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mortal man could devise a voluntary defence system 
for this country which would not penalize and handi
cap the patriotic and the conscientious in life’s race, 
Desides unfairly saddling them with the burden of 
protecting not alone their native land, but the 
patriotic, the idle, the ignorant, and the indifferent 
among their fellows.

Putting aside the question of my lack of know
ledge and ability, it would obviously be impossible for 
me even to mention all the pressing aspects of the 
question tonight. I fear I have occupied too much 
time already. (“No, no!”) One or two other points, 
however, I would like just to name for your consid
eration in passing. Take the financial aspect, for ex
ample. I noticed in my daily paper on Saturday that 
a memorial sign by, no fewer than 136—136 sup
porters of the present government—had been present
ed to the prime minister appealing for further re
ductions of expenditure upon the army and navy. 
The memorialists pointed out that this year’s re
duction of nearly a million and a half in the case of 
the navy and well over two millions sterling in the 
case of the army could not be traced to any actual 
change of policy initiated by this government, and 
maintained that, despite these reductions, the rate of 
expenditure was excessive and ought to come down 
further.

They probably took into account certain facts from 
which we cannot escape, gentlemen, because they are 
facts; as, for Instance, that whereas the cost to this 
country of its soldiers 
£53 6s., in 1905 it was £127.

and that If they put enough ships on the sea they are 
therefore immune from all invasion.

Let us suppose they say “This is very convenient. 
We will pay for this big navy if you will leave us in 
peace to make money.”

Then you have a large body of sea mercenaries 
who are divorced from the national life. Everyone 
likes a sailor—he is picturesque and so on—but he is 
divorced from national life.

This little nation is also told that they must have 
a small army, small but perfect, for spécial use in 
expeditions and in case of invasion. If these things 
come at the same time there is a difficulty. . , .
a hitch . . . Well, never mind, there are the volun
teers.

think that even some of the officers have themselves felt it who shrink from it. Fut whatever the reason
thoroughly appreciated their own and their comrades’ for it may be, I submit that there is abundant will-
services. I have constantly heard—and I do noW lngness to serve.
constantly hear, especially among those who have this So I rejoice to belong as a humble member tn
precUt?onC^1the 0T^xlî!,rV,Ceirbet0re de~ • this Association. Our business must be to try' to
commanding nmrL- 7 «?roes' 1_W1?en 1 hear a persuade the people to see that it is necessary to
the'jSsxiliarv lhorooia officer who has served in serve. They are all anxious and willing to do that,
get un ind flfd ^l ’Hi th® v1oI"nteeJ force- but 11 Is these people who tell us it is by no chance

Upr^ ttne £€ki holhH°gn ss
T tell us something of them tonight. I regard him as

- “O nope j al,w th re8ard to the scheme which is our one hope and stay. He thinks he can convince
ns, and, which we have this day passed a reso- not only the people, but the rulers of the country,

muon to do all that we can to support, that all those that ships are not the only defensive force of the
who are concerned in it, or who are already in the Empire.
dent and to appreciate* the vaSeof' theLorce ’them" r> ,May 1 fay’ conclusion,*that I hope the National
selves. There are other factors besides the actimi Defence Association Will meet together, and dine
number of hours, Or davs orweeks or tear. thLl together, and have these first-rate lectures, such as
man has to serve There’ i« t ILL/riL«l lll,P,at 4 we have had tonight, in order to combat that vicious
Which exists wrthln ,ïe Confidence view which induces people to believe that there is
which makes Z ™ ' ^ Ï °rganIzatlcM no necessity for their services? (Applause.)
the will of their sunerhfrt^Th^l11) t°)C4nT out Colonel Watney: I want to touch upon the same 
triotism which uLoiiL *>,ThL !*3 tbe. sP.irit °f Pa- point as Colonel Seely, and speak of what he called
problem of milltary^mL tbe sreatest factor in the the ignorance of the people. I think it is because of

W^ave?ecn recZon.enCy . „ that very ignorance that we should give them a
campaign carried LLL a very great and marvellous chance. I do not believe that the voluntary system 
had commilanrv by naH°ns, both of whom in this country (and I am talking now of the volun -
of each cm service; that is to jay, the manhood teers) has ever been given a chance, and I think that
In both was compelled to serve in the ranks. until it has been given a fair chance it is wrong to
in one cn=f it :,ha„s, Pean cal|ed compulsory, but talk about compulsory service in any shape or form, 
fsrv fnr V as • al intents and purposes volun- There are large numbers who are earning less than 
ivL mar? was Perfectly willing to serve. 80s a week who have never been taught that it is
wor<>y,.<,i!lP?ldeSerr.ultlzen thought it a disgrace if he. their duty to serve their country, and I believe that
ahmTid lit « They had universal service such as I members of this Association and those of us in the
rttoittL t 6 to see here—universal because every man county associations can, by stumping up and down
o tiff 1°. s?rve- They had, comparatively speaking, the country and going into the villages, bring home
f yery brlef training. All of you, I dàre say, have to them that it is their duty to bear arms,
flrtr , HamlItou’s book how a Japanese of-
rati d *° ,him that theY could make a first-
rate soldier out of the Jap in three weeks.

