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Tiff HIGRER LIFE: "DEAD UNTO SIN, ALIVE UNTO
CHRIST."J

BY 11EV. C. Il. FOWLER, LL.D

T)EAD is the most absolute tern in hiuran speech. It admnits
of no modification. It lias no degrees. Wlien onîe is dead, tliat
setties ail possible relations to wvorld1y matt ers. Thiere is no0
grOingy back of this fiact. It is final. A nman mity retain somne
lingyeringy interest iii tlingiçs iii any other state. A man rnay be
sick even beyond the h)ope of the phiysicians, and stili retain a
chance of return. He rnay be a prisoner in a secluded dungeon,
yet., likze Richard, lie may corne ont to doinion. Hie rnay be
deser.ted by every ifriend, and wrecked in every virtue; still,
wvhile lifé lasts, there is hope. But wvheni lie is dead, lic is dcad.
1v is impossible to use a stronger tern or comibination of ternis
to convey the idea of separation, absolute and uncliangeable
separatÂu, fi-oni the tlhigs oif' tliis lifè. Mlien -Paul talks about
our being dead unto .sin, lie is exhiaustingy the capabilities of
humiiaii viionlit to coniceive, and of human Janguage to express,
the idea ot separatenless frorn sin.

Whiatever theory we nîay entertain about our privileges and
duties in Chlristian expcrieîîce, tiiere can, be no doubt that P>aul
thoult that saiaLlîood or Christian litè involved a deadness unto
sin tlîat extendcd, te every possible relation to it.

<C Crucitied ulîto the world " is another expression for deadniess
unto the wvorld and unto sin. If it is possible for you to liave
aîîy faculty dead, and yet acting as if it were flot dead at the
saine instant, thoen it wiii, Uc possible for you to tone dowi'î die
devotement deinauded by -apostolic inijunction. Consecration
that, puts the old nlature to the swvord, that can truthfully cout
itsel f «'dead unlto sin " and ',crucifled unto the ývorld," is a divine
requirement. Your grandfathier is, long ago, crumbled back to
dust; wvhat interest has lie in the politics or ex-citernent ot this
life. New railroads niay run over lus asiies, but hie lias niot the
sliglitest conceru. Are you thus dead unto sin ? Is your cratci-
hxioni unto the world sudei as to separate you frein its iarîits,
de.sires, strifes, plans, ambitions, prides, and spirit ?


