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recognize what animal is meant, if the artist did not emphasize
what he considers the characteristic features of animals. Tþese
are ýo essential to his mind that he considers no representation
adequate in which they are missing. In many cases they becone
the symbols of the animal. We find, therefore, that each animàl
is characterized by certain symbols, and great latitude is allowed
in the treatment of all features other than symbols.

I will illustrate this feature of the art of the Indians of the
North Pacific Coast by means of a number of characteristic
examples.

Fig. 6 is a figure from a totem pole, which represents the beaver.
It wil/be noticed that the face is treated soewhat like a human
face, particularly the region around eyes and nose. The posi-
tion of the ears, however, indicates that the artist intended to
represent an animal head, not a human head. While the human
ear is represented, in its characteristic form, on a level with the
eye (Figs. 26 and 28), animal ears are indicated over the fore-
head ; that is to say, approximately in the position in which they
appear in afront view of the animal. Their characteristic shape
may be seen in Figs. 6 and 7, and in many others. While the ears
characterize the head as that of an animal, the two large incisors
serve to identify the rodent par excellence,-the beaver. The tail
of the animal is turned up in front of its body. It is ornamented
by cross-hatching, which is intended to represent the scales on the

ver's tail. In its fore paws it holds a stick. The large incisors,
th il with cross-hatching, and the stick, are symbols of the beaver,
and ch of these is a sufficient characteristic of the animal.

Fig. is another representation of a beaver from a totem pole.
It resem les Fig. 6 in all details, except that the stick is missing.
The beav is simply holding its fore paws raised nearly to its
chin. 'I'be are other carvings in which the beaver is shown with
four or 6ve tôes, but the symbols described here never vary.

In Fig. 8, which is the handle of a spoon, we find only the first
of the symbols of the beaver represented, namely, its incisors.
Only the head and the fore paws of the animal are shown; and
in its mouth are indicated an upper and a lower pair of incisors,
ail the other teeth being omitted. There is nothing except the
teeth to indicate that the ar;ist intended to represent the beaver.
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