wow, the Russians had compulsory service and 
seoupntt*1 *®rved With the colors for four years;’ con- 
waL tofin’itL® amount ,°f training that they had had 
whfl,1 tnf 1 f m°re than the Japanese had. Yet, 

lfese two forces met, the Japanese were su- 
emmLbeCaUrnt °f vthe Psychological factor in their 
f®?ie"°y- ,Th®y, bad confidence in themselves, in 
nndh|flhîl’ ,n t5flr offlcers- and- above all, a devotion 

dTf .m.y,t0 th,e nation and a belief in their cause, 
n this Association can promote such a feeling 

such patriotic enthusiasm, national sentiment and 
such confidence in each other, and in their cause, 

refly d? better especially in the immedi
ate. iuture—than by always running off on the red- 
herring scent of compulsory service. (Hear, hear.)
tiLLio- fee y'. M M-y Lord and Gentlemen—
The politicians have had their knocks from all sides 
this evening, and I am Interested to see that Mr
h?IfmrMhaSKlen ‘be-room. May I say one word to 
him in his absence? Never have I had a cook in my 
service who refused to marry a soldier.

fleet is, and to attack it. We ought to be ready 
not to be content with paying a highly trained arm, 
alone, but to take up personal service for the defer- 
of our country. And it can be done in two wav- 
either by voluntary effort or by legislation; and tie' 
question that it seems to me the lecturer has put l,,-. 
fore us tonight is “Which ofjthose two methods , 
tile best, by legislation or bJ|^B|^Qtary effort9"

Well, it seems to me thjPjfese gentlemen who 
have spoken after the lect^FTaVe pronounced in 
favor of giving the voluntary system a fair trial 
They say it has not had a fair trial. I admit tlui'r 
th<lSe-.Yw0 have 6lven their services to the Volunteer, 
aad, M1’u’a have not been treated well—abominably 
badly, I think—especially the Militia.

Can a volunteer give sufficient time to be ade
quately trained? That is the whole proposition, an i 
it seems to me that the lecturer has shown that 
exigencies of our commercial life in this country am 
such that he cannot give that time, and he has sai f 
over and over again, that the Volunteer system put- 
a premium upon the unpatriotic.

sentlemen, I am quite aware that I 
joined this Association under a misapprehension, 
tn «h0t k,now that thls Association had pledged itsrif 
to the voluntary system. (A Voice: No, no; it ha,
tho’L ytly glad t0 hear u. because I thought m 
the meeting this afternoon that it had. I do not car)
tw r® arrlye at a system of adequate training, win- 

a y°iunteer system or compulsory system- 
and .1 agree with Colonel Cave that if the people cou \ 
take up arms voluntarily it would be far the best s 
lution of the problem. If it were possible, I should 
entirely agree with Colonels Cave, Watney, and Seeiv 
and everyone else who believes it. I do not believe 
it Is possible, and the reason is the pressure of com
mercial life. The reason why many men go into the

There are certain things we have to contend with, toThe lecturer’! ‘minLLL tanytklng better- That
but we can always discount them by speaking straight their time in the i*A— iL, th?y haye served
out and saying that there are three sets of men in this again to starve TnLLU aends them Into the streets
kingdom that we have to fight against. First of all who have served 1 n thLLLLL con?lng to ™e every day
there is the Peace party. In the country villages you and wh! cannot find ant wo,! M ^ “ tWelVe year?'
always find a certain number of people, some with In- As for th« WCifk î° *?*
fluence In'-their own little set, who belong to the Peace Is it for a pastime9enter+ 1.nt.? lt? 
party. It is true they had a pretty good biow after (A volce “ an! Yes yes7 “ patrlotlsm 
1851, when, as you all know, no Implement of war was Well supooslne- .
allowed to be exhibited, because they thought uni- how can we traln^thel^ndtoftî6! H Patriotism,
versai peace would In future always exist in Europe. to ua? Etow can w^toain IhüfïronlH!11^11116 !len
Within a few years all Europe was ablaze with the is reaulred nf ^aln th^I?iiProperly allthat
Crimean war, and shortly after we had the India! and firin^ no>~
Mutiny. And they had another set-back after The Well I muti^lv I to L, u a
Hague conference, because, within a very few years my opinion at y-i+ w^iZi2tikW1Sh t0 pu* <^0WP as 
after its first sitting, we had the South African war, But what ”s an adeauaTe trainW9hf.vhVn f i
and a few years later we had the greatest war which by the CommissiM ^ ^tatve l
the world had ever seen—the war In Manchuria. Let Lord Roh°Jlt» Jb Volunteers, and also by

always remember that in Queen Victoria’s reign of of London, that the toflto!J’Lhtoh the ?,y
63 years our soldiers were called upon to tight 83 sep- not ademmto tr,a}ning ’vbich volunteers get Isarate campaigns So much for tlfe PeaceVty. is th! ül^reaÜn why I rsayhl

