
Commercial Education in the United States.

ciai education higher and broader structed upon the plan suggested by
than that given by even the best the founder extends over four years,
of the so-called business colleges. and is oie of the regular college
About ten years ago the American courses leading to the degree of
Bankers' Association began to direct Bachelor of Science and Economics.
the attention of educators and the In 1897-98 there were eighty-seven
public to the need of a more ade students in this school. Besides
quate.professional training for young many subjects usually included in
men preparing for business life. A higher education, particularly cer-
committee was appointed to find tain branches dealing with political
out what was being done in this and social problems, the course in.
direction in the institutions for cludes the following topics which
higher education in the United relate to commerce: Accourting,
States. It was found that the physical and economic geography,
Wharton School of Finance and practical economic problems, al-
Economy of the University of Penn- gebra, German, business law,money
sylvania was the only institution and banking, business practice,
offering a course of study of a grade theory and geography of commerce,
comparable with the regular col- pohtical economy, economic history,
legiate course, and specialising those history of law and legal concepts,
subjects most important to thorough local and municipal institutions,
training for business and citizenship. public finance and transport.
At the request of this committee,
Dr. Edmund J. James, then profes- UNvERSITY 0F CALIFORNIA.
sor in the Wharton school, was in The Board of Regents of the Up:
vited to visit the leading educational versity of California on January
centres of Europe, examine their 15 th, 1898, decided to establish a
best commercial schools,and present college of commerce in that institu-
a report' upon the subject. Prof. tion. The college was formally
James presented his report to the opened at the beginning of the last
American Bankers' Association in term of the saine year. The four
1893. years' course is parallel with the

The agitation begun by the Ameri- curricula of the college of general
can Bankers' Association has re- culture, about one-half of the sub-
sulted in the establishment of coin jects studied being prescribed in
mercial departments in at least two these colleges. The subjects making
universities, those of California and up the other half of the fundamental
Chicago, the improvement of busi- course are selected from a broad
ness courses in a number of col- field covering philosophical, legal
leges, and the organization of such political, historical, economic, geo-
courses in other colleges, and in graphical, technological, and mathe
many publ'c and private high matical studies. It is stated that
schools and academies. " this college is intended to afford

THE WHARTON SCHoOL. an opportunity for the scientific
study of commerce in all of its rela-

The Wharton Scliool, founded in tions and for the higher education
1881, was' the first institution in the of business men, and of the higher
United States to offer a thorough officers of the civil service." Be-
professional education to young nen sides the fundamental courses the
contemplating business careers. The new college offers a large number of
course in finance and economy con- special courses, and the student may
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