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loom up from the horizon of life.” Such was the
case amid the quietude of their affections. By
some inadvertent impulse of human nature their
chastity was sacrificed, and Frederick and Clara
became parents before they had sanctified their
affections upon the altar of matrimony. .

The event threw a shadow into the homes of
both families, and se]rved as food for the tongues
of idle gossips among their acquaintances.

Mrs. Charlston and her daughters paid a re-
~ spectful visit to the house of Mrs. Hazledon—or
Mrs. Collins as she was then named,—and with
whom Clara was then staying. They carried
with them presents of various sorts; and even
Mr. Charlston himself, although chagrmed at
the event, evinced a charitable spirit by placing
twenty guineas in the hand of Clara, asa present
in behalf of his grandson.

Frederick stole his visits under the secret shades
of evening, and showed every expression of
sympathy and a.ﬁ'ectlon for Clara and the little
one; at the same time promising the consum-
mation of their union as soon as circumstances
would conveniently permit. A few weeks after
the birth of the child, in December of 1868,
- Frederick made a tour into Devonshire for the
- purpose of visiting an uncle residing in the

. town :of Exeter, and also discovering some’

thriving village or town where he might find
© ready employment with the view of eventually