The second class we have to fight is the class of do not think we can get adequate training with the 
- men who never do anything—it does not matter whe- voluntary system; and it seems to me that the lec- 

ther it is political, municipal, social, or turer is also of that opinion.
charitable—unless they are paid for it. And that is why I think it would he much better 
it is only by holding these men up to for the members of this Association if they would 
shame that we can hope to cure them. urge upon the country legislative measures to do
, by far the most dangerous party what everybody seems to think is the right thing to 
is the Blue Water School." It is almost do—1. e., ask for men who are capable of bearing 
impossible to get the working man to arms to take up arms and to make themselves 
realize his country is in danger, and that able of fighting in case necessity should arise, 
he should do something to help to defend Hon. E. Fiennes: My Lord, i do not wish to de- 
it. When people of great influence go tain you or the company, but I think the last speaker 
about saying, ‘It is all right; we have got must bear in minà that, if we had compulsory ser- 
the navy It is very difficult to bring vice, we should, at the end of the period of service of
borne to these working men that these those who were compelled to serve, have the
islands might be invaded, and that our amount of starvation and the same problem of men
fleet might be decoyed away. They say, thrown on the streets after their term of service was
A greater than yoti has Just said the completed. And we must also remember—some of us

reverse. who have done our service and who are now becom-
*i.l e„ye have neard the end of ing grey-headed, as I am myself—that we must look
tbw>,^lu<e Water School" leniently on the apathy of many of our fellow-citizens,
„ ln ™y opinion, the members of and encourage them to do their duty, remembering
the National Defence Association have to how we should have failed in ours if we in our day 
do Is to stump up and down our own had not received encouragement. Mr. Dawson has 
countries and try to bring home to the ' read us a remarkable Paper—remarkable because it 
poor people thetr duty as it has never was eloquent and instructive, and because it was a 
*ifen °rought home before, and to give Paper from which we shall take home many thoughts 
them the chance to serve; and, when we which will encourage us, who mix with men, in 
have KOt them, wé must insist upon our constituencies to endeavor to get recruits, to stir up 
politicians encouraging them. There are men to realize their duty and to come in on a volun- 
a great many ways in which they can be tary line.
encouraged, but letting them off such It is true, as Mr. Dawson tells us, that in the House 
simple matters as jury, service is useless; of Commons last session there was a good deal of

*eu£fJUISf jh » touch bet-- cold water thrown in Ms proposal to introduce rlflt- 
th4 “***• . THayLf, st- tto taught shooting into our' elenreatapy sohqOla.-i- We-know very 

that there is a Sprt qf Slur upon any well that there is a party in the House of Commons 
young man who does not belong either to which is opposed to too- much military training at all. 
the navy, or the army, or the territorial But I think Colonel Seely will bear me out in saying 
forces. that, in spite of Sir John-Fisher, we have, at all events

until you get that a recognized thing I ln the House of Commons, a majority in favor of a 
quite certain you will not get the certain standard of military training, a majority In 

men, bpt I believe you will get the men favor of encouraging military training schools. That 
if you can tell them that by doing their majority is not going to be driven by the 113 mem 
duty they will not only be doing the best hers, whom we have heard of tonight, who are against 
for themselves and their country, but this present expenditure on military forces, 
they will be doing something above the therefore on this score, at any rate, you may sleep 
men who are not doing their duty. I da comfortably ln your beds; 
not mean to say it would not be right to 
give them money, or anything like that, 
but I want the man whp serves his coun
try to feel that he is in a better position 
socially than the man who shirks his 
duty, and I believe that can be accom
plished. Until the voluntary system is 
given a fair chance, and in spite of that 
fair chance shows signs of breaking 
down, I for one will never talk of com
pulsory service.

and

un-

As for the perfect little army, they pay for that 
too—and pay high—and they are told that If they pay 
for these two things they are perfectly safe. They are 
told that by statesmen and other great people who 
know about It. They have been told it for years until 
they believe it. Thus you create two bodies of 
mercenaries. The army enlists those mercenaries 
by reason, as Mr. Dawson says, of their "economic 
necessities.” When a man cannot get another job he 
£2? *2 the arn,y- It is the only thing he can do. 
What happens? The army takes the best years of his 
life, and then sends him back to the street again. He 
has nothing- to do with us. He is a mercenary!

The little nation, brought up in these tenets, when 
a “me3 t0 'ook at the position says, “If I really fac

ed these -facts I should feel uncomfortable.” What is 
the natural result? “I must invent some way of pre
serving my self-respect. Therefore I will despise 
these people; I will say, “The common- soldier is unfit 
for my distinguished society.’ ”

Let me take a very simple instance. My cook Is 
enraged to a corporal ln the Guards. (Laughter.) 
She had a great objection to him because he was a 
soldier. The poor chap had to be a soldier—owing 
to a little trouble in the milk business. He was a 
good soldier; but so strong was her objection to his 
trade or profession that she said he must give it up 
at the end of his three years. (Laughter.) I told 
her he was a fine chàp. He told me she objected to 
the red coat. “She does not like to be seen with 
when I am wearing a red coat.’” Actually she was 
ashamed of his wearing the King’s coat! She is not 
(as it happens) a fool, and she voices the opinion of 
thousands of people. They are ashamed of the King’s 
coat. Why do you think she has now consented to 
his staying in the army? Because he has been pro
moted and is now allowed to wear a grey overcoat ' 
(Laughter.) It Is a fact.

