T
By

e T e e

.sures.

It Is War
To The Knife

Statements Of Messrs Taylor
and Wells Are Hopelessly
Irreconcilable.

Prospects Are For Lively 8ensa-
tion- At Today’s Com-.
mittee Session.

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy Re-
ceives Full Vindication
From Hon.‘Mr. Wells

With the re-examination of Mr. W.' J.
Taylor yesterday morning, those in at-
tendance at the Columbia & Western
committee inquiry had another hint of
sensations to come, in conuection wnt.h
which it is ' predicted = that this
morning will not be barren of discl)-
There was no particularly new
matter revealed in Mr. Taylor's cross-
examination. i

After the adjournment of the commit-
tee Tuesday, a telegram of cousiderable
interest to the proceedings was received
from former Executive Agent Geo. McL.
Brown, of the C. P. R., covering one
to him from President Sir Thomas G.
Shaughnessy, as follows:

Vancouver, May 5, 1808.
C. Clifford, Chairman Legislative Commit-
tee, Victoria, B. C.

The following telegram, dated May 6th,
received by me this morning from Sir
Trhomas G. Shaughnessy: “‘Associated
Press despatches in papers all over the
continent contain garbled accounts of evi-
dence before the legislative committee, in-
d.cating attempts on the part of some per-
son or persons to improperly influence
\Wells in connection with Columbia & West-
err: lands and incidently mentioning some
convertation with me corroborative. Can
hardly believe that Wells gave any sudh
<ostimony. If he did, I must leave for
British Columbia immediately, at whatever
inconvenience, to appear ‘before committee
and testify to its absolute untruthfulness,
aud to establish beyond questiomn, as 1 can
do, that neither directly nor indirectly,
Gid the company wuse any improper . in-
duences or hold out any inducements of
any kind, to secure these patents. If the
newspaper accounts of Wells' testimony
and the inferences to be drawn from it be
incorrect, he should immediately in fair-
ness to everybody, return to the stand and
remove such erroneous impressions. T. G.

shaughnessy.”
(8d.) G. McL. BROWN.

To this the following reply was ma.de,
the promised denial by Mur. \Vel]s' being
a feature of yesterday afternoon’s sg§-
sion, and the inference being that Sir
Thomas will not now regard it as ne-
cessary for him to present himself be-
fore the committee for examination, {1]-
though Mr. Brown has returned to Vl_C'
toria for that specific purpose, and will
probably take the stand tomorrow at
the latest.

Victoria, May 5, 1903.
Sir Thomas ‘Shaughnessy, Montreal.

Do not know what newspaper reports
are. Mr. Wells’ evidence before committee
is as follows: Q.—By Mr. Green: “Did
you get any information as to how the
lands were to be delivered to the subsi-
diary company?”’ A.—“When 1 was in
Mcntreal last, Sir Thomas Shaughnessy
and T had some conversation about that,
and he told me that his company were to
surrender this land to the company that
was in anticipation of being formed—that
was their part of it, that they were to sur-
render the land and I think take shares
i the company.” Wells’ examination is
not yet complete, and he 'will appear be-
fore the committee tomorrow and state as
follows: “Sir Thomas Shaughnessy never
said amything to me corroborative of amy
undue influence being used towards myself
directly or.indirectly, and will completely
exonerate himself. I will wire tomorrow
Wells’ evidence on this point.

(8d.) CLIFFORD.
Chairman of Committee.

—

Preliminary to the morning taking of
evidence, Mr. Dwif presented an appli-
cation for a return oi all correspondence
lbetween the Lands and Works depart;
ment and John Watt and J. A. Smart,
respecting oil prospecting licenses since
1897. Mr. Taylor's cross-examination
then commenced, with a denial to Mr.
Mc¢Caull that he was acting for the C.
P. R, C. & W., or any other railway
interest, and also a denial that he had
known when in Montreal that these
particular blocks had been set aside for
the B. C. Southern. He had not gone
to Montreal with Mr. Brown, nor did
he remember the sending of any tele-
gram to Mr. Eberts suggesting that
these particular lands could be changed
from the C. Southern; to Columbia
& Western grant.

“I suppose then,” suggested Mr., Mec-
[Caull, *‘that if Mr. Wells says he saw
such a telegram purporting to be sign-
ed by, you that that would be a for-
gery?

I sent no such telegram,” was Mr.
Taylor's answer.

*Did you ever call at Mr, Wells’ office
regarding B. C. Southern subsidy mat-
ters?”’ asked Mr. McCaull.

*“I did not at any time,” was the re-
sponse. The witness added that he had
never had any conversation with Mr,
Wells about B. C. Southern or Colum-
bia & Western subsidy matters, or that
he had ever done anything professional-
ly in this connection. Nor did he re-
call any conversation with Mr. McNeill,
the Chief Commissioner’s secretary.

Harking back to the subject of the
telegram suggested as having been sent
by Mr. Taylor to MMr. Eberts, while the
former was in Montreal, Mr. McCaull
wanted to know if he recalled having
received any telegram from Montreal
while in the Eastern city containing the
single word, *“Impossible”?

“No, I cannot recall it,”” was the T2-
ply. “I frequently receive telegrams
from Mr. Eberts when away.”

There was some further discussion re-
specting these mysterious telegrams, and
tinally Mr. McCaull asked that the com-
mittee order the production of telegrams
passing between the Attorney-General
and Mr. Taylor from May .1 to August
19, 1901, and more particularly for &
telegram from Mr. Taylor to the Attor-
ney-General about June 10, asking in
effect if he thought blocks A and B of
the B. C. Southern land grant cowmd
be transferred to the land grant of tae
Columbia & Western, and Mr. Eberts’
reply some time in June or July to the
effect *“‘Impossible.”” This request was
accordingly granted and an order issued
for production.

‘Referrimg to orders-in-council dated
December 19, 1900, dealing with the B.
C. Southern subsidy, Mr. MecCaull ask-
ed Mr. Taylor if he ever saw a draft
of them before they passed

*“No; I do not remember,” said Mr.
Taylor. j

“*You had no
these?’ was asked.

*“I do not think I had any conversa-
tion,” replied Mr. Taylor.

“You might or might not have %ad
such a conversation?’ continued Mr.
MeCaull.

“To the best of my knowledge, I had
not,” returned Mr. Taylor.

