vi PREFACE

A leading feature of this book is the adequate treatinent for
the first time of the history of the well-nigh eighty years just
closing, from the union of all the fur traders of British North
America under the name of the Hudson’s Bay Company. This
period, beginning with the career of the Emperor-Governor,
Sir George Simpson (1821), and covering the life, adventure,
conflicts, trade, and development of the vast region stretching
from TLabrador to Vancouver Island, and north to the
Mackenzie River and the Yukon, down to the present year,
is the most important part of the Company’s history.

For the task thus undertaken the author is well fitted. He
bas had special opportunities for becoming acquainted with the
history, position, and inner life of the Hudson’s Bay Company.
He has lived for nearly thirty years in Winnipeg, for the whole
of that time in sight of Fort Garry, the fur traders’ capital, or
what remains of it ; he has visited many of the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s posts from Fort William to Vietoria, in the Lake
Superior and the Lake of the Woods region, in Manitoba,
Assiniboia, Alberta, and British Columbis ; in those distriets he
has run the rapids, crossed the portages, surveyed the ruins of
old forts, and fixed the localities of long-forgotten posts; he is
acquainted with a large number of the officers of the Company,
has enjoyed their hospitality, read their journals, and listened
with interest to their tales of adventure in many out-of-the-way
posts ; he is & lover of the romance, and story, and tradition of
the fur traders’ past.

The writer has had full means of examining documents,
letters, journals, business records, heirlooms, and archives of
the fur traders both in Great Britain and Canada. He refurns
thanks to the custodians of many valuable originals, which he
has used, to the Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company
in 1881, Right Hon. G. J. Goschen, who granted him the
privilege of consulting all Hudson’s Bay Company records up