I say, gentlemen, that state of things Is radically 
rotten. XI say that until the soldiers are part of the 
nation we shall never be any better; and so we come 
back to the point that we may have to defend our
selves, because we are actually in danger if we do 
?at- (Hear, hear.) I do not assume that point, as 
Mr Dwsm did. I appeal to every evidence on the 
subject. I appeal to common-sense. We are not In a 
condition of national security until that 
fact is recognized. Why is It not recog
nized^ Because the politicians dare not 
face it. I will tell you why they will 
not. Because there is an extraordinary 
delusion about nowadays called demo
cracy. Everyone says “democracy" with 
a solemn air, a lowering of the voice, as 
if he was in church, 
democratic age; we only think 
Who rules 
demagogues, or
partly because they are there, and part
ly because they are fit to. (Loud laugh
ter.) Sometimes one and sometimes thé 
other. And yet our politicians pretend 
all the time that we are a .democratic 
country. Unless they get a “mandate” 
they won’t do anything. They won’t ask 
for a “mandate” for it! (Laughter.)
That Is what It comes to. Mr. Dawson 
is perfectly right; they are afraid of the 
delusion called democracy. That Is all.

Gentlemen, as members of the Na- 
tlonal Defence Association, I do ask you 

men—Tt i« mitt, a,**,a* ™ T , 0,1 and Gentle- earnestly to disabuse your minds of thisdtottovnUhel!1,1! 5<r? J.*ulïflaé?Ce 1 rlse ,t0 address so silly delusion of democracy. There Is a 
eetV„neUlTbed *n asaetobly, and, as usual on these oc- great mass of people owning votes andréalIymori^L „eXp’alTnln?Jhat * therefore political power, who are s'im!
InlLIf8, # no to speak at all. If I might be ly anxious to be told what they ought to
wo!7d dhLf uLZJ® naval,polnt ot vlew- I do. If you tell them that you wllf give

a d, beg leave to say .that my only title is; that I them somethlhg you thliïk they wantÏÔ or 15 ™ 86 8tUdent °f ttaval affalra for some they don’t belief you. They sly, “Sh

mi r’hT Mr' Daws°n’s address has dealt, in a most ad- ft."’ BuTif you “tril^Zm 6 what “tiiey 
tiro befZn7sertonight-hbu?'UifnT aSpects of the ques- ought to do, they will recognize it 
”uZb a v!r! lm!!ri!n; f w *aVf*y/°' he aa" (Hear, hear.) If the day comes when

ivT lnÿortant point. He took it for granted they won't recognize it well__it-

Mr
CPave!nsuff!ring \7t7 lügtiy ‘lïti^from ^he^e^fee5 pofnt ofZtw-if
nosed by the Colonti as A^ C^uma Not belnl » t* had ha? the pIuck to introduce a bill 
scholar I asked a friend to intermlr* lé °e,ng a for compulsory service he would have
he said It meant “The Btol witer SchoSl ’Zf Z carried it. He did not do it. He missed 
theories of the “Blue Water the opportunity. That opportunity stillis not the slightest neœsslty to! a!y other seZce e6^ S’ 7alts not ™ly for Mr: Daw"
cept a small regular army. That is a very important ®tkLca reas°ns, but as an absolute
point. Mr. Balfour has given his adhesion bodv and flatter of necessity and here bones, to the “Blue Water Ichool " Lord tovat i ha"B™f ln the wind- 
think, in this room has explained to vou that Mr "r*i Gentlemen-, you have to deal with four’s figures were not mZ than 70 per centZong' t?l.rhiCh„
—(laughter)—but that was a long time after Mr Bal' Bal*<l' Jl°thi?Su T 1 make any dlference 
four had spoken; and Lord Levât, of course was not ,until they behold the tents of an invad- 
publlcly reported. was noc ing army encamped ln Piccadilly.

Now, may I for a few moments put before you Colonel T’ S’ Cave:
?°“det,ve t0 be the "Blue Water School” theory) 

ia*correct’ relieves us from anxiety con- 
tile defence of this country? The “Blue Water 

küüm * yIé , You have your navy, which must be 
toP«Vu the.Two-Power Standard. Its business is
to^eeek out and destroy the enemy's fleet wherever it 
may be found. You will then have 
sea. If you have command of the 
can touch these shores.” All right!
first ofnahZ ‘,DIl?,ghy tba°ry-" There was
edtn7nnnnZ^d.t^°P'" 1 thlnk that was llmit- 
Din!hl0,0 bUJ that eventually came down to a

nbt require to be a nation in arms 
mn!!Jî Î *le,d agalnst » Dinghy. Let us try for a 
moment to think what the theory of the "Blue Water S1. Means. In the first place, it is an e!ormou!

aasu™ea that the navy can be in places at once and always victorious. , 
tish navy has that reputation, I know 
Wined in very different circumstances from 
thei!h„W® ?aXe today. The “Blue Water School”
ÎÎZ 5, ?' ? dpon historical instances 
m!mhZ^a*P° eonlc wars- Napoleon massed a large 
number of transports and troops on the shores of
hLT’»Wotn* t0 get acrosa ‘he ChanLl But hi 
bad to wait for our ships to be out of the wav and
KethWe,nadgea!fdsZmt0 ^ ln ^ ^

School theory? Are your battleships never to go on 
manoeuvres? Unless you are certain that your ehto! toantteheroZ?ed r°Und the8e 3hores’ whaat becomes'of

lake a simple example. Suppose Australia was 
threatened; we will not arouse susceptibilities so we 
will say by a large fleet. Suppose our navy h!d to 
go there. What would become of these shores then
III ‘hlngs- 1 am “Iul Lu Î „ 1 Perfectly obvious that the navy might 
be called away; they might be away by accident S 
sorts of things might happen,