Referring to the visit to Montreal, Mr.
Taylor said he went Kast every year
if he could, as his family was at school
there. He was not East more than twice
in 1901. He was with Mr. Brown, but
did not go East with him.

“Did you have any conversation with
respect to the Columbia & Western
land grant?’ asked Mr. Duff.

*No,” replied Mr. Taylor. *The only
talk I had on that subject with Mr.
Brown was when Mr. Brown said he
had a great deal of difficulty in getting
the matter settled.”

He never at any time discussed with
Mr. Shaughnessy any of these matters.

conversation about

464 A 7 g
Mr. Brown the only one of the
the matter. M
“their land grants in Kootenay.”
had a great deal of difficulty in getting
them, he said. . He certainly had made
suggestions to Mr. in the mat-
ter. While in Montreal neither Mr.
Brown nor any one tise of the C. P. R.
Company made a suggestion to him as

never acted for the C. P. R. on the Col-
umbia & Western subsidy settlement.
He had had some business with Mr.
Heinze in this connection, however.

Passing to the impression made upon
his mind by Mr. Wells’ stdtement, Mr.
Taylor said that he might have been
prejudiced. .

“The impression conveyed to my mind
by what he said,” he put it, “was that‘
he had come to Montreal with a propo-,
sition for Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, and
that if he failed in this he had an!
arrangement with Mr. Dunsmuir that he
could fall back on. My own impression |
was that Mr. Wells expected something
in the matter.”

“Personally?” he was asked.

“Yes, personally,” was the answer.

The witness reiterated with great posi-
tiveness that the remark made by him-
self that there would be little left after
19 or 20 of the government party had ;
been provided for out of the granted
lands, was ironically intended, he hav-
ing no idea of a dishonest conspiracy
among the members. He had told Mr.
Wells,, after commenting upon the spec-
tacle of a minister “sparring for better
terms,” that if he wasn’t careful, people
would take his action for an attempted
hold-up. Mr. Wells inferred that he was
making two conditions for the delivery
of the grants: (1) That the line to
Spence’s Bridge from Midway should be
built, and (2) that there should be
twenty or thirty thousand acres apiece
for someone. His own idea was that
Wells was throwing out feelers to entrap
him (Taylor) and ultimately catch Mr.
Eberts in a snare, as he had whell
suggesting a retainer for him (Taylor) to
use influence upon Mr. Eberts as his
partner in order to secure the abandon-
ment of a prosecution of a certain road
foreman in the upper country, charged
with fraud, in placing fictitious names
upon his payroll. He had said at that
time to Mr. Eberts that he had better
“look out for that little man”—that Wells
was - trying hard to get him in a hole.
Both Mr. Brown and Mr. Eberts, among
others, had talked with him as to Mr.
Wells’ statement of his (Taylor’s) sug-
gesting a deal by which Wells might
profit through the delivery of the grants.
He knew nothing about the passing of
cancellation order. He had not gone to
Mr. Dunsmuir about the matter.

“As a matter of fact,” Mr.-Taylor re-
marked, “I wasn’t friendly with Mr.
Dunsmuir, and hadn’t been for some
time.”

Mr. Taylor declared that he had said

the Jubilee hospital if Mr. Wells could |
be got to make his statements where he
(Taylor) could get at him. He had even
asked Mr. Green (member for Slocan)
to move for a select committee to inquire
into the Columbia & Western matters,
with the object of clearing himself, and
the present committee was to some ex-
tent the result.
interested himself in securing it.

To Mr. Helmcken, Mr. Taylor said he
had often talked with Mr. Eberts on this
matter, and once to Colonel Prior. He
had not spoken to Mr. Prentice, “as I
understood he was doing. the Man Fri-
day -act, running from Wells to Duns-
muir with these tales, and I haven't
spoken to him or Wells since in conse-
quence.”

“That’s perfectly
Prentice.

Mr. Taylor added that ne nad not dis-
cussed grant matters with Mr. Brown
or the Attorney-General or anyone else,
but had discussed Mr. Wells’ statements
concerning himself. He had never heard
from Brown or any other C. P. R. of-
ficial that an agreement had been come |
to between the government and the com- |
pany whereby the company would be re-
instated in this grant. He denied also
that he had wired from Montreal to Mr.
Eberts asking if it couldn’t be arranged
to give the blocks in question in lieu of
British Columbia Southern earned lands.

Mr. E. Gosnell, private secretary
to the Premier in 1901, was called to
testify that he remembered a letter mark-
ed private and addressed to Mr. Turner
as acting Premier, and intended for exe-
cutive use, on July 31 or August 1. It
was given him for filing by Mr. Turner, ;
and afterwards handed to Mr. MecNeill,
secretary of the Chief Commissioner, pre-
sumably for executive use. There was
no record in the Premier’s letter book of
a covering letter accompanying the noti-
fication of the passage of the order-in-
council instructing that grants be pre-
pared.

Hon., Mr. Prentice testified that re-
gular minutes of the executive council |
were discontinued from May, 1901, until
Hon. Mr, McInnes became Provincial
Secretary. The cancelling order-in-coun-
cil was passed with the full executive
present—Messrs. Dunsmuir, Prior, Wells, !
Eberts and himself. He was not present
at the meetings of the 2nd or 10th Au-!
gust. When the British Columbia Sou-:
thern grants were cancelled, the execu-
tiveff was attended by Messrs. Turner,
McBride, Wells and Eberts. He was |
not present when the question of trans-|
ferring the British Columbia Southern |
grants to the Columbia & Western was'
discussed. The instructions to Mr. |
Wells by three of the four ministers then |
composing the government, and given by
then Premier Dunsmuir, were positive,
that he should not surrender the grants |
unless the line was guaranteed to|
Spence’s Bridge, and certain surrender |
of other lands made—in other words un- |
less the province received a very good
quid pro quo, in view of the fact thatl
the lands proposed to be granted were!
then known to possess an extra value.
It was on account of the knowledge of
this extra value that the government had
refused to grant these as lieu lands for
the British Columbia Southern. He was |
away when Mr. Wells returned, but|
when he (Prentice) returned he learned |
that the company had refused to accept |
the terms authorized by Mr. Dunsmuir, |
and Mr. Wells had brought back the|
grants. The delay occurred in canceling
because Mr.

true,” said Mr.

was allowed to drift. On the 15th of
March Mr. Dunsmuir was pressing Wells
to deliver the grants to the company,
and in explanation of his reluctance to
do so, Mr. Wells had confided to him
(Prentice) how he had been approached
in Montreal, which statement he at once
communicated to Mr. Dunsmuir, who or-
dered cancellation in view of this in-
formation. He had understood negotia-
tions were ended when the company
failed to acecept the conditions presented
by Mr. Wells, and he could not explain
how Mr. Dunsmuir afterwards was
pressing for delivery to the company.

