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V #F ill tlbe Colonist We think it well to emphasize the 

point made by Senator Macdonald about 
there being no discrimination against 
United States citizens in the collection 
of duties at the Yukon frontier. No 
questions are asked as to a man’s 
nationality. When he reaches the 
custom house at Lake Tagiah he must 
pay duty on goods not made in Canada, 
whether he owes allegiance to Queen 
Victoria or is an alien. This ought not’ 
to be lost eight of, for there has been a 
disposition to misrepresent the attitude 
of the people of British Columbia and 
the effect of the Canadian laws upon 
this subject. It has been persistently 
alleged, by those who ought to know 
better, that what was aimed at was the 
exclusion of aliens from the Yukon. 
We do not disguise the fact 
that many people in British Columbia 
favor such exclusion ; but there is no 
law to authorize it. Under the laws of 
Canada as they now stand, and as they 
are likely to stand for some time to 
come, it matters not in what country a 
man was born or to what government he 
owes allegiance, he is free to enter the 
Yukon and exploit its wealth. All that 
is asked of him is that he shall obey the 
laws of Canada, and one of those laws is 
that, if he proposes to bring foreign goods 
into the country, he shall pay the duty 
on them, which duty, in the case of 
Yukon outfits, amounts to about 30 per 
cent.

Consul Smith has fnade a very favor
able impression upoti the people of this 
city, which will be atre 
frank and manly statement of the mat
ter forming the subject of his December 
report. In this he represents the best 
type of American citizenship, which does 
not try to deceive itself and does not 
thank anyone for trying to deceive it 
about matters touching upon its busi
ness interests.

Thu Tacoma Ledger complains that 
Consul Smith’s report contains good 
advertising matter for Victoria. That 
is because it tells the truth. The truth 
is the only advertisement that Victoria 
needs.

portation for 30,000 people, not counting 
their own tickets would come to $18,000-, 
000, to which must be added the cost of 
transportation of individuals backwards 
and forwards, those who stay in the 
country and those who do not, which 
would swell the transportation outlay to 
at least (25,000,000. There are people 
who will say that if we multiply the 
number of people by ten we will be away 
within the mark. We do not care to 
figure upon such estimates. Twenty- 
five millions for transportation alone is 
quite a lot of money.

Now, let us suppose, that 100,000 peo
ple come out here to the Coast and start 
North. They will probably spend in 
.living expenses and outfits an average of 
$500. Five hundred times one hundred 
thousand dollars are .$50,000,003. 
Add to this the transportation 
and we have $75,000,000, if 100,- 
000 come and the length of stay of 
those who go North is equal to a stay of 
30,000 people for a year. This is a 
pretty fair year’s business. The amount 
seems incredible; but when one reads 
what is being said all over the country 
as to the coming rush, it is easier to 
make the amount larger than to cut it 
down.

However, we did not begin this article 
with the idea of making calculations of 
this kind. Our point is that the mer
chants of Canada must keep in view the 
fact that after this year the greater part 
of the Yukon trade will be done by busi
ness houses having establishments in 
the gold-producing country. This will 
be the great outfitting year. It is there 
fore important that the most persistent 
efforts should be made to secure that 
trade now.

We know that our business men will 
pardon us when we say to them that 
very much will depend upon the manner 
in which the first parties are treated. 
If they are used well, they will send 
back favorable reports. If they have 
reason to think themselves ill-used, they 
will advise their friends not to come 
to this city. We have seen some 
letters in regard to the way is which 
miners were used in Seattle, that must 
have a very prejudicial effect upon the 
minds of every person who reads them. 
If by any mischance such letters should 
be written from Victoria abolit Victoria 
merchants, they will.be sent all over the 
United States. We caution our mer
chants against people who may come 
here looking for trouble in order to give 
the business of the city a black eye. The 
men who have spread falsehoods abroad 
concerning our city are equal to'any dis
honorable trick that will keep us from 
getting our rightful share of the trade 
of our own country. We also suggest to 
our merchants that they get letters from 
the persons whom they outfit, which can 
be used in the event of any trick of the 
sort mentioned being attempted.