. 4;nd *t ls upon the whole hypothesis that sue* 
emergencies can never happen that the “Blue Water 
School bases its theory, that seems to me the most 
enormous gamble with fortune that you can imagiL 
And, again, the “Blue Water School” seems to be en- 
tl^*Jy.!b*iv*0ua °* the fact that we are dealing not 
with these islands alone, but with the British empire 
You may remember Lord Curzon’s address nn fmn tiers the other .day. He described the toZ!nda L

svwKifStt,"h,'h
School, I have not the slightest hesitation ln saying 
is a Little England School. (Hear, hear ) saying’
, We must talk straight on these questions The 
Blue Water School", assumes that we have nniv 

got to look after our own skins in these little Islands
an„M>LSeCOnd POint ls that the columns of the Tlmes 
and other papers are taken up by arguments «JTh! 
other side end they seem to be demolished by one 
another. I appeal to reason and common-sense 
Never mind experts and how many guns and to„é 
there are. It Is a question of common-sense. Let us 

paycbo’oslcal point of view. Let us suppose
a little nation—little in size but great in nurnbers_
brought up in the belief that the sea belongs to them.

th.

per head in the year 1810 was 
They were doubtless 

thinking also of the ugly fact that the cost to Britain 
of her army ls today, per head of that army, more than 
three times the cost of Germany’s army, nearly four 
times that of France, and five times that of Austria- 
Hungary, It is not alone Inadequacy that we have to 
face, gentlemen, in the matter of our voluntary de
fences; it ls monstrous extravagance—the sort of ex
travagance which maddens a people who find the 
competition of life severe, and leads them to seek re
lief in all sorts of quack remedies of a deleterious sort, 
such as Socialism.

Under the head of moral aspects of the question of 
universal military training, I wish there were time 
for me to speak of national temperance, national con
tinence, national thrift, national sobriety, ln the broad
est sense of that word. I am not trying to suggest 
that military training makes angels of men; but I do 
ipuegest, gentlemen, that the true meaning of the 
Dhrase about cleanliness being next to godliness is 
that fitness ls next to godliness—that the man who is 
thoroughly fit—cleanly in that broad sense—is likely 
to be very much nearer to godliness than the man who 
is not; than the man who has never known discipline 
in any form, than the man whose citizen sense of duty 
has never been awakened by disciplined training 
der his country’s colors.

My lords and gentlemen, this thing touches 
honor and morality as a people. I verily believe It 
touches the future of our mere existence as an Empire. 
Mafeklng night in London was, perhaps, as bad a 
business, nationally, as the black month we all re
member at an earlier stage of the war.

Our people need the moral stay of military train
ing as sorely as the nation needs their defensive abil
ity; more sorely, I venture to say, than ever they needed 
board-school teaching when we made that compul
sory. Surely, then, in the interests of justice, pru- 
dence, and humanity; surely, then, out of considera
tion for the duty that we owe to our God, to our King, 
and to our race, we should strive, each in his degree, 
to bring about those admittstratlve measures which 
will make practical military training an integral part 
of the education which the State wisely makes essen
tial and obligatory for every single citizen among us.

Just one other word, in thanking you for the cour
tesy with which you have listened to me. If I have 
unwittingly offended against any of your scruples, or 
rules, or customs, I beg you to believe that this has 
been due solely to my ignorance. My intentions, I 
assure you, have been amiable enough; for they were 
simply, with the greatest respect ind deference to my 
elders and betters in the study of this great question 
to place before you the point of view of an ordinary 
member of the outside public. (Hear, hear and loud 
applause.)

Mr. L. Cope Cornford:

me

un-
usour

Never have

cap-We are not in a
we are. 

this country—democrats, 
who? Aristocrats!

iSP* ■! same

■k-

m

>*r our; I

■Fa- y «a» ]
1, • - i

* il
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And

Gentlemen, there is another body of people be
sides the politicians that you have got to educate ln 
this country, to Induce them to allow their men to 
serve their country, and those are the employers of 
labor. If you go, as I had the honor and pleasure of 
doing recently, to Switzerland you will find that there 
the employers give every facility; they help in every 
way they can to give advantages, and to make It as 
easy as possible, for leen to serve ln the Swiss Na
tional Army. A very few—and those chiefly of Ger
man extraction—are opposed to it, but the vast ma
jority go out of their way to assist their men wher
ever they can. In this country, on the other hand, 
speaking as â volunteer officer, I know that in 
cases difficulties are constantly made by the employ
ers, and their attitude towards anything like a Na
tional Army has been purely obstructive.

I am sure, gentlemen, you. must see that this must 
be got over; we must look upon it as an evil, and we 
must have a change. It will not be difficult to bring 
this change about if we adopt Colonel Watney’s plan 
of going up and down our constituencies or recruiting 
districts and pointing the real facts out to the em
ployers, as well as to the men, because, after all, the 
employer can better afford than can the men to give 
a certain amount of means and time to service. It is 
done in Switzerland, and It can be done here ln Eng
land. I would ask you to bear that in mind. The Swiss 
conditions are not altogether comparable with our 
own. There is a good deal of difference between what 
the Swiss people get out of their service and what tha 
ordinary person gets out of service ln the Yeomanry 
or Volunteers here at home. Those who serve ln 
England go ln for it because they like it as a pastime; 
in Switzerland they setye because they see on their 
frontier four powerful nations who may at any time 
use Switzerland as their battlefield. Besides being 
peasants, and actually owning their own "homes, they 
are willing to go out and fight for what is theirs. 
Supposing a landowner in this country owned a 
thousand acres, and he was willing to say, “I will keep 
500 for myself and put on the remaining 500 ten, 
thirty or forty men. They shall eventually own that 
500 acres, and I will keep the rest for myself." He 
would then get those men to join the National Army 
and to fight as they have never fought before, because 
they would be fighting for their own homes. At the 
present time they have nothing to fight for. It is very 
difficult to make the ordinary person see what a hard 
task is ours who have to try and get recruits for the 
Yeomanry and Volunteers. I myself have struggled 
for some years past as an officer in the Yeomanry. 
We have found great difficulty. Why ? Because we 
cannot point out to the men exactly the reason why 
they should come forward and serve their country.
It is difficult to tell 'them precisely what they are 
going to gain by serving their country, and precisely 
why they should be patriotic.