THE AFTERNOON EVIDENCE.

In the afternoon the examination of
Hon. Mr. Prentice was resumed. He

government was that these deficiency
blocks were not to be granted unless the
added conditions announced by - Mr.
Dunsmuir prior to the Chief. Commis-
sioner’'s departure for Montreal, were
accepted by the company. 'The same

regard.
of the bill introduced on the last day of
the session of 1901, dealing with the
Columbia & Western lands. No one else
seemed to know much about it either.
He did not know anything about how !
the bill in question came to be prepared
or about the message of the Lieutenant-
Governor or transmitting it to the
House. Nor did he know why the bill
had not been introduced. He recalled a
letter from the then Premier, Mr. Duns-
muir, to Mr. Brown, in which it was
intimated that legislation would be in-
troduced during the session of 1901—this .
letter being written shortly after the
close of the session of 1 to confer
the lands for the fourth section of the’

road. "He did not know &f any other

P. R. officials M‘!;'lth&v;hmn he:taltgd otx‘: }hec. lt;o E;ﬁ%mectuto ntge subsidy
\ wn - referred - ‘or section 4. ere w: arrange-
They | ment that he knew anything of by which

in t

to transferring any of the lands. He Mr. Brown before referred to.

company with respect to their acceptance

| and 2nd August. All the ministers had

he would give five hundred dollars 10| heen no regularly convened cabinet meet- |

v € of certain acreage should be agreed to by
Mr. Oliver also having|the company. Under these directions Mr.

Wells was ill, and the for opjection to take them.
Canadian Northern matters were receiv-| know the value of the 600,000 acres
ing special attention, and this matter|

reiterated that the fixed policy of the|

greement the government and

the policy of the government was altered
s regard in_any way. He had no
personal knowledge of this 'bill 87

1901. He presumed that it had been in-
troduced in pursuance-of the agreement
expressed in Mr. Dunsmuir’s letter to
He had
not observed that under the terms of this
bill the company was to be permitted to
make selectisn of the lands, whereas the
original bill provided that .the given
lands should be selected by the Lieuten-|
ant-Governor-in-Counecil. He knew of!

‘approached by
- 'had not mentioned the names of any mem-
‘bers as supposed

deal in q i
terest in the transaction ‘‘direct or indi-

ntally, Mr. Wells, in telling of bei
4 Mr. Taylor dn- Monm:f

to be implicated in the
He per lly had no im-

rect, incidental. remote or  otherwise.”

To Mr. Duft: When on the 10th Decem-
ber, 1900, the C. P. R. had asked for and
been refused two deficiency blocks in lieu

of earned lands, he presumed the com-

pany had been 1epresented by Mr. Brown.

It was at this stage of the proceedings
that the chairman announced that during
the remainder of the inquiry it was in-
tended to .conclude the evidence of one
witness before taking up another. He
hoped that coumsel would remember this
and conclude their examinations at the

no intention of change in the govern-' proper time. Of course, under exceptional

ment’s policy in this connection. He
was prepared to say positively that there
was no intention on the government’s|
part to change the method of selection. |
He had heard Mr. Brown’s statement
that the proposal to substitute these
lands in South East Kootenay came from
the government; as to this, he had made
no such proposal himself, nor was he
aware that the goyernment or any mem-
ber of it or any other person in the gov-
ernment’s behalf had approached the

of these blocks in lieu of lands contig-
uous ‘to their ling.- He certainly knew
nothing about such a matter himself. As
to a matter that had "developed at an
earlier session of the committee, he had
refreshed his memory and could tell the'
committee that he had seen two memor-
anda in his own handwriting referring
to executive meetings of the 31st July

been present at these meetings with the
single exception of Mr. Wells. $So far
as he could ascertain or remember, land
grant matters were not even discussed at
either of these meetings. ¥
To Mr. McPhillips the Finance Min-
ister stated that he had never understood
the contract of granting the lands in
South East Kootenay to have been com-p
pleted by the order-in-council of the 4th
September. That order was merely in
the nature of an item in the negotiations.
He had never seen the order-in-ouncil
itself until it had been produced before
the investigating committee. It was
nothing at all conclusive. He did not
remember that, subseguent to this order-
in-council, the executive as such, had ad-
ded other terms as conditional to the
granting of the lands dealt with. So
long as the bargain was not completed, |
he saw no wrong in the action of three;
ministers determining to alter the terms |
and asking better terms in the interest|
of the country as a condition to the com- |
pletion of the grants. He would ex-|

press no opinion as to whether it would |
not have been better to have dealt with
the matter as a government, and in the
There was no executige act'
|
i

usual way.
that he had knowledge of, changing the
executive act in passing the order-in-
council directing that grants be prepar-
ed, previous to Mr. Wells going to Mon-
treal. - He held that, although there had |
ing, Mr. Wells’ instructions was binding :
upon him—the decision come to was that|
Mr. Wells should take the grants with |
him to Montreal and deliver them only
upon the condition that construction of
the road from Midway . to Spence's
Bridge was guaranteed and a surrender

