The Freld of Labour.

is no sinecure either before or after his initiation. If he should be
scen by any one while he is commuuning with the spirits in the woods,
he is killed or commits suicide; while if he fails in the cure of any
man he is liable to be put to death, on the assumption that he did not
wish to cure his patient. This penalty is not always inflicted ; but,
if he fails in his first attempt, the life of a medicine man is not, as a
rule, worth much. The people who are bitten by these maniacs when
they come in from the woods consider themselves highly favoured.”

Mr. Duncan, in 1857, gave the following painfully curious
description of the medicine men :— :

¢ The superstitions connected with this fearful system are deeply
rooted here ; and it is the admitting and initiating of fresh pupils
into "these arts that employ numbers, and excite and 4nterest all,
during the winter months. This year I think there must have been
eight or ten parties of them, but each party seldom has more than on
pupil at once. In relating their proceedings I can give but a fain!
conception of the system as a whole, but still a little will show the
dense.darkness that rests on this place.

‘[ may mention that each party has some characteristics peculiar to
itself ; but, in a more general sense, their divisions are but three, viz.,
those who eat human bodies, the dog eaters, and those who have no
custom of the Kind. Karly inthe mMorning the pupr e ou
on, the beach, or on the rocks, in a state of nudity. Each had a place
in front of his own tribe ; nor did intense cold interferein the slightest
degree. After the poor creature had crept about, jerking his head and
screaming for some time, a party of men would rush out, and, after
surrounding him, would commence singing. The dog-eating party
occasionally carried a dead dog to their pupil, who forthwith commenced
to tear it in the most dog-like manner. The party of attendants kept
up a low growling noise, or a whoop, which was seconded by a screech-
ing noise made from an instrument which they.believe to be the abode
of a spirit. Ina little time the naked youth would start up again,
and proceed a few more yards in a crouching posture, with his arms
pushed out behind him, and tossing his flowing black hair. All the
while he is earnestly watched by the group about him, and when he
pleases to sit down they again surround him and commence singing.
This kind of thing goes on, with several different additions, for some
time. Before the prodigy finally retires, he takes a turn into every