Gentlemen, we have now got something to go on, 
a practical policy that we can assist, ln the Territorial 
scheme recently laid before the country. - As an As
sociation we can, I think, greatly assist this scheme; 
we have already laid a good foundation, and we have 
a good President elected today—no better one could 
we have had. I look forward to seeing the prosperity 
and utility of this Association growing and assured, 
and the Association taking a foremost part in making 
the citizens of this country see the duty that it is our 
business as an Association to put before them.

Mr. R. J. Johnson (Honorary Secretary) : Those 
of us who were present at the general meeting this 
afternoon will realize that the Association is on the 
eve of an important new departure. We have hither- i 
to confined ourselves to private discussions which / 
have been held more or less in camera. But now wo 
are to take steps to bring our arguments and con
victions more within reach of the general public, and 
to attempt to do something to influence popular opin
ion. Meanwhile we by no means propose to abandon 
our original method—the method, I mean, of holding 
these dinner meetings throughout the year, followed

we are

a
as a great writer has

My Lord and 
Gentlemen,—We have listened tonight to 
a very able paper and a very able speech, 
full of great interest, hut I cannot help 
thinking that we run some danger of 
the thesis of compulsory service always 
cropping up, in much the same way as 
King Charles’s head cropped up in 
tain petition. In the second place, al
though I am very much of opinion that the physical and 
disciplinary training of compulsory service would 
tainly be an excellent thing for the manhood of the 
nation, it is a question whether It would be altogether 
a good thing for an efficient fighting force. This de
pends entirely, it seems to me, upon the proportion 
of unwilling men that you are going to compel to come 
into your military force. (Hear, hear.) I am very 
touch afraid that at the present moment there would 
be a very large proportion of unwilling men if vou 
had universal compulsory training. Therefore, wheth
er we have compulsory or voluntary training, the ob
ject before this Association should be to try and so 
educate our fellow-men as to make them ail willing 
and then it does not matter whether you call it en
listment, enrolment, or whether you call it compul
sory; If they are all willing they will make good sol
diers. (Hear, hear.) Now the lecturer, in reading 
his paper, asked one or two rather potent questions 
about the past which have, I think, a Very interesting 
bearing on the future. He asked if the people had 
had any opportunity hitherto to show that they re
alized their duty of doing something for the defence 
of the country. I think he was of .opinion that they 
have not, I am of opinion that they have had a very 
good oportunity of realizing such a desire* in the 
Auxiliary Forces, especially ip that branch to which 
I have the honor to belong; and many of them have, 
in different degrees, availed themselves of that op
portunity. The question really before us at this par
ticular moment is why more of them have not availed 
themselves of that opportunity, and why is it some of 
those who have have not so fully availed themselves 
of it as to take the greatest advantage of it That is 
of importance to us, because it has a very distinct 
bearing on the immediate future.

Now I cannot help thinking that we can fairly well 
appreciate what the reasons have been that have led 
many to neglect their duty, especially among what we 
sometimes call the classes.” There are many young 
men in this country who have plenty of time for all 
sorts of amusements and recreations, but who have 
not found the time to serve in the Auxiliary Forces 
There are a good many who have found a certain 
proportion of time to serve in the Auxiliary Forces 
but who have not devoted whole-hearted enthusiasm 
to it. If we can find the reasons why this has been
future^ d° S°me S°°d With regard to the immediate

Now, as Mr. Cornford pointed out, one of the 
greatest reasons Is this exaggerated thesis of the 
“Blue Water School.” He has dealt with that so well 
that I need say no more about It. But there is an
other reason, and that is that the services of those 
who have devoted themselves to it, more or less 
thoroughly, have not been thoroughly appreciated T do not. think the Press, which is l ver^oten! toflul 
ence in this country, has thoroughly appreciated the
♦mZthV11066 w»° have done their best. I do not 
think that some of the politicians have thoroughlyx5T,,‘£Mr' r*“ -- sas

§ir Lepel Griffin: Gentlemen,—I will 
not detain you more than a mintite or 
two. I am ln full accord with those mil
itary officers whom we have heard to
night with so much interest. _ 
with all that Colonel Seely has said