Wells would not have been entitled to
hand over the grants unless these condi-
tions were first of all agreed to. There
had been no advice from Mr. Wells at
Montreal, that he knew of, as to how
the negotiations webe progressing. No
details had been arranged before Mr.
Wells -left for the East as to how the
new agreement should be erystallized.
Mr. Wells was head of the department,
and to be trusted to attend to the de-
tails. It was on the 10th of September
1900, that he had himself become aware
that these lands possessed or were be-
lieved to possess greater-than ordinary
value. * This knowledge had come to
him throngh Mr. Gore, informing the ex-
ecutive that there had been many ap-
plications for licenses to prospect for
coal and oil therein. It was on the 19th
December, 1900, ‘that the order-in-coun-
cil had been passed directing that grants
for these lands be prepared in favor of
the British Columbia Southern Railway. |
These lands were in a reserve presugn-i

ably set aside for the British Columbia |
Southern Railway. It was long before
his time that the reserve had been put'’
on. This order-in-council of the 19th
December, was—Ilike that of the 4th Sep-
tember, 1901, not in completion of a final !
arrangement, but as a step in negotia-
tion. No Crown grants were issu un- |
der it and the order-in-council was, as a |
matter of fact, subsequently rescinded. |
Until the time of the recision it was his |
opinion that it was quite open to the’
government to vary the conditions in this |
matter as the other, or to refuse to com-|
plete the suggested arrangement, Coming |
to the time of Mr. Wells’ return from |
Montrea], the witness thought that Mr. |
Dunsmuir was the one who should prop- |
erly be asked as to why, after having re- |
ceived Mr. Wells’ report as to the re-|
fusal of the company to accept the new
conditions, he (Mr. Dunsmuir) had press-
ed” for delivery of the grants. There
might have been some new negotiations
in the matter, or. the conditions imposed
when Mr. Wells went -East might pos-,
sibly have been accepted afterwards.
There was no other executive act that he
knew of proposing fresh conditions. He
understood, however, that the non-accep-
tance of the conditions stated by Mr.
‘Wells when he went to Montreal stood as
the primary reason for the eventual can-
cellation. The point as to whether the
British Columbia Southern or the Co-
lumbia & Western could legally be given
these particular lands had been raised
in executive after the issue of the order-
in-council directing that the Crown
grants be prepared, and an affirmative
opinion had been got from the now Chief
Justice, Mr. Gordon Hunter. He pre-
sumed it was upon this opinion that the
government had come to the conclusion
that it had authority to grant these
lands. He had no rememberance of any
other opinion being obtained—he did not
recall any expression of opinion on the
subject by the Attorney-General.

To Mr. Helmcken, the Finance Minis-
ter said that he had seen no evidence as
to the value approximately of the 800,-
000 acres of earned lands, nor had he
heard any reason given by the company
He did not

(approximately) proposed to be granted
in lieu. He had no personal knowledge
of pressure being brought by the C. P. R.
to secure a serttlement of these particu-
lar matters. He believed Mr. Wells was
being importuned in the matter, but there
was no special executive meeting held in
consequence, With respect to Mr. Wells’
statement of his meeting with Mr. Tay-
lor in Montreal: He believed that it
was made to him on the 15th March,
three days before the cancellation order-
in-council was passed. In effect it was
that Mr. Taylor was prepared to see that
he (Wells) would get a twentieth share
in the land company, or 30,000 acres,
if he would deliver up those Crown
grants. When Mr. Wells had told him
this, he had driven to Mr. Dunsmui_r's
house and given him the information
just as he had received it. He had at
the time said to Mr. Dunsmuir_ that he
preferred that he (the then Premier)
should get the story from Mr. Wells di-
rect before taking action om it. Mr.
Dunsmuir’s statement of the subsequent
incidents was absolutely correct. As to

determination was settled and expressed | the action taken, he could not speak—it
in the order-in-council of the 18th March. | being to some extent an executive secr(let;
There had never since then been any |'He bad no doubt but that Mr. Wells
change in the government’s policy in this | Statement influenced the cancellation of
He had no personal knowledge | the grants.

He had had subsequent con-
versations on the matter with Mr.
Dunsmuir and Col. Prior, but not with
the Attorney-General or with Mr. Taylor
at any time.

Cross examined by Mr. McPhillips, Hon.
Mr. .Prentice. said that he could not recall
how Mr. Wells had opened the conversa-
tion with Mr. Dunsmuir as a result of
‘which his directions had been so material-
ly amended prior to his departure for Mon-
treal. He did not Temember whether or
not Mr. Wells had opened by saying that
be wished Mr. Dunsmauir to clearly under-
stand that these lands were supposed to
rossess particular and peculiar value, and
that. there was a.question of the legitimacy
of granting them. He did not recall how!
the conversation had been broached. As)
he reme: the circumstances, he had
happened in at that mcetinz quite acci-

circumstances, the right of recall would
be exercised at the discretion of the com-
mittee.

dn this connection Mr. McCaull observed
that while the issues in this inquiry were
to a great extent confused, there seemed
t6 be no doubt as to the directly defined
issue between the railway company and
the government, or Mr, Wells more pantic-
vu.arly. He therefore thought that the evi-
dence of the railway company, as it might
‘be called, should be completed before Mr.
‘Wells was again placed on the stand.

Mr, George McL, Brown intimated that
he had mo objection to giving his evidence
at any time, but that he had sent for the
puapers bearing upon ail these matters, to
‘Montreal, and would prefer to let his ex-

{ amiration stand over until their arrival,

as he would then be the better enabled
to make his narrative complete amd cir-
cumstantial.

Mr. Wells was thereupon returned to the
witness ‘box, at his own request, to make
the statement foreshadowed in a telegram
from the committee chairman to Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy, and sent forward on
Tuesday evening. The Chief Commission-
er explained that it had been arranged
on Tuesday that he should make a special
statement with referenee amd in answer
to the telegram of Sir Thomas Shaughn-
cssy, In denial that that gentleman had
lent color to the proposals of Mr. Taylor,
already fully dealt with in the evidence.
This statement he Tead from the witness
box as follows:

‘“In connection with my evidence as to
the conversations I had with Mr. W. J.
Taylor in Montreal in November, 1901,
‘wherein he informed me of a projected
syndicate or company to take over the
/Columbia & Western lands in BEast Koot-
enay, and offered, me a 1-20 share therein,
equivalent to 30,000 acres, I desire to state
that I have not intimated, and do not in
any 'way desire to convey, the impression
that the Canadian Pacific Railway ‘Com-
parny, or Sir Themas Shaughnessy, were
in any way parties to Mr. Taylor’s pro-
rcsals to me, or that I believed then, or
believe now, that Sir T. Shaughnessy or
the C. P. R. were privy to any scheme to
acquire or use these lands for corrupt or
improper purposes.

(8d)) “W. C. WELLS.”

6th May, 1903.

As Mr. Wells left the siand, his counsel
explained that having made this state-
ment exonerating ‘Sir Thomas Shaughnessy,
The IChief Commissioner had sent a fur-
tler telegram to Sir Thomas to which a
1eply was now expected. It was desired
tlat permission be accorded for Mr. Wells
to go into certain other matters that had
ocdcurred in. Montreal, and it was hoped
that these matters could be taken up when
Mr. Wells’ examination: was continued
Thvrsday morning. $

The committee thereupon adjourned for

the day, to continue its labors at 10 o’clock ;

on Thursday.

