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FARMING

Ver. XVIL

Canadian Eorses for the
Cape

The agnouncement made early in the week that the
Hon. Sydney Fisher, Minister of Agriculture, bad received
a cablegram stating that the Imperial Governmeat is pre-
pared to buy in Canada on satistactory terms 1,000 horses
and 1,000 cases of canned beans for the use of the Imper-
ial troops in South Africa has created somewhat of a flurry
in horse circles. While there are plenty of horses of cer-
tain kinds in the country, really fine types suitable for cav-
alry purposes are not so plentiful. Besides, the good
horses are so scattered over such a wide area that it will
take considerable time to make selections and secure the
quality required. However, we think the number required
can be secured, and the taking of so many good horses will
certainly improve values and greatly stimulate horse-breed-
ing throughout the country. The Minister of Agriculture
is to be congratalated on s2curing this order, and it isto
be bhoped that he will be able to 6l it with the type of
horse required.  To attempt to supply this demand with
anything but the quality and type required would be a mis-
take that would react in preventing further orders from
coming our way.

There isa difference in the kind of horses required for
active service and for regular garrison duty. While a
fiery-tempered horse might do in the latter case, in active
service only suchhorses aie wanted as can be easily control-
led on the field of battle. For cavalry purposes they require
to be from 15.2 to 15.3 hands high, weighiog from 1,075
to 1,150 pounds ¢ach and within an age limit of five to
seven years. They must be sound in every way, standing
well erect, strongly built, and with their general appearance
good. A little good breeding adds to their value. The
maximum price to be paid is not tc cxceed $150 cach, and
they will be bought for as much less as the market will
allow. Quite a number of horses are required for the sec-
ood Capadian contingent. A great mapy horses offered
for :his purpose have been rejected. One dealer reported
that out of some 150 offered only atout one half were
taken. Only the very best are selected, though it is report-
ed that some parties authorized to purchase horses in the
country have shippzd in some very inferior animals.
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Should the Provincial Winter
Show Move Around ?

In a fcw weeks the representatives of the various breed-
ers’ associations who control the Provincial Fat Stock,Dairy
and Poultry Show will meet to arraoge plans for next win.
ter’s exhibition A question of irnpostance that should come
up for discussion is whether it would pnot be advisable to
secure the permavent locaticn of the show. The difficulty
of securing suitable buildings in which to hold the show
makes it almost imperative that some central point should
be selected where each year the show should be Leld. The
many new features that have been added 10 the show of
late years, and the increased and special accommodatios re-
quired for the show proper, render a2 movement in this
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direction a necessity.  If it were possible ., following the
itinerant plan to secure suitable accommodation each year
there would be no reason for changing.  But the experi-
ence of the past three or four years has shown that such
accommodation cannot be secured at every point where it
wonld be advisable o hold the show in following out the
tinerant plan aod it is unreasonable 10 expect any city or
town to go 10 any great expense in providing proper build-
ings, etc., for a three or four days’ show that can remain
only a year or two atmost. If it were decided to locate
the show permanently at one place, say for eight, ten or
more years, there are many cities in the province that might
be induced to put up suitable buildings, and to provide the
necessary accommodation for the show, iree of charge.

We believe that nearly all the breeders who patronize the
show, and others interested,will agree with this view. But
it 1s one thing to have certain views on a subject and
another thing to act. The Provincial Wiater Show
is too valuable an educational factor in the develop-
ment of the live stock interests of this couotry
to have its efficiency impaired by aoy indecision in
this regard. Now is the time{to act, and we are led
to believe that united and systematic effort on the part of
the breeders along the lines we have indicated will meet
with the hearty approval of the Goveroment, which might
be induced in such case toincrease the anpual grant to the
show. Everything will depend upon the action of the
stockmen in this matter. If they are willing to go on year
after year holding the shox at places where suitable build-
ings cannot be secured, as was the case last year, they wiil
likely be allowed to do so. But we mistake very much the
spirit of the breeders of this country if they do not take
advantage of the present crisis in the history of the show
to secure permanency and suitability in the accommoda-
tion provided by doing away with the itinerant plan.

The ijtinerant plan has beep tried with other exhibitions
10 this country and has been found unworkable and uvasat-
isfactory, as in the case of the old Provincial Exhibition.
The great English Royal Show follows the itinerant plap,
but there are doubts about the advisability of doing so
even in its case. Last year's show at Maidstone was far
from being as successful as those of other years because of
the place where the show was held. A good example of a
permanent exhibition and oge that is almost identical in its
interests with our winter show is the Smithfield show. This
has been held in one place for over a century and is to-day
as successful and as full of vigor as it ever was. A perma-
nent location of the skow makes it possible to have suit-
able accommodation provided which can be improved
upon year after year as new features are added aud the
necessities of the case demand.

As to the place where the show should be located and
the means to be adopted to secure the proper accommoda-
tiop, much might be said. We have no desire to mention
one place in this connection to the detriment of any other,
but in discussing this question recently with several inter-
ested parties, the cities of Brantford and Guelph were
prominently put forward. One of the most, if not the
most, successful shows ever held was that of 1898, at
Brantford, and many stockmen in cobsequence have a
friendly feeling for that locality. Besides, the citizens of
Brantford exerted themselves in an energetic and en-
thusiastic way to make the show a success,, and might



