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SAW

MILLS.

The oll_method of making boards and plank .
was to split up the logs with wedges, and then |
shape and smooth them with the axe. A gieat,
improvemnent vpon this methal was 10 saw the
logs with a hand saw diiven by two men,—the
same method now in use in sowme ship-yards, to
saw paitienlar boards aud planks.  The log to be
sawed is placed upon ¢ ways,” or stagings,
erecled over ¢ pits,>® or trenches in the ground.
The saw used is about the lenath of the ciuss-cut
saw, the plate stiaight on either edge, wider at |
ore end thau at the other, anda staionary handle |
at the wide end composed of aiound piece of
wood some foot wnd a hall or two feet in lenasth,
an inch and a hall in diameter, aud placed at .
right angles 1othe plate.  Thenanoew end of the |
saw hasa handle to be ¢ skipped o1 unshipped,” |
at will ;so that the saw can be drawu, or thrust |
through the saw-kerf, at pleasme.  In using this |
saw, one man stands upou the log with the sta-
tionary handle in his hauds, while his assistant
stands in the ¢ pit,” or tiench,—aund in this po-
sition they ply the saw up and down, making
slow progress through the log,

In this manner, boards and plank were sawed
almost universally in Farope, as Jate as 1500, aud
few were known in Fiance even, for Lalf a’cen-
tory after that date. Aslate as 1553, an intelhgent
Euglishman travelling in Fiaunce, saw a saw-mil}
for the ftirst time in his life, and desciibed it as a
very great curiosity.  More thau a hundred years
subsequently, in 1663, a venturons Datchman iu-
troduced the first saw-mill into England, but an
inturiated mob of ¢ sawyers,” aud their friends,
bioke up the mill, and foiced the Dutchman to
fiee the country.

Saw-mills were introduced into the English
colonies, however, at an earlier date.  As carly
as 1633 one was set up at Newichewaunock, now
Berwick in Maine, by Ambrose Gibbin, the |
Ageut of Mason & Gorges. This was the first
mill erected in Maine, now buasting more saw-
mills, aud of nicar make, thanany other country.
But in England, they still see-sawed on in the old
way, and w 1753, twenty years after a saw-mill
had been butilt up here in the wildeiess in what
is now old Dewrytield, there was not a saw-mill
in Englard. 1n that year an extensive timber-
merchant erected one v Eugland, but the inl-
riated populace tore it in pieces. In fact, such is
the prejudice in England against the introduction
of rmbor-saving machinery, that saw milis were
not generally troduced 1to that country, untl
ahout the commencement of the preseut century.
And even now, in many of the jumber yardsin
England, their deals from American and Notthern
Jumber are rawed by hand.—Farmer’s Monthly
Visitor N. 11,

PERSEVERANCE AND GENIUS,

Perseverance is the distinguishing characteristic
of great men. Do you ask for instances? The
age of history abounds with them. Read the
ife of Demosthenes, and ask yourself what it
was that made the poor, stuttering son of a cut-
ler, become the most famous orator of ancient
times. Read the life of Virgil, and then say
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what it was that wade him—the son of a baker
~—the most celebrated of Latin poets,  Read the
life of Zt~op, aud consider how it was that he,
who was the so1 of a slave, and alsoa slave
himself, managed to acquire so imperishable a
fame. Read the life of ‘Thomas Wolsey—son of
a Lutcher—Cardinal of the church of Rome,and,
next to the Xing, in his day the most powerful
person in the English domiunions.  Read the life
of William Shakspeare, also the son ofa butcher,
and one of the most famouns poets the woild has
everbeheld.  R:ad the life of Oliver Cromwell,
amai who rose from a comparatively humble
station to be the Protector of the Eughish Com-

i monwewith, and who was assuredly the greatest

man that ever ruled the destinies of this empire.
Read the life of Benjamin Frankling who, in his
carly days, wasa journeyman printer, but after-
waids oue of the most celebrated of American
philusopirers and statesmen.  Read the hife of
William _Gitford, the editor of the Quarterly
Revicw in after times, but in his youth au hum-
ble shoemaker’s apprentice, and for want of
paper was obliged to work his algebraic problems
on leather with an awl.  Read the hfe of Robert
Buras, a ploughman of Ayishire, in Scotland, but
perliaps the preatest of Scoteh puets.  Read the
Iives of Allan Ramsay and James Hogg, both of
whom weie sons of aariculiural laborers, bnt
who, as puets, were liizht ornaments of the land
ol Robert Burns.  Read the hfe of James Cuok,
who for a long time was nothing Lut 2 cormon
sailor, bot who afterwinds, on voyages of dis-
covery, saled three times round the world. Read
the life of Jeremy Taylor, who was a baiber’s
boy, and afietwards a D.D.  Read the life
of Thomas Talford, the great civil engineer, who
was once a shepheid’s boy, Read the life of
Inigo Juues, who was first a journeyman caipen-
ter, and then the chief architect of his ane.
Read the life of Halley the astionomer, and son
of a pour suapboiler.  Read the hfe of Huay the
chemisty the son of a poor weaver. Read the
lives of Smeaton and Renuie, Loth eminent en-
gineers, and both of them ut ounc tine merely
makers of mathematical jnstruments.  Aud
when yon have read all these, ask yowself
whether perseverance had not as wuchto do in
making those great men as any other quality
whichthiey possessei'.— Working Muan's Friend.

WINTER THE TIME TO THINK.

Winter is the time for farmers to think—spring,
summer, and fall, to work ; and the three latter
season’s lubour will be to Intle profit, if the time
of the first shali have been misspent. All the
plans of the next seasou’s operations should be
laid and well considered during winter. All im-
provements, all designs for new operations ; all
the work to be done, should then be considered
and prepared for; so that, when the time for work
antives, he wiil have uothing to do but to « go
ahead.” Then he has no tume to think ; but’if
he has been wise duiing winter, he will have no
need of it, It is a pitiful sight to look at in the
spring, when all nature is in an ecstacy of delight,
1o see a farmer flying about “ Jike a hen with her
head cut off,”” trying to do a thousand things at



