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shounld not have been the case any-
where; but all who recall the cirgum-
standes of our late oivil war, will re-
member the “rush” infe the oraft
that occurred then. Men. pat on
Magonry as they would a helmet, to
proteot them from peril. The de-
mend for the degrees of Masonry
was prodigious, and the supply was
equsl to the demand. Even Military
Lodges were warranted, and Masons
were hastily made to order on the
field of battle. That was & period of
overproduction. Many rongh ashlars
were received then, whioh to this day
are rough enough, Not a few of the
personal stains on the escutcheon of
Masonry have been owing fo a period
of war, the perils of a field of bloody
confliot, and the consequent overpro-
duetion of Masons.

Another period of overproduction,
is when a countryis eminently pros-
perous, money plenty, and candidates
everywhere ready to pay handsomely
for the right to share in the secrets of
the-oraft. Shoddy rick men usually
make shoddy Masons. Gilding, under
these circumstances, has often bsen
mistaken forrefinedgold. Anapplicant
for Masonry should be refined, for if
be be not so upon entering, he will
likely never be so thereafter. Free-
imasonry is not a hospital for the cure
of morel ills, but an aggregation of
sound men, physically, mentally, and
amorally. But all men are not sound
in all these particulars—very far from
it. The sorutiny of a committes of
inquiry, and the test of the ballat,
are intended to ascertain the qualifi-
oations of a candidate, and ordinarily
do ascertain it, but not always. Ma-
sonry does not claim to be infallible;
and it is sometimes imposed uwpon,
hat its purpose is always to deteot the
anworthy, before initiation, if possi-
ble, uud afterwards, if such unworth-
3ness manifest itself afresh. Butitis
difficult to be gnarded against them
when times are “flush,” candidates
planty, and great financial prosperity
knockingat the doors of ull our lodges,
demauding admission.

. Still another pericd of overprodnoe;
tion, is, singularly enough, dnriag
“hard times,” when money is.scn ce,
the lodges poor, and candidates comy
paratively infrequently offering them-
gelves. Then it is, also, that poor

.material is built into our moral edi-

fice. Then it is that there is an
overproduction of Masons, even when
but few in the aggregate are being
added to the oraft. Liodges are too
snxious for members. Brethren drum
up reoruits. The money of a candi-
date is looked at more closely than:
himself,

It will thus be seen that Freema:
sonry is always in danger of a glut of
Masons—in time of war and in time
of peace, in time of commerecial pro-
sperity and in time of financial dis-
tress. We oannot, therefore, be too:
careful in sceutinizing the qualifica-
tions of every applicant for Masonry.
As tke Kansas Light says, ‘“There is
not one man in five that is of the
right material to be made a Mason,”
g0 that if we take the whole five,
where are we? Covered in with
rubbish. Tiet, it not be. Let the
Masounic orop be not large, but good.
Let us have Masons who are true to
their obligations, active and earnest
in sharing in the work of the oraft,
and life-long lovers of the Fraternity,
through sunshine and storm. Let us.
restrict our production of Masons,.
carefully select our material, and the:
result will be that the high character
of Freemagonry will be fully fain-
tained, and its repute so spotless thaf
even no one in the profane world will
dare to cast a stone at us.—Heystone.
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If the symbolism of the coinpass
and square was more strongly im-
pressed upon the mind of the initiate,
Magons would not, sometimes, malign
to the profane, ene whom in the lodge.
room he is apparently pleased to call
¢brother,” but would make an honest
effort to live up to the duties and




