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CJHRISTMAS.

Christrnas is once More upOn us,

sud wc take this opportunity of wish-
iDg the patrons and friends of TUIE

CANADIAN ('1AFrSMAN a Merry Christ-
muas-a IHappy Christmas-and many
of tbem. \Ve wouid, at the same
tinie, remiuad our readers that if a
littie more interest were taken in the
literature of the Fraternity, and our
brother Masons made greator efforts
to secure subscribers for us, we wouid
enlarge our magazine and in many
ways add new features of interest to
it. We promise, however, that we
will endeavor to do our best for the
welfare of Masonry universal, quite
irrespective of the criticism of cliques
or thc scowis of "party." 'We 'wish,
then, every llirarûite who reads this,
the compliments of the season, and
trust that the coming new year mgy
be fraught with joy, pleasure and
happiness for himself and those near
ana dear to him.

BEMEMBER THE WIDOW AND
THE ORPRAN.

At this season of the year, when
ail who have the means sre re joicing
in the great home comforts of life;
when lodges and chal ters are feasting
and banqueting; when brethren and
conipanions are presenting out-going
officers with jewels and other testi-
monials; we repeat, when at this
lime when money is lavieli, Masons
éboula remember their obligations,
and recoileet that in our ranks there
are those who are bowed down with
care and sorrow, who are lying on

the bed of suffering and pain, who
are poor and penniless, and that in
loathsomne celiars and foui and filthy
garrets, Masons' widows and Masons'
orphans are existing, without friends,
without food, without fuel.

This is the time wvhen trueFe-
masonry rears lier head on higb, and
baring lier breast to the stGrma goes
forth in ail lier sitnplicity and purity
to performi the mission-the mission
that springs from faith-the mission
that waftq hope to the wan and weary
-the mission that bears on its wings
love and charity to all in distress, to
ail in misery, to all in sickness, and
abides as the comforting angel of God
by the bedside of the dying.

Freemasons who love Freemasonry
know this, appreciate this, and strive
to accomplisli this. The field is wide
and open; the patlis may be rank
witli weeds, brambies and briers, and
thisties may spread their thorny
branches on every side, the earth mav
be covered with netties and the
devil's weed, but amidst it ail the
fliramite plods on bis weary way re-
joie]og for amidst ail this apparently
hope?1esq, waste he itnows hie wiil fin&
a daisy here, perhaps crushed for the
time being, but soon to be restored
by refreshing water, a rose fading
there because it was k-iiled by its
surroundinga, a lily drooping because
it is entangledl with noisome weeds;
the Mason rejoices thon as lie goes
forth; lie cannot save al, he cannot
restore peace of mind to every one, lie
cannot relieve every case of misery,
wiokedness and despair, but lie can
do somethingy, and the million of
Masons on this continent can work
miracles at this season if they are
true to their pledges, faitlifui to their
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