„ . jæ&FH»fil* sariousness I would say to the lecturer, whose LiLhL PT,'lvUvlt!.eS**.ln thls Association, but I would
lecture I enjoyed immensely, that I agree with much say that, although the present prime minister made
lui hei. s.al?’ but 1 dlffer profoundly from his view ’?°.st Patriotic declarations regarding the inherent
that what is wrong is. the heart of the people. I duty of every Englishman to serve his country, his
PpaaL w}}i} sotoc knowledge, because any man who government, when there have been proposals to train
has fought elections knows something of what pee- the youth of England to the use of arms, have dls-
!Lifl»P!?V*>,iand dlsaPprove- The lecturer thinks the couraged it In the most distinct manner. Is it not
!miP th!t Li ™untry are averse to military service, tha ease? They have refused to allow any money
miHfpi!* tlT enejpy we have to fight is the anti- which has been raised or voted for schools to be an-
mihtarlst. I say to him, with great respect, it is an plied to thfe simple elementary teaching of bnv* *L

quantity—not ^of^s, which*

r* iTilf i?tnm d4y Inlre was a great banquet at the , dl®nce.
«Loi it „f, rinhn Pisher, taking the country as he . A?d wlth regard to the interesting lecture we have

tbe a,rmed aervicea aa we find them- heard, and with which I also desire' to express m!
JwoZlibS n0t onIy with naval, but with military cordial congratulation to our lecturer I would like tn
?v dZn’dfyS’-.c?,lak.lnf f°r those on whom our safe- observe that in the allusions which fie 7!de to our
L,„LP , l What ■ I say to my countrymen is, colonies >f Canada and Australia toZoL
said PI9find ‘h/Z h?58’’ andaft,er those words were gather, our lecturer to some extent belongs—am I
cheers. the rep°rts’ loud and Prolonged wrong -(Mr. Dawson: “No; but I have ItoKZ")

—we must remember that this burden of National 
Defence, this obligation which lies upon every citizen 
attaches as strongly to them as it* does to us. No 
doubt in South Africa the Colonials acted with great 
fhnifuL ^ distinction; but I say they did no more 
than their duty. It was nothing which specially re-

A thal lhey’ aa well as ourselves, should 
come forward and help the Mother Country It was
hi,taLral obllgtVon’ a duty which fell upon them; 
tniL t 6 L.L 3 room’ 1 "should imagine, and cer- 

' L P , 1 “syseif do not for a moment admit, that these 
,mZ?L n a?y way fulfill the obligation which rests 
upon them of assisting, in times of peace as well as 

war> in the defence of the British empire. I think 
that when a gentleman who is associated with the 
colonics comes forward to suggest to Englishmen 
their duty, we must ask that his eloquence and his 
sincerity and his enthusiasm, which we all acknow
ledge, may, when he returns to those colonies from 
which he has come, be used to induce his fellow-col- 
onists to more fully and equitably share this burden, 
the Joint burden of the defence of the British empire. 
(Hear, hear.)

some

Mr. .’A. J. Dawsona cer- I agreecommand of the 
sea, no invasion re-I had anyone in 

coat as derogatory, 
çook? Not he.

cer-

two
Well, the Bri- 

but it was
those
base

drawn

Now;, I suggest to him that, while it is absolutely 
true in his view, and ln mine, and in that of every
one here, that the safety of the country depends on 
the readiness of every man to serve In her cause 
the enemy is not. the anti-militarist, whom I havé 
never been able to find; the enemy ls this accursed 
school that tells us that as long as there is water 
Instead of land, between the frontiers of a country it 
is not necessary for any man to serve! (Hear, hear ) 

If Mr. Dawson is In doubt, and still thinks there is 
something wrong with the patriotism of the people 
may I point out to him that, in spite of this ’ 
mous drawback, in spite of the fact that—If 
to believe Sir John Fishef—it is not

All enor-
we are 

..... necessary for 
anyone to serve in the military forces at home- In 
spite of that, more men voluntarily take up the 
burden of training themselves to arms ln this coun
try than do ln the conscript armies of the Continent 
I see him surprised. I was when it was told to
me-

Mr. Dawson: I àm afraid I do not quite follow Will you say that again ? w’
Colonel Seeley:„ , . „ , A greater proportion of men

voluntarily take up the burden of arms in this coun
try than are compelled to serve in the conscript

figures myself, I believe it to be literally true It u 
a most remarkable fact. Our people are thé most 
patriotic in the world ; they long and pant to fight 
anyone if they can get at them-(Iaughter)—but
L!y„LL ^Lhe *?*my cannot get at them. If you 
dry up the Channel tomorrow, any possible need for 
conscription would be at an end; the whole people 
would spring to arms. I assure him that anyon! 
who Is frequently brought into touch with great 
masses of his countrymen well knows that to be 
the case It may be, as some cynics have said, that 
our people are so fierce to fight because they have 
Imd bo few opportunities in recent years; that war is 
a horrible thing, and it is only the people who h!ve

Colonel Bevington: My Lord and Gentlemen,— 
The only reason I wish to say a few words is that I 
have never heard the case of the duty of the citizen 
to fulfil his obligations of personal service for the de
fence of his country, stated in such an eloquent and 
elear manner as has been done tonight. I feel that 
some of . the speeches which have been made after the 
Paper would seem to rather go against what, has been 
stated by the lecturer—that compulsory service is bet
ter, more necessary for this country than voluntary 
service. And it seems to me that there has been a 
great deal said about the Blue Water School theory- 
but I think we are all agreed upon that subject, and 
therefore I do not think it is necessary, at any rate 
in this Association, to discuss it any further. We all 
know that we ought not to expect the navy to remain 
°n.lhf, sh?ras this country to keep out the enemy. 
It is the duty of the navy to go where the enemy’s

dis-
I do not

a
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by discussions on subject 
fence.