The Toronto Globe resumes its active 
opposition to government aid, that is 
Dominion government aid to any addi
tional railway projects. This time it 
speaks against such assistance being ex
tended to a line to open Northern On
tario. Our contemporary in this re- 
d sema itself from the chargé of specially 
directing its opposition againet Western 
projects. But we are not able to agree 
with it upon this special rhatter. This 
country must be developed and that too 
as quickly as possible. It is necessary 
for this purpose that federal aid should 
be given. This can be extended in such 
a way as to make the burden upon the 
taxpayers comparatively light. We 
think it is not beyond the ingenuity of 
the government to devise a proper sys
tem of government aid.

THE REGULATIONS AT DTEA.

While some further particulars re
main to be made public, sufficient is 
known of the agreement between the 
Canadian government and the United 
States government as to the regulations 
at Dyea, to show that they are wholly 
satisfactory, and that no further impedi
ments will be placed in the way of the 
transportation of Canadian goods across 
the narrow strip of territory now in pos
session of the United States, but which 
may ultimately be found to be a part of 
Canada.

We are glad to make public a recog
nition of Hon. Mr. Sifton’s good work in 
this matter. He has taken the question 
up with a great deal of business sense, 
and appears to have arrived at as good 
results as could be expected. This 
shows the advantage of having the mini
sters visit the Coast and learn from per
sonal observation what the situation 
calls for. There are one or two esteemed 
members of the cabinet, whom we would 
like to see sent out here for a good long 
visit. Indeed there are quite a number 
of people, having influence with the pre
sent administration, who would be 
greatly profited by a sojourn in this live 
country. They would get some new 
notions into their heads, which would 
be an excellent thing for them and the 
Dominion.

There will be much weeping and wail
ing and gnashing of teeth in certain 
quarters south of us at the way things 
have worked out at Dyea. The great 
American hog has been very much in 
evidence lately on the Sound. The 
Washington government has put a ring 
in his nose. This will not, however, 
prevent him squealing pretty loudly. 
We are very glad that it was not neces
sary for the Dominion government to 
go to the extreme of closing the passes. 
Every avenue of travel will be taxed to 
its utmost by the great rush now certain 
to come, and it would have been a pity 
if it had been necessary, owing to the 
greed of our neighbors, to have pre
vented travel from seeking the route 
from the head of Lynn canal. A policy 
of live and let live has prevailed, and we 
are heartily pleased.
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r SEE: THE LOCAL OPPOSITION. That Unless Ottawa and 
Are Discreet Then 

Be Trouble,
l ; What British Columbia needs during 

the next few years is an administration 
composed of men with some knowledge 
of public affairs and some experience in 
dealing with the many questions that 
are certain to arise from day to day in 
constantly increasing numbers, as the 
development of the province goes 
For this reason the character of the op
position is a very important factor in the 
local political situation. When a party 
of men seek to have their fellow citizens 
place the administration of affairs in 
their hands, they ought to be able to 
point to some evidence of their capacity 
to administer them. We think we may 
say, without undue disparagement, that 
the gentlemen, who have hitherto been 
looked upon as the opposition leaders, 
and hence would be selected to form a 
new government in the event of an over
turn during the life of the present house, 
have not displayed any special fitness 
for public position, or given the slightest 
reason for anyone to suppose that they 
would render the country better service 
than that afforded by Hon. Mr. Turner 
and his colleagues.

It is desirable to avoid, when possible, 
the discussion of personal matters in the 
press, but there is a personal side to 
every political situation, which must be 
taken into account, and can and ought 
to be considered in a kindly spirit, 
though with perfect frankness. We 
know of no other way to discuss politics 
intelligently or usefully, except to speak 
of the things that people talk about.

