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which I should certainly say it was if the post was a Haida one.
2. Next above is a bear, a frog with a bear’s tongue in its mouth,
and a hat with eight rings. As for the signification of the carv-
ings on this post, I may say that the bear at the bottom was the
crest of the people whose house this was. The bear holding the
crow or raven, as is shown here, -would show that the bear and
the raven were foes and that the bear had the best of him, though
according to the Haida tribes it would show an old legend about
the bear and the fur seals. 3. Next above was the phratry of
the man who owned this hduse. He also was one of the CAuhada
gens. 4. Next above is the frog with the bear’s tongue in its
mouth, which showed the bear and the frog to have been friends.
This frog I believe is the bear’s wife’s crest. The highest figure
—the head and hat with eight degrees—must have been the hus-
band, because the hat is on a bear’s head. This post is badly
finished. A Haida carver would never put such a post out of
his hands, and if he did he would be laughed at by the rest of
the people.

The next column, fourth in order, is a Haida post. Itis of.
far better finish, and is worthy of a Haida. This post has for its
figures, first and lowest, a scamsum or sparrow-hawk, the door-
way to the house being in the belly of the bird. The next isa
frog; the next a being with a bear’s head and a human body,
holding on to the dragon fly; the next a crane; on the top is the
taden skeel of three men, showing the chief’s successors. This
one, as well as No. 3, is exhibited by Mr. E. D. Ayer, of Chi-
cago, 111., to whom, I believe, it belongs. The description given
of this post is rather imperfect, and a stranger could glean but
little information from it. ‘The large bird on the bottom can
hardly be called the sparrow-hawk. It should be called the mos-
quito-hawk. The Haida legend of its origin is as follows: Long
ago the land was mostly covered with water, and when the water ~
left it was very swampy. Then the sun was very hot, far hotter
than it is nowadays. This swampy ground bred mosquitoes.of
an- enormous_size; they were as large as bats. These bats are
well known to most people from their habit of flying about by
night. These insects were so large, and their bite so deadly that
many people died from them. The country was slowly being




