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as he can boast of more than sixty years of age, many of which he has
passed in the bosom of his family, and surrounded by the most peaceful
péasantry in the world. He has also been rich in fortune and pros-
perity, both of which have hitherto been deserved as amassed by his own
labours and honest exertions. Alas! that his overwrought Republican
opinions should, at the close of a long life, have led him to comn{it

those offences against the laws of his country, which must terminate in
Bhis own ruin, and the sacrifice of his valuable property.

Girop, frequently confounded with and mistaken for Girouard, was a
wiss. He went to Canada about six years ago as an adventurer,
thrust himself upon the notice of the Government as having imported
into the province a new system of agriculture peculiarly adapted to the
Canadian farmer, and requesting assistance to carry his plan into
effect ; but not meeting with the encouragement he anticipated, he con-
- ceived he might turn his talents to more advantage by joining the rebels ;
2% and being unsuccessful with them at Grand Brulé, he retreated to Point
€ au Tremble, where he put an end to his republican schemes and adven-
tures by blowing out his brains. '

The British settlers at this part of the Montreal district had, from the
commencement of the revolt, been so persecuted and annoyed by the
Canadians, nay, even driven from their homes, and that during the

48 the inhabitants of ¢ St. Eustache” and * Grand Brulé” that severe degree

& of retributive vengeance which they experienced from the hands of the
loyalists, but which the Queen’s troops (to whom have been falsely
attributed those acts of severity) endeavoured, with their wonted forbear-
ance, to prevent. True it is that the small force under the orders of
Colonel Wetherall, at the battle of St. Charles on the Chambly River,
were directed by that gallant officer to follow up their successes by those
decisive and.rigorous measures which dictated the necessity of destroying
the property of the principal traitors in that quarter ; but when we con-
sider the very critical situation of that brave and little band, surrounded,
as they then were, by an extensive disaffected population marching

¢ measures as should frighten the traitors from their rebellious purpose,
@ which, to persons unacquainted with the true state of that part of
4 the country, may have appeared harsh and uncalled for, yet, upon dis-
8 passionate reflection, must be deemed both merciful and salutary,
® resulting, as they did, in staying the progress of the vebellion, and
thereby preventing that effusion of human blood which must unavoidably
bave ensued had the warfare been protracted, and the deluded habitans*
not have retired to their homes as they did, and that very rapidly, on
** learning the fate of their misguided compatriots; besides which, it has
@ been positively ascertained, that had the expedition under Colonel
Wetherall failed, the revolution would then have been complete, as
the entire Canadian people, flushed with the check the troops under

olonel Gore experienced from the Patriot force at St. Denis, were
only waiting a similar result at St. Charles to rise enmasse. ’

# Term used on alf occasions for inhabitants or country people.

most inclement season of the year, that it is not surprising, when they -
found themselves in a position to retaliate, they should have inflicted on

upon them from all sides, no alternative remained but to employ such .