Mr. Semlin is leader of the opposition, 
and presumably would be the leader of a 
new government. Everyone who knows 
Mr. Semlin likes him.
A fine, honorable specimen of 
manhood. He ig not lacking in 
ability.
van” ÿêàra in the legislature, and if he 
has left the impress of his mind upon 
legislation or administration the fact is 
not conspicuous. He has been a con
sistent critic of the government’s policy, 
but has never displayed any construct- 
iveness. Speaking with the most friend
ly feeling towards him, we must frankly 
say that Mr. Semlin has not given any 
reason why he should be suspected of 
possessing those qualities of mind or 
that experience which are necessary in 
the eventful period now begun in our 
provincial history.

Mr. Cotton is a gentleman of ability. 
He is not without popularity. He is a 
close reasoner. He has considerable 
knowledge of affairs and might be made 
useful in a subordinate place in a gov
ernment. He does not possess any qual
ifications for ‘leadership, and is too un
certain a quantity and too much given 
to the spinning of theories to be able to 
command the confidence of the house. 
Mr. Cotton would be courteous and in
dustrious in office, but it cannot be 
claimed that he is the sort of material 
one would select for cabinet timber.

Mr. Williams is another gentleman 
who is much thought of by everyone 
who has come in contact with him. He

If Great Britain guarantees the new 
Chinese loan it will be on condition that 
new ports are made open, and free to all 
the world. A fair field and no favor 
always was John Bull’s motto.

Spain is the latest nation to receive 
the advantage of that preferential tariff 
in favor of Great Britain. Come, Mr. 
Fielding, move to make it unanimous.

And now it is Labrador that is coming 
to the front as a gold-producing country. 
What a trick nature has of putting gold 
where it is hard to get at I
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THE CANADIAN PRESS.
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“ There certainly will bel 
less the governments at I 
and Ottawa exercise wiel 
While the discovery of golq 
late the Northwest and Brl 
bia as it populated South AB 
lia and the Western State! 
same time it has created an 
various quarters.
“I remember when Sir! 

donald was roundly abused I 
ing the Washington treaty. I 
route most talked about, tl 
river, is free to all imper! 
under that treaty. Still in 
surprise me at all to fine! 
men in the United States 1 
■question whether the freedoi 
tion carries with it the right tj 
Stickeen when in a frozen q 
yet to find them insist upon 
embargo upon gold convey 
their territory to points in Cl 

“ These issues may be raisi 
game in order to coerce Can 
nection with the policy adl 
some of putting a duty upon j 
out of Yukon into the United 

“ Then again, the tax upoi 
duced, as well as the réservai 
ternate claims by the govern] 
day, are likely to cause stroi 
and to disturb the volcanic] 
you know there are more polifl 
statesmen in the neighboring 
Therefore it must be appa 
trouble will arise unless all] 
■act with caution and discretio

THOSE LIBEL SUITS.
Premier Turner has used good judg

ment in setting the machinery of the law 
into operation against those journalistic 
traducers, the Province and other papers 
following in its steps. They will now 
have the opportunity of either proving 
their charges in court or else of admit
ting themselves to be slanderers.

H it can be proven to be a crime for 
any public official to have his name asso
ciated with a mining company, now is 
the Province’s chance to have this new 
crime clearly defined. If such associa
tion justifies a newspaper in publishing 
columns of coarse inuendo and scurril
ous abuse, the Province will doubtless 
look for its justification.

When men of high character are 
called to public office, they naturally 
shrink from acceptance if they feel that 
they are to be made defenceless targets 
by any newspaper that disagrees with 
them. This libel suit will doubtless 
have a tonic effect upon those papers 
whose laziness makes them prefer ill- 
natured gossip to sensible news publica
tion, and we may expect a general 
bracing up all along the line.—British 
Columbia News.
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He is ROSSLAND WAGON ROAD.
Now that the snow road project is a 

dead issue, the proposed wagon road to 
Cascade City can be discussed without 
any side lines being tacked to it. It is 
certain that the wagon road to the Vic
tory-Triumph and Velvet groups, on So
phie mountains, will receive assistance 
from the government. If the board of 
trade will point out the necessity of the 
continuation of that road five or six 
miles further west, there is little doubt 
that an appropriation wiil be made for a 
trunk road from Rossland as far ag Cas
tle mountain. This would give actées to 
a vast number of mineral claims that 
cannot possibly have any other outlet.