SIGNS OF SPRING.

It Is a 'Season 'When Most People Feel
Miserabie, Easily Tired- and
Fagged Out:

The spring season affects the health
of almost everyone—of course in dif-
ferent ways. With some it is a feel-
fing of ‘weariness after slight exer-
tion; others. are afflicted with pimples
and skin = ervptions. Iickle appetite,
sallow cheeks and lack-lustre eyes are
other signs that dhe 'blood is clogged
with impurities and must have assist-
ance to regain its health-giving proper-

ties.

This is the season above all others
when everyone—young and old—need a
tonic to brace them up, and the best
tonic medical science has discovered 1
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. These pills
tone the nerves and fill the veins with
new, pure, rich, red blood. 'That's why
they give you a healthy appetite and

;cure all blood and nerve diseases—anae-

mia, skin diseases, erysipelas, rheumat-

‘ism, meuralgia, palpitation of the heart

and a score of other troubles caused
by bad blood and bad blood alone. Dr.
iWilliams’ Pink Pills will give you new
blood, new life, new energy—you cannot
do better than start taking them today.

Mr. Jos. Poirier, M.P.P,, Grand Anse,
N. B, says: ‘‘Both my wife and daugh-
ter have been greatly benefited by Dr.
Williame® Pink Pills. My daughter
was in very poor health, pale, thin and
apparently bloodless, but through the
use of the piils she has regained her
health and is again able to enjoy life.
I think Dr. Williams’ (Pink Pills is the
best medicine 'when the blood is poor.”
®ubstitutes are sometimes offered, but
they never cure. If you can’t get the
genuine pills from your dealer send di-
rect to the Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co.,
Brockville, ‘Ont., and they will be mail-
ed at 50 cents a box or six boxes for
$2.50.
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Wirings From
Winnipeg

Rev. Dr. Sutheﬂand En Route to
Attend the Methodist Con-
ference.

Attempted Murder and Suicide
Reported From the
North.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Winnipeg, May 5.—Rev. Dr. Suther-
land, Methodist missionary secretary, has
left here for the Coast. Dr. Sutherland
will meet a number of Indian missionar-
ies at Vancouver to discuss matters with
them, and afterwards attend the British
Columbia conference in Victoria, May
14.

Reports of a case of attempted mur-
der, tollowed*by suicide, has just reach-
ed Edmonton by travelers from the
North. A half-breed named Pierre De-
loune quarreled with his wife for re-
fusing to accompany him North on a
freighted. Deloune seized the woman
and stabbed her in the head and should-
ers, then attempted to cut her throat.
She dropped insensible, and the man
tied. A silk handkerchief, whuich the
woman had around her throat saved her
life. On the following day Deloune’s
body was found dead lying by the road-
side, his throat having been cut. The
wife is recovering. .

J. B. Lauzon announces himself as
Conservative candidate for Laverand-
Irye.

" (. J. Wilkinson will contest Birtle as
an independent Conservative.

A party of 27 naval men arrived on
the East train today en route to China.
They are all stokers, and expect to join
the torpedo destroyer Sparrowhawk at
Hongkong.

A. C. Fraser was unanimously nomi-
nated tonight as Liberal candidate for
Brandon City. Kildowen and St. An-
drews’ Conservatives renominated D.
Grain,

P ) e Y
20 YEARS OF ITCHING PILES,

Mr. Alex. McLaughiin, Bowmanville,
Ont., writes that for twenty years he suf-
fered terribly from idtching piles. Seven
years ago he asked a druggist for the best

, Chase’s Ointment.

cure for piles and was told to use Dr.
He continued this treat-
ment until entirely cured, and as he has
never had an—~ return of his old trouble,
considers ‘his cure permanent and remark-
able. on account of the length of time he
suffered.

Sensations
Multiplied

Testimony of Hon. Mr. Wells
Flatly Denied By Mr.
Taylor.

Victoria Barrister Declares Sub-
ject Was First Broached
to Him.

And That Chief Commissioner
Was Seeking a Better
Bargain.

Mr. W. J. Taylor, of the legal firm of
Eberts & Taylor, whose name has been
so prominently mentioned in connection
with the alleged scandalous deal pro-
jected in connection with the Columbia
& ‘Western subsidy lands, was in the
witness box yesterday morning at the
resumption of business by the Oliver
icommittee of investigation. In ac-
cordance with the promise of
the * Premier, Mr. Oliver had
been provided rwith counsel, in the
person of Mr. Lyman P. Duff; while
the Chief Commissioner was personally
represented by Mr. C. C. McCaull, K.C.,
of Vancouver, these igentlemen reserv-
ing their cross-examination of Mu.
MTaylor until they have had time
and opportunity to familiarize
themselves with the evidence in the
tangled case into which they have just
been introduced as actors. The othe:
'witnesses of the morning were Mr.
Richard MdBride and Hon. Mr. MecIn-
nes, in neither of whose statements did
any element of especial interest present
iteelf.

In presenting himself for examination
at the opening of the committee meet-
ing, Mr. Taylor explained that a most
serious charge had Dbeen preferred
against him, which he desired immedi-
ately to refute. He had had an impor-
tant case adjourned at New Westmin-
ster to enable him to attend the com-
mittee sitting with this end in view, and
—the official stenographer not at that
time being in attendance—he was will-
ing to make his statement so slowly that
it might beé taken down in longhand,
rather than have delay occur’in putting
himself on record. He asked the priv-
ilege, at the same time, of cross-exam-
ining the €hief Commissioner at a later
period of the investigation, either per-
sonally or by counsel. 'This introduc-
tory conversation was still in progress
‘when Mr. Gilbert, the official reporter
of the committee proeeedings, arrived
upon the scene, and the inquiry opened
thereupon in quite the usual way.

On being sworn, ‘Mr. Taylor went di-
rectly to the subject matter of the in-
terview with Hon. Mr. Wells in Mont-
real, in which connection it had been
alleged by the Chief Commissioner that
he (Mr. Taylor) had visited Hon, Mr.
Wells at his room in the Windsor hotel,
and had endeavored to induce him to
make delivery of the Columbia & West-
ern grants, suggesting that if he did so,
there was an opportunity for‘ him
(Wells) to obtain 30,000 acres of the
lands for himself, with a twentieth in-
terest in the syundicate that was bemg
formed to deal 'with them.

