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shall weigb wvith hier? Sur-eiy the
terni " spirited " is somewbat out of
place; foreign critics accounit it soir-
did ;and advocates of a poiicy
wbich lias its inspiration solely iii
our " interests " have but littie grouind
for contenipt of those wl'bo declare
against Nvar altogether. And if wve
consider oniy our interests, in one
ever mieniorabie sentence Lord lDerby
lias decided the question froni that
point of view: "0f Englishi i nteiests,

bodail] clout the greatest is
peace." The reproachful terin, " Peace
at any l)rice," applied to the oppo-
nents of wvar bas been very mislead-
ing and injurious. it is flot for
peace, lýut for wzthat the " price,"
any, price, has te, be paid, and often
paid in vain. Any arnount of trea-
sure Iavished, and of lle expende.d,
any awvful " pric e" paid to ambition,
or fanaticisnîi, or lust of gain, is
quietly ove-rlooked or craftily thrown
into the shade by the advocates of
war, and yet they are allowed to
taunt those wvho resist tbem wvith
" being for peace at any price! " It
is high time that the combined arro-
gance and faisebood of this most
deceptive fallacy should cease to
impose upon men. Any future
struggie among, the great European
powers is likely to be both bloody
and costly beyond ail previous expe-
rience. Whien a single shot from a
cannon costs five and twenty pounds,
besides ail charges for transport to
the scene of bostilities, it is bard
even to imagine, and impossible to
calculate, the cost of a war. Wben
a ship that has cost half-a-million,
without ber stores and armament,
can be sent to the bottom. in twenty
minutes by torpedoes, the price of
war bas assunîed proportions that
are sirnply indefinite. (The Govern-
ment bas lately bougbt severali oo-
ton Armstrong guns, at £16,ooo,
wl/thaut the carn?-ages, wbicb are each
very costly.) Then, on land, the
forces required for modemn cani-
paigns are just na/ions in arms, noth-
ing less. " To place an a:-my in the
field " is a phrase whicb bas in recent

years Iost much of its force; to À.,,p
il ilere is the achievement which
taxes the belligerent. Froin almot
the commencement of active opera
tions, vast reinforcements 11ave 10 be
poured iii ; a series of successive
armies is in fact re(luired. Ilsus thse
accursed conscription is made into
a "gnecessity ; " the demon of ir-ar
demands such hiecatonîbs that the
manhood of an entire nation mnus,
be Laid under contribution tu suippx
them. So it coines 10 pass tIsai clîen
the joy of a mother in lier fiist-born
son is damped by the thought that
no sooner lias hie grown up than he
must leave hier for miiitary training,
andl perhaps for a distant and nmine.
less soldier's gra've. Shie rocks tihe
cradle with a pang, at the certain
prospect of having, by-and-bye, to
yield ber darling to the perils of wir.
The wvriter bas hieard such things
discussed amici tbe gladness of a
baptismal party. Even in time of
peace, tbe iinsettling effect of corn.
pulsory military training is severel).
felt. Just ai. tbe age Mien y'oung,
men sbould be getting into sone
satisfactory position, and perhaps
preparing to, marry, to be called
away from trade or work and be
compelled to, devote a certain teni
of the most v'aIuable and critical
portion of life to military service, is
in itself no sliit calarnity. And,
worst of ail, tastes and hiabits are
often formaed wbicb affect the after
years. If a youiig inan returns to
bis civil duties, untainted in inerais
and with bis business qualifications
and diligence unimpaired, lie has
escaped dangers of the uînsost se-
yen ty and exbibited extraordinary
force of character. Now, is Engand
prepared for compulsory and univer-
sal military service, witb ail its at-
tendant evils ? If success did not
attend our arms-and of ail things
tbe fortune of war is uncertain-it
liouid flot be forgotten that the

customi of exacting an indemnity
froni the vanquisbed bias been very
much in vogue of late ; and fron no
nation in tbe world wvouid such au
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