THE NAMES SIOUX, AND DAHEOTAH. 51

*'The Dahkotahs in the earliest documents, and even
until the present day, are called Sioux, Scioux, or Soos.
The name originated with the early ®voyageurs® For
centuries the Ojibways of Lake Superior waged war
agaimst the Dahkotahs; ands whenever they spoke of
them; called them Nadowaysioux, which signifies enc-
mies.

.- The French traders, to avoid exciting the attention
of Indians, while conversing in their presence, were
accustomed to designate them by names, which would
not be recognised. =

The Dahkotahs were nicknamed Sloux, a word com-
posed, of the two last syllables, of the Ojibway word, for
foes.

Charlevoix, Who visited- 'Wlsconsm in 17 21, in his-
h;lstory of New France says: “ The name of Smux, that
we give to these Indians, is entirely of our own making,
or rather it is the last two syllables of the name of
Nadouessietix, as many nations call them.”

.. From an early period, there have been three great
divisions of this people, which have been subdivided
into smaller bands. The first are called the Isanyati,
the Issati of Hennepin, after one of the many lakes
at the head waters of the river, marked on modern

" - maps, by the unpoetic name of Rum. It is asserted by
Dahkotah missionaries now living, that this name was
given to the.lake because the stone from which they
manufactured the knife (isan) was here obtained. The
prmmpal band of the Isanti was the M’dewakanton-
wan. -In the journal of Le Sueur, they are spoken -~
of as remdmg on a Ia.ke eagt of the Mississippi. Tra-

{%Pronounced as 1f wnttenvMedday-wawkawn-twawn. :