Mr. Taylor’s version of the conversa-
tion was very different indeed.. He had
gone to Montreal, he said, in connec-
tion with an entirely private business
transaction with Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt,
traveling with Mr. Flumerfelt, and hav-
ing his expenses defrayed by that gen-
tleman, subject to adjustment in the
settling up of the business affair in
which they were mutually interested.
He had had no pass from the C. P. R.,
nor had he any connection with that
company’s interests direct or indirect,
business or personal. 'This was in No-
vember or December, 1901.

Hon. Mr. Wells was a guest at the
thotel. He asked him to go to a theatre
with him. A conversation had ensued
mpon a matter introduced by Hon. Mr.
Wells and wholly foreign to any connec-
tion with the Columbia & Western mat-
ter. Afterwards Hon. Mr. Wells had im-
parted the information that he had with
him the grants in satisfaction of the
Columbia & Western subsidy, but had
not yet made delivery of them to the
company.

“He said that he thought before he
gave them up, the company ought to
‘do something,’” continued Mr. Taylor
—*“he intimated that the company
should do something, ‘as he was in a
very peculiar position.’ He did not ex-
‘plain what that peculiar pesition was,
but he added that the company should
do something for the government, to
help the government out—politically I
presumed he meant.

“He then intimated that he was ask-
ing that the building of the line to
Spence’s Bridge be made a condition
for delivery of the grants, and I said I
thonght that was a very queer way of
doing business—for a government to
hang up a subsidy for the doing of
some particular work, and then when
that work was done, to refuse to pay
up until some other action was perform-
ed. Wells then remarked that there
ought to be twenty or thirty thousand
acres ‘in it for us,” and I replied that
taking out twenty or thirty thousand
acres for the nineteen or twenty in your
crowd, there wouldn’t be much left out
of 600,000 acres. To this he had re-
plied that there would be a good deal
more in it by not giving the grants and
having the lands located than by giv-
ing over the lands to the company.

“I told him that I thought it was a
very peculiar thing to have a govern-
ment make a bargain with a
company, and then see one of the minis-
tera go dubbing about the country with
the grants in his pocket—sparring for
better terms. He said that he could ex-
plain all that—he had fixed it with Mr.
Dunsmuir before leaving Victoria., He
had already squared the matter with
the government. I said that would not
be likely to satisfy the public, and he
said something about being able to look
after that all right. I asked him if it
would mnot be better to do the square
thing—if the company was entitled to
the grants to give them to them, and it
not tell them straight out. In that
way the government would be acting
properly and would keep its friends,
not sacrifice them, as would be the nat-
ural result the way that he was acting.
He <aid that he was going to see
Shaughnessy in any event, and I ad-
vised him not to. There was nothing
further =aid in the matter.”

He (Taylor) went with Hon. Mr.
Wells to the theatre. He had had no
other conversation on the subject with
the iChief Commissioner. On but one
other occasion had he seen Mr. Wells
during his stay in Montreal, when Mr.
‘Wells spoke of certain matters in con-
nection with the banquet of the Manu-
facturers’ Association. Mr. . Flumer-
felt was going, and he (Taylor) had ask-
ed Mr. Wells if he intended to be there?
He replied that he had not received an
invitation, and expressed surprise that
Mr. Flumerfelt had been =0 honored and
he had not.
that Mr. Flumerfelt was well known
in Montreal as identified with a large
business wconcern, and ‘had suggested
that he (Wells) send in his mame to the
secretary, when he would no doubt re-
ceive an invitation.

To Mr. Helmcken. Mr. Taylor said
that no particular lands were ‘speci-
fied in the conversation with Homn. Mr.
‘Wells concerning which he had testified.
No particular grants or sections were
spoken of specifically. Hon. Mr. Weils

had simply =aid that he had the grants
for the C. P. R., and the subsequent

He (witness) had replied|

conversation had ensued much as de-
scribed in evidence. He had under-
stood that the lands spoken of ‘were in
East Kootenay. ‘When he had remark-
ed that twenty or thirty thousand acres
would not leave much out of 660,000
acres if the nineteemr or twenty in his
(Wells’) crowd were to be provided for,
he' had meant by “the crowd,” the gov-
ernment and its supporters—the govern-
ment party in the local House. He suw
posed that “if Wells cut up he WO\J}E
play fair by all.” He had mot takeu
the matter very seriously at the time.
It was not his place to give opinions as
to how Mr. Wells had taken it. He
was stating what was said, and the
committee could form its own opinions,
They might take it any way they liked.
Wells had never mentioned any syndi-
cate as being formed to take over the
lands in question. He had never heard
of any. He had said when Wells talk-
ed of the matter that it would be a
great scheme—to get all in by thue pro-
viding for them. He had eaid, “You'll
be sure to be a loving family then—all
living in peace and harmony.”

He had heard many stories of his
(Taylor) being connected in some way
with this transaction, but he defied
anyone to say that he had ever made
any propositions to anyone in the mat-
ter. The committee should poll eyery
member of the House to answer wheth-
er or not he had been improperly ap-
proached. He had never been identified
with any of these railway grant mat-
ters in any capacity. He had never
waited on Mr. Wells with respect to the
British Columbia Southern, or the Col-
umbia & Western or any other grant.
He had never waited on any offimal of
the company. He had never been con-
cerned in the matter in a professional
‘capacity. He had never discussed the
matter with George Mdl. Brown in his
(Brown’s) official capacity.

“George McL. Brown is a friend of
‘mine—a good friend,” Mr. Taylor added.
“I am as proud of his friendship as I
am ashamed of my acquaintance with
Wells,”

Mr. MecCaull interposed an objection
that the witness was on the stamnd to
give evidence—not to offer insult to one
of the ministers of the crown.

“Yes, I'm here to give evidence, and
I am giving it,” said Mr. Taylor, ““And
I'll have more to give. It won’t be al-
together pleasant for this man, who tries
to stab me in the back with his lying
tales.’

