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INSECTS, WIREWORM, &c.

It is in the larva state that the ravages of insects
sre most felt, and this requiresa word or two uf ex-
plavati. n. a

Berrerrnies, Moras, and many other insects,
undergo 2 uccession of ehanges. «r trinsformations,
prior to theil. ursummg theic last aud fr quently
gorgeous form under which we 3-¢ thewm flustering
from flower to fluwe~ Ot course I speak now more
particulaily of the buttaifly. The moths are usu-
ally. theugb, 1o doubt, many of them are extrewely
beautitul m-ch more sober in their wovemeunts, und
less gnudy in their plumage. They are, al=u, priu-
cipally ot noutuinal bab ts, and con= quently come
less Iregaently, aod less stiikioaly, under our . otice.

The female moth or buttesfly deposit: an egg,
which gradually ripening to maturity, becomes, o
magyot, grub, or caterpiliar, Ubisis called the larva
and 1t is. 1w this stage that the iuscets prove most
noxious to the farmer’s ciops. These larve are ex-
cessively voraciv-g, and their ravages termivate coly
with thewr next transtormation 1uto the state of pupa
orchyrsalis  Prior 0 assuming this state, the cater-
piliar forsakes its fovd. und recks some retired and
safe retreat, usually burying itself for this purpose
undorground. e head then praduaily bends for-
ward, aod the face is embraced by the upper or tho-
rocic feet; the body likewise becomes contracted in
its diwensiovs, more particularly in it~ length, and
alto gradua ly becomes covered witha firm and shell
like coat or case. This isa thickening sud indura-
tion oi the skiu of the gran, nut of the epidermis
or cuticle; for thatis gralually cast asaslough,
in proportion as the work ot transformation proceeds
The curysalis is soun forwed ; come inseets envelop
themselves in o web, as t e silkworm, &: ; o'hers
dorot. 1 uring this stage, the iuscct is, of course,
putfectly barmicss. In evurse of time, tie peifect
inseet is loimed within ite shelly sheath jit now cow-
meuces the work of breuk'ng open its piison, hav-
ivg eff eted which, it anerges in a1 the leauty of
insect perfection.

CareepiLLars do nof prey indiscriminately on all
gorts of berbage or faiming produce. Each species
has its fuvorite p.ant, or plants ; and not even star-

vation will induce it to transg; ress these {imits that
mstinct bas assigned to its appetite, or eat of a plant
of anuther sort.

Oae of the most destroctive grubs which iofests
the fields of ‘he agriculturist, or renders futile the
care aud skill of the gardeners, is, perbaps, that well
kuown larvee—the WirZwons. I may here observe
that the general name of wireworm is given to the
larce of many species of be- tle, all, however, very
sitmilar in habirs aud appeaiauce. and £0 equally
aifted ns to their destiuctive powers, that it would
be ditficult, indeed, to draw auy distinction in this
respect between them.

Scarcely any land is free from the ravages of some
one or otber of the wireworms ; a.d there is scarcely
auy descr.pt.on of ciop upou which they wil not
prey wi hogual greediness Wherever grass or any
surt of herbage will grow, there will the greedy
wireworm be found. The beetles, of which the wire-
worms are the larvae, are those called the ELATERS;
also spring-beetles, tkipjacks, and c¢-ick or snip-
beetles. from ihe pswer they poasess of springiog up
wit*a ¢ ick or -vap-like noise when placed upou
their backs. The egys of tre wireworm are very
misute and are deposited in the earth at the rovts
of the youug plants, When firgt hatched they are
invisible to tke nukd eye, but attain pearly the
length of ap iuch when full grown, and ia this state
of larvee they remain for nearly five years. No wop-
der, therefore, that, between their longevity and
rapacity, they chould be deemed by farmers sv very
pisti ent & scowrge. Duriug the continugnce of
their larva state, these worms cast tbeir outer skin
several twes, beirg white in color, and very teuder
for a short p rivd afier euch sloughing; at other
times they are covered with a hard and colid coab
of a horay cousistevcr, so fim and impenetzable as
to render them proof against must of the oidinary
remedies that might be used for ibeir destruction.

Wir- woras are somewhat more than balf an inch
in lengthb, and resewble the meal worm fa sppearance
but are wure svgular, less perfec Iy cylindiical,
more flatteued above uud below. Tueir head ls buruy
aud forwed for perforativn, sud the mouth, thuugh
small, is turnisked with & most effi ctive pair of very
powerful jaws  There a.e six feet on the upper pors
tion of the ihorax. snd one ac the extrem ty or tail.
The former are called p.cte 2l or thoracic, the lat-
ter, anal,



