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ever beld amnongst Indians in British
America was held to-day. Their
hearts seemed fired at the thought of
carrying the news of saivation to
their benigbted brethren. At their
own suggestion $12 was soori taken
up to belp pay expenses."1

And so the story goes on describ-
ing bis work among the Indlians, bis
ministry among the whites, his ini-
tiation into controversial, writings,
bis active part in Conférence work,
bis frequent visits as a delegate to
the English and American Confer-
Fnces, and later bis educationai tours
ini Europe and educational work in
Canada. It was a full and overflow-
ing life. The words of the Scripture
were fulfilled, IlSeest thou a inan
diligent in bise business? He shall
stand before kings; lie shal flot
stand before men men." Hîs early
industry was a preparation for his
after life. No Canadian ever had
the entree to such good soclety, In
thxe best sense of the phrase, both In
England and on the Continent. No
chapters are more interesting than
those recording bis notes of travel in
the classic lands of Europe; bis in-
terviews with some of their Ieading
statesmen, scholars, and divines.
One chapter gives in detail the story
ivbich we have heard from his own
lips, of bis interview with Pope Pius
IX, in which the Canadian Method-
ist preacher took precedence of
titled dignitaries of bigh rank in the
Church of Rome.

Dr. Hodgins' task was one o! great
delicacy and difficulty. There were
serious gaps in the continuity of the
narrative, and these bie had to 1111 up
front the copious mate. al, including
many hundreds of letters and memo-
randa, in bis possession. He lias
acconiplished bis work with great
ability and success. No man living
could have done it so well. An in-
timate friendship of forty years, and
close official relationship of nearly
as long, specially qualified hima for
the task.

Mechanically, the book is worthy
of the subject. It is very closely
printed, and contains more matter
than many books of much larger sire.
A handsome steeterigravirig presents
the noble head of Dr. Ryerson ia

bis prime. A facrimie of bis bold,
vigorous writing is given ; and
nunierous other engravings-several
of tbemn full-page size,-illustrate the
scenes of bis life and labours.
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Mr. Lea, by bis previous volumes
on Superstition and Force, and on
Sacerdotal Cilibacy, bas proved
bîmselt an accomplisiied scholar in
ecclesiastical topics. The present
volume is one of the amplest and
ablest discussions of the important
subjects whicb it treats, that we
know, It gives evidence of such a
perfect familiarity %vith the copious
patristîc, scholastic, an~d eclesias-
tical literature of primitive and med-
imval times, as we judge few men
living possess.

The learned author first traces
with bistorical accuracy the graduai
assumption of powver by the Churcli
under the Byzantine Emnperors and
Carlovingian Kings, till it culminates
ini the papal omnipotence of the
middle ages.

The eictraordinary immunity front
civil law claimed by the Churcb,
under the privilege known as Benefit
of Ciergy, is then fuily discussed,
with much curious learning, and the
successiul efforts by wbicb it was
obtaîned, described. This strange
assumption was only nbolished in
England during tbe present century;
and, till comparatively recent tintes,
sentence of capital puni6hment was
pronounced "without benefit of
clergy."1

The greater part of tbe book-
nearly three hundred closely printed
pages-isdevoted to the historyof the
doctrine and practice cf excommuni-
cation. The dark dogma, that any
humant power bail authority to cut
off any humant soul front the Sacra-
zuents cf the Churcli on earth, and
fromn eternal life hereafter, bas been,
through thxe ages, an engine of tre-