Elaborating his statement under com-
mittee cross-examination, Mr. Taylor
said that he had not taken the related
conversation with Mr. Wells as a joking
matter, in proof of which he mentioned
that he had said to Mr. Wells that he
had better be very careful or he would
get himself talked about in a_ very un-
pleasant way. He (Taylor) had not paid
any professional visits at any time to any
of the ministers with respect to these
blocks 4,593 and 4,594—indeed he knew
nothing whatever about them or the Co-
lumbia & Western subsidy, or any of the
subjects mentioned in connection. He
had never been requested by Mr. Brown
to interest himself in the matter. At
the time he was indeed—as Mr. Helme-
ken would remember, being counsel on
the other side—engaged against the C.
P. R. in a collision case, that of the
Abbey Palmer vs. the Empress of Japan,
a very important action. He had‘ never
been instructed by the C. P. R. in any
capacity, or by Mr. Brown as represen-
tative of the company.

Messrs. MeCaull & Duff naving reserv-
ed their cross-examination for a later
period, Mr. McPhillips briefly examined
the witness without the disclosure'of any
material new ‘information. Previous to
going to Montreal, Mr. Taylor said, he
had had no knowledge of the preparation
of grants for blocks 4,593 or 4,594, or of
any grants in connection with the Co-
lumbia & Western subsidy. In meeting
Mr. Wells in Montreal, he had merely
chanced to find the Chief Commissioner
at the Windsor, when he went there—or
Mr. Wells might have come there later

it was a mere chance meeting, The
subject matter of the C. & W. grants
had been introduced by Wells as stated;
he bad said that he had the grants for
the C. P. R. for the-subsidy lands in
Kootenay, and the company ought to do
something for him, as he was in a pe-
culiar position. He (Taylor) had not
previously become acquainted w1th'the
details of the case. He had said to Wells
that surely if the grants were earned by
the company for a road in one part of
the country, the government could not
ask that another road in another part of
the country should be built before the
grants were given up.

Wells’ exact words were that the com-
pany “ought to do something for l}lln.
as he was in a peculiar position.” What
did he mean? He had asked him, and
Wells had explained that the company
ought to do something for them—it Ought
to build the road to Spence’s bridge. It
was for the committee to form its own
conclusions as to what he really had
meant—or whether he had spoken for the
government or for himself. He (Taylor)
had his own opinion on this point, but
it was not necessary for him to give ex-
pression to it.

He had not discussed with Mr. Wells
or anyone else whether or not the sub-
sidy lands dealt with in the grants had
or had not been earned. He had advised
Wells if they had been properly earned
to hand the grants over, and if not, to
tell the company so, and have done with
it—not to try to make new bargains and
lose friends for the government,
He had had no reason for
founding even a jocular statement that
the government party was anxious to
participate in advantages accruing
through delivery of these land grants—
he had never heard of any arrangement
in such a connection—he himself had
never had any pecuniary interest in the
matter direct or indirect, incidental or
remote. Wells had not received his com-
ment seriously. He had said there would
be “more in it” to keep the grants and
locate the lands. It was in response
to this that he (Taylor) had said: “See
here, Wells, its a peculiar thing to have
the government make a bargain and
then find one of the ministers go dubbing
about the country with the grants in his
pockets sparring for better terms.”” He
did not believe that Wells ' was acting in
this matter for any government support-
ers. He had never heard two or any
other number mentioned in such a con-
nection. He (Taylor) had never had any
identification with such a thing—direct
or indirect, incidental or remote or other-
wise, 5

Then Mr. McBride took the stand, to
testify that he had, as a member of the
Dunsmuir government attended at meet-
ings of the executive, wherein matters
were discussed with reference to the set-
tlement of the Columbia & Western sub-
sidy. Three meetings he recalled were
held on the 10th September, 1900; the
19th December, 1900; and the 10th Au-
gust, . 1901. He had attended all the
cabinet meetings when in the city. He
had sat in the council and hLeard the
grant matter discussed, having a gen-
eral recollection of what passed, but no
specific. remembrance. The orders-in-
council were passed upon the recommen-
dation of the Chief Commissioner in the
usual way. The reason for the making
of the grant was that 300,000 acres of
the public domain would be saved to the
country by making the grant in a sec-
tion apart from the line itself. He had
thought the government quite within its
powers in doing so, as in the country’s
interest. He did not remember whether
or not the Attorney-General had discuss-
ed the legal point or had even been pres-
ent in the council at which the matter
was discussed. He presumed the Chief
Commissioner had taken advice on -this
aspect of the case. Mr. Brown was
pressing for settlement of this among
other matters, and was before the exe-
cutive on several occasions in connection
therewith. The argument in favor of
giving the lands mentioned was that a
better bargain would be made for the
country in the saving of acreage. It was
upon the request of Mr. Turner that the
council meeting was called to pass the
order-in-council instructing the issue of
the grants, not to close a bargain, but in
the process of negotiations for the settle-
ment. He could not recall the precise
details. The remoteness of one particu-'
lar block from the line was discussed, if

Le remembered aright, it it was non

that the government would Iulys ?&:“f"}
justified in taking this course. "The y ly
ter was one not touching his own .(;‘
partment, and he had therefore accepe,
the stattments of the minister in {vh«w
department it was a matter of dj..
concern. The rescinding order was 11-1\»‘\
ed at the last meeting, but one tlmf 1 ;
attended. The Chief Commissioner 1. |
recommended the recision, which
been thereupon approved by the ey,
tive. ‘This was nothing at all uu'u\ufz
—to have a mibister recommend g (.
tain action and then advise its recisj,
Both Mr. Wells and Mr. Turner wo.
being pressed to have the matter sch'.‘,,u
up. The reason for the allotment
these particular 600,000 acres was that
they would de ‘the work of 900,000 a.,
elsewhere, affecting a saving of 3
000 acres. The witness could not ..
call details.. When he went out of ;

ministry, he observed, he had lost .
interest in these matters. He kept ;

diary, and had had nothing to refr..

his memory. - No particular value was
attached to. these lands at that time, .

cept in that they were in close pruyz,.,J
ity to the Fernie coal measures it ..
thought that they also might econt:

coal. There was no information in 1|,
Mines Department- concerning a speciai
value for them; @nd the action of 1)
Chief Commissioner in the absence
specific information as to_a special valu,
owing to mineral quantities, seemed .
reasonable and wise one. It was als
right and proper that, discovering tha
thq lands possessed a special value, ti.
Chief Commissioner should have aske!

original order-in-council being in the na
ture of a negotiation, not in closing :u1
accepted bargain. There had been n«
conferences with the ministers on thes.
matters outside of the executive, n