the branch road 
leading to the Victory-Triumph group, 
the wagon road would enter a district 
that is thickly covered with mineral 
claims. There is the Umatilla group of 
three claims, the Wallaroo group of five 
claims, the Big Four group of three 
claims, the New Orleans group of two 
claims, the Prospector group of eight 
claims, and numerous others further 
sway from the proposed road that must 
ship ore that way, because there is no 
other feasible route.

■ Summit mountain and Big Sheep val
ley are well covered with mineral claims 
that mnst find an outlet over the Dewd- 
ney trail route, and on Castle mountain 
there are some well-known groups to be 
served, such as the Algonquin group, the 
Sandhurst group, the Royal group, the 
Jubilee group, and over 100 separate 
claipas on this eastern slope, all of which 
will be tributary to the proposed wagon 
road. It is safe to say that the number 
of claims and mines that woùld be bene- 
ti ted by such a wagon road would aggre
gate quite 1,000. Of these many wiil be 
shipping ore next summer, and a- wagon 
road can be constructed none too soon 
for the interests of the claim owners and 
the merchants of Rossland. Besides the 
bringing ont of ore from these claims 
the carrying in of supplies from Rose- 
land is an item that must not be over
looked.—Rossland Times.

THE NEWS FROM DAWSON.

The latest news from Dawson City 
will serve to stimulate the desire of peo
ple to get into the country. So far 
there has not been an unfavorable re
report received. This is somewhat ex
ceptional. In nearly every case, where 
a mining country has been Opened Up, 
the adverse accounts are almost as 
numerous as those that are favorable, 
but in the case of the Klondyke every
one has the same story of abundant 
gold. Nor is this true of Klondyke 
alone, f6r from every part of the Yukon 
valley, where prospectors have gone, 
come the same kind of reports. It 
seems to be a case of “ gold, gold every
where.” One may feel safe in saying 
that the only limit to the output this 
year will be the capacity of men to get 
out the gold, not the extent of the de
posits.

Under these circumstances we feel 
very certain that a long period of pros
perity is to be looked for on the basis of 
Yukon trade, and it behooves our busi
ness men to examine into the situation 
from that standpoint. The present year 
will witness a tremendous rush into the 
country and necessarily a good deal of 
outfitting. Most of the parties who go 
in will take a year’s supply of provi
sions ; but many will not, and their sup
plies must be replenished from stocks 
taken into the country by merchants. 
A very large proportion of those who 
take in a year’s supply will not come 
out for more at the end of that period, 
but will buy new stocks in the country, 
if they can get them.

We have no means of measuring the 
number of people who can get into the 
Yukon valley this year, or who will win
ter there, if they can. We do not 
like to make extravagant estimates, 
bat assuming that 50,000 people 
will get into the country and 
half of them remain there, and these 
are figures that many people will con
sider absurdly small, the amount of 
money that will be required for food, 
clothing, household utensils, machinery 
and other things will be enormous. We- 
propose to put for the purpose of the cal
culation the number of people who will 
go into the Yukon and remain there as 
equal to a resident [population of 30,000 
for one year. More^ than that many 
people will go into the country, very 
many more. Possibly less than that 
number of people will stay there for a 
full year ; bat sorely the total will reach 
the suggested average. These 30,000 
people will have to be provided with 
transportation for themselves, their 
food, their personal baggage, their ma
chinery and tools. Everything they 
need, except lumber for their houses, 
will have to be taken into the country. 
This will average over two tore to the 
man, bat put it at two tons. It will 
come to 60,000 tons. The lowest rate at 
which goods were taken from points on 
the Coast to Dawsoq City last year was 
six cents a pound. An average of ten 
cents a pound to all the points on the 
Yukon will not be excessive. Ten cents 
a pound is $200 a ton, which for 60,000 
tone comes to $12,000,000 for trans
portation alone for 30,000 people. 
Most people will think we are too 
conservative altogether to estimate on so 
small a number as 30,000. Those who 
think so can increase the amount in pro
portion to what they think will be the 
number. Others will say that the cost 
of transportation will average to all 
points more than ten cents per pound. 
An experienced miner told the Colonist 
the other day that the cost would be at 
least fifteen cents a pound, and he was 
very sure that it could not be done for 
that. At fifteen cents a pound the trans-

