help andJ comfort
for thermr to have the stated hour of publie prier day by day : and surely there
arc in every populous parish soine old and infirmi people, to whomi it would be
a great privilege and bleing ta ive tie chance of joining in the service ofthe
Ciuîreh more frequently than on the Lord's day. At any rate, if the rules of
the Church were observed, it would not bc possible for nearly all the clergy of the
diocese, with lay delgates frou a mrrajority ofrthe missions, to cone together on
tie burmess of the Church, and have no opportunity of cominon worship. I
-jrestion if suchr a rmiserable aCcident coahl happen ii any othrer City except

t. John.
It has sonietinies occurred to me, as a liynan, that the clerl-el ruind mrust he

peculiarly formed. Would the clergy be satisfied if lay people undertook the
mîrost solen engagements anrd never tr ' to fuifil them ? And do they fanrcy
that ice do not observe their shorteonuî¿s? I can assure the reverend clergy
that this is not the age when duty can be igntored and nregieeted without obser-
vation. Particularly would I suggest to those reverend editors who for a num-
ber of years past have been erngaged in sowing dissension and distrust in the dio-
sese, and have set themselves against al arthority to which they were bound
to submit, that tthey would be riuvh better occupied if they would serve there
churcihes more frequently., and try to wipe away the reproach which attaches to
the city of St. Join, ofbeing probabiythe only place ofitssize in her Majesty'.
dominions in which there cannot be fotnd onc clergyman sufficiently pions and