R. He had absolutely no person:
knowledge of\two or any other number
members being mixed up in the trans:
tion. He had absolutely no persou.
knowledge of two or any other numl.
of members being mixed up in
transaction. He certainly was not |
self concerned in any transacti
specting these blocks, 4,593 and®

He had never heard any

speet to the alleged conspi

was presented in the evideuco |
committee last Saturday.

recollect .the ministry co

despite the statute, the

entitled to subsidy for sectio
believed that the preamble of

sion’s bill was inconsistent wi

sion of time. He did not

such bill being caucused

a minister., He thougl at

blocks 4,593 and 4,504 ine  properl,
within the purview of » Railway A
if the government adjudged it best to
the country’s interests: the passage
the order-in-council was not conclusi
but merely a step in the negotiations 1o
a settlement, which he subscribed
taking full responsibility as a mem}
of the cabinet for so doing. The orde
in-council would, upon acceptance, nni
the issue of the grants, have constituted
a complete contraect. As it was, it was
subject to any further and final action
by the executive. No other terms wenr
ever discussed in respect to the issue o
the grants—the condition of the buil
ing to Spence’s Bridge he had not heard!
of until it was brought out by. this com
mittee. The argument was the saving
of acreage. He did not know whether
or not the propeosal of *he government
had been communicated to the railway
company. When it had come to the
knowledge of the Chief Commissioner
that the lands proposed to be granted
possessed a special value, it was his
duty to recommend the matter for recon-
sideration or recision. He (McBride)
had no personal information as to the
character of these particular lands. His
first intimation with respect to them
came in the presentation of the bill by
the present premier, and the informa-
tion subsequently developed in caucus of
the opposition. He did not regard the
issue of the undelivered grants as com-
pleting the transaction at all; if the
grants had been prepared, delivered and
accepted, the transaction would have
been complete and legitimately complete.

To Mr. McCaull, the opposition leade:
said that Mr. Geo. McL. Brown wa
several times before the executive. 1l
did not recall the meetings of executiv
on the 31st July or 2nd August, o
whether or not Mr. Eberts was presel
thereat. He did not remember a ce
tain letter of that July from Mr. Brow
to the Chief Commissioner—this letic
being mpysteriously missing from
archives. He had not paid particular :
tention to the werding of the order
council, regarding it merely as a step
the negotiations for a settlement.
was open to the company to accept it ¢
reject it.

Hon. Mr. Mclnnes, the present I’
vincial Secretary, was called to pro
certain official documents—the execut
oath and correspondence with respect !
blocks 4,593 and 4,594, received fin
Davis, Marshall & MacNeill. No It
mal application for petition of right b
been made by the C. P. R. or the (
& W. railwdy company. He had he
it stated that two members of the o
were interested in a syndicate that v
to take over the granted lands. He
sonally knew nothing of the matter. !
had never been waited on by any
C. P. R. officials or professional me:
this connection. He had never had :
proposition in connection, throngh w
he was to benefit, as Mr. Taylor
said, ‘“‘directly or indirectly, inciden
or remotely.”

It was intended to pursue the exi:
nation in the afternoon, but as bo
Messrs. Duff and McCaull asked for
to look into the case just placed in |
hands, the committee agreed to adjou
until Wednesday at 10 a. m., coul
giving a promise to be ready to proct
henceforth. : s

Meanwhile the committee has ordoerc
a return of all inforng:nu;l} with respe
to coal or oil prospecting license appin
tions in ‘I;ln\'g;\' 4,593 and 4,594, wi
names of applicants, dates, and oth¢
necessary particulars.
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“Measures not men,” Vnm.!\'ml the man,

o > jonally inks aloud.

il ;‘.‘1!;!:;]\3‘1;‘ (:neriml the human

‘A "hwit;f:“&:;.fl-?'I,(,mi,.q the noisy (’m‘r}kr
er, with a fendish grin. —Chicago Daily
News.
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WORKMAN KILLED.
Fort William, Ont., May
Moss, workman on a steel tan
distance of 63 feet ;'c\-tex'd:x,\‘, :
ceived ‘injuries whiclh cauged de
few hours later.

iy
TO WARN BULGARIA.

5.—wWni.

Sublime Porte Requests Austria to
dress Final Notice.

London, May 5.—The Vienna ¢
pondent of the Daily Telegraph sa:
Turkish ambassador at Vieuna,
on the Porte’s instructions, has reqi
the Austro-Hungarian minister of for
affairs to address a final warning to >
garia and that country while expre .
regret that the Turkish precautions '
so inadeguate, the outrages having !
foretold, has promised to interven
Sofia.

D A S e

PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS.
Lord Lansdowne Explains Governmel
Position.

London, May 5—Replying in °
House of Lords today to a request!
information regarding the policy of tuf
government in connection with the I
sian Gulf, Foreign Secretary Lansdowl'
said the whole subject of British reit”
tions with Persia was being anxious
considered by the government, especl
the customs tagiff. He was not satisbed
that Great BrFitain should be contel
with the most favored nation treatment
but he has paid to secure an arrange
ment by which, instead of accepting 111‘{
agreement between Persia and the other

powers, British interests should be Sp“'f:
ially considered. It was the policy ©
His Majesty’s government to protect
British trade without exelnding the legi-
timate trade of other countries.

for recision of the order-in-council, th.

any so far as he knew with the C. I'.
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New York, May 9.
«cltine connected with
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*Cunard pier today, adg
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MISS ORMS

Singer Well Known if
Pewn With Dipht

Chicago, May 7—Mi
‘one of the Sadie girls
©Operatic Company, is
Miss Ormsby, who wa
couver, B. C., was s
dlpptheria shortly af]
arrived here a few da
quarantined at the
Hotel. Mrs. S. B. (
the aetress, is nurs
brother in Portland ha
for. ‘The gravest fes
for her recovery.

Miss . Ormshy, refer:
despatch, is well kno
Vancouver, haviag ta
amateur musical and
tions prior to leaving
where she aecepted a
a vaudeville company,
of the late Prof. Bud
successful season in §
Joined the Anna Held
in the Sadie chorus.
from many applicants
ffield, of the Anna Hel
Ormsby’s progress on
remarkably rapid, and
to have a brilliant fi

er friends now fear
may so affect her voi

€ able to sing again f
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-JAPANESE H(

The Hague, May 9

liability of ,foreig

USe tax in Japan wi

the international arbif
in September next.