I would like to say a fei 
usefulness of this side of t 
bad complaints from memt 
that the discussions whicl 
much good in moulding p 
a good many people have ’ 
not in the least further th 
elation has at heart, that 
dir.e ourselves into a state

Now, in the first place, 
very great deal from Mr. I 
Paper. We shall all of us 
very much that Is new and

i t . JJ-ijj i. IJh
an» sure, feel that lie 
wiser for having exchanged 
have benefited greatly Iron
him.

too,. I*
leave

Take, for instance, the f 
us with regard to the aett 
country who do undertake n 
or other. Mr. Dawson has 

I as II per cent. Statistics,
I thtog*. But there can be n 
I Davison has greatly undere: 
! Ills fellow-countrymen in th 

There ire two authorities 
into the figures bearing on 
calculates that nearly 60 pe 
ma*e population have, at on 
their country either in tin 
forces, or the police. The o 
overage as high as 70 per c< 
take it as an absolute and a 
standing all the disadvantag 
leer service has suffered in 
as Mr. Dawson Imagines, bv 
and 70 per cent, of our abl 
have, at one time or anothei 
something—I do not say it 
something ln the way of fit 
their country in arms 
remarkable fact, and one th 
subject of Mr. Dawson’s Pa 

I quires me to produce my .-v 
I ed to do sô, the more so be 
I inducing him to accept thes 
limately accurate, he will, I 
I in the debt of the Associât: 
Ihe will be more imbued wit 
t which, as Colonel Cave hai 
which can make a national i 
tern, be it compulsory or vo:

Now there are two other 
like to give you tonight of 
private Papers of ours and 
follow them.

We have by means of d: 
very notable successes durij 
first place we have definite] 
to recede somewhat from h 
favor of the “Blue Water Sc 
achievement, and it is 
echoed with 
great military and naval aiit 
am told that even so expert 
Committee of Defence has ; 
eussions which have taken 
"Blue Water Theories.’ and 

rate, to revise the statistics 
original opinion. That is a ;

Mention has been made tc 
and qf his notorious speech 
Let us recall his exact word 
“to sleep quietly in their beds 
to the alarmist doctrines of r 
Foclations. I have no doubt 
when he was talking in tha 
Defence Association chiefly i 
surely a notable achievemei 
should have Induced the grea 
to think It worth while at the 
lion, even though disparaging 
association has made to prot 
lacies of the “Blue Water Sc 
tain If he went out of his w: 
he was following the exampli 
tired years ago, whose broai 
[cartoons on Napoleon are we

ln reality-horribly aft-at
Italnly believed to the full in t 
[But they kept their spirits 
[great adversary, depreciatinf 
and scoffing at all he said or 
he would never dare to land 
if he did, they explained wb 
would get. In reality, they ki 
dier did’succeed in invading 
England in a few days.

But, like Sir John Fisher 
sociation, they were boastful 
measure of their boastfulnes 
toeir secret fear, of Napoleon 
VS.ur’ ,wbo * more alarmée 
at the influence which our 
upon public opinion and, let 
have upon public policy.
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IN LIGHTE

A Hot Pc
I . an alumni dinner lately 
■thusetts college told a laughal 
r„ rather was president of i 
■mencehnent dinner was aivvay 
EL? a STand affair, with mar 
land the little boy had to -wait 
C“r and returned to the p 
PJJ SfiY chance at the good 
L P°r days previous to the 
«and brewing and the whole Ho 
R,y °dors. On the morning , 
|,,™her there seemed no place
theLH !ke myself- 1 was sen 
me kitchen and from the dinir 

L,d. about disconsolately,
Q'hiff of the roasting 
puddings.

grow 
meats ai

, “At length dinner .vas read 
ired girls, went

•und1 dm ng rooni door t
^nder the hall table, and here! 
rushed into the dining- room 
rood on the table. Alas, the , 
each was a dish of hot baked 

‘Father a id the... - company
uzod a potat:, jammed it into 
cade a r.-s : tor the doo.*. Im
athcr, who ltd the wav with 
liundered full Into the govern. 
,rrv the governor laughed anc 
irms, while I struggled for fre
=. “ if11’ What a fine b°y. Mr.
BuTUk*aa he he!d me fir*
:hm.’ a rogue, I see, for h<

, 1 <1ldn’t, «to.ll father’s c
-w.étLî a C9tat0- And, O, 

inr LU.Llh V- 1 save a ringing 
f ,fkther a.id mother, stru 

-ace w.’tii my hand 
T'u.to it all 

Under the 
Jhin linen

came out. Ths 
governor's hug, and 
trous-r-*, had made ; 

|cniw„A'rd 60 :t came to pass 
hnénf ’ 1 heyef had anything 
mencement day but one potat.

onZSz1 ïtXy^odrs,1

leg.

may

«old to iPlnr thc festival of Gi 
a- hang up their stocking 

Ub H, Poo.r nc6--o had no sto 
had g jtLn'Li In the morning 

hTS pa!'to- He repl! 
gucaa I got a nigger, for“I

V ln!"r,Vïry was told at a cli

e-leng employee of the telcr
'he^gddLrL6 *>t the Pa-iut. the 

hc caned-d°Wa the P 
I1 Mulcahy, Mulcahy! Have
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