
HIS VISIT TO UPPER CANADA

Majesty praying her to choose a permanent capital.
The place selected was the city of Ottawa, on
account of its situation on the frontier of the two
provinces, the almost equal division of its popula-
tion into French and English, its remoteness from
the American borders, and consequently its com-
parative security in time of war. Some years later
it became the capital of the Dominion of Canada-
the confederation of provinces and territories ex-
tending across the continent.

In the autumn of 1849 Lord Elgin made a tour
of the western part of the province of Upper
Canada for the purpose of obtaining some ex-
pression of opinion from the people in the very
section where the British feeling was the strongest.
On this occasion he was attended only by an
aide-de-camp and a servant, as an answer to those
who were constantly assailing him for want of
courage. Here and there, as he proceeded west,
after leaving French Canada, he was insulted by
a few Orangemen, notably by Mr. Ogle R. Gowan,
who appeared on the wharf at Brockville with a
black flag, but apart from such feeble exhibitions
of political spite he met with a reception, especially
west of Toronto, which proved beyond cavil that
the heart and reason of the country, as a whole,
were undoubtedly in his favour, and that nowhere
was there any actual sympathy with the unhappy
disturbances in Montreal. He had also the grati-
fication soon after his return from this pleasant
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