But Mr, Semlin has been

PRICE LISTS 
NOW READY

B. WILLIAMS & GO.,

i Kon t THE PRAIRIE PROV:
THE SEALING AWARD. Half Rates on Seed Grain—P 

forcements for Skagway 
the Trails.

Winnipeg, Jan. 5.—The C. 
previous years, will this ye 
seed grain in Manitoba and 
west Territories at one-half i 
freight rates. A circular dea 
the matter is to be issued this

Another party of 24 North we 
ed Police will leave Regina | 
for Skagway.

E. Dodge, a well-known city 
or, has assigned.

A Liberal convention for 
ma will be held at Rat Porta 
ary 31.

Through the kindness of Hon. Fred. 
Peters we are able to give oar readers 
full details of the sealing award. It will 
be observed that interest has been al
lowed in every case. We gather from 
the list that only the actual damages and 
interest upon them has been allowed, 
and the prospective damages have been 
rejected altogether.

This list seems to throw discredit upon 
the Ottawa special to the Victoria Times, 
of date December 24, in which Sir Louis 
Da vies was quoted as saying that the 
award was in a lump sum and nothing 
was said about interest.

As we view the matter, the sealers 
would appear to have good a claim upon 
their own government for compensation 
for the damages caused by their being 
driven from a legitimate occupation. It 
has been decided that they had a right 
to kill the seals, that the United States 
was bound to pay them for the actual 
loss they sustained bv reason of the 
seizures. Surely, then, some one ounbi 
to pay them what they have lost by be
ing kept from prosecuting a pursuit 
which they had a perfect right to carry 
on. Tbe decision, as far as it goes, is 
between the two governments only. The 
claim of tbe sealers upon their own gov
ernment has yet to be presented.
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AN IMPORTANT PRONOÜNI
Sir Charles Tapper to Enunciate 

servative Policy at Car be] 
To-Morrow.

Winnipeg, Jan. 5.—It is stj 
Sir Charles Tapper will, at the 
to be tendered him on Friday 
berry, enunciate the policy of J 
at the coming session of the ] 
house.

HUNGARIAN, ME ll SUPERFINE BMP ffl SPECIAL
a R. P. RITHET & CO., Victoria 

Agents.

Take You by Surprisefeels himself, however, that he has been 
a legislative failure, and no one either 
in the house or ont of it regards him as 
fitted for an administrative post.

Mr. Sword is . a gentleman of much 
more than average ability and a good 
verbal critic of legislation. He may 
possess administrative ability, bnt we 
hardly think his traning and experience 
have developed it. If we had as large 
a cabinet in British Columbia as they 
have in the other provinces, Mr. Sword 
would make a useful member, bnt it may 
be said of him as of his leader, Mr. Sem
lin, that however estimable he may be 
personally, he is not one to whom those, 
who have had the opportunity of observ
ing his public career, would turn with 
any degree of confidence as an adminis
trative officer in a period of provincial 
history that will call for the best ability 
the country can produce.

Concerning the other members of the 
opposition we need not speak particu
larly. For them all the Colonist enter
tains none bnt kindly feelings, and in 
saying that they have not exhibited such 
qualities as would be a guarantee of 
greater usefulness on the right of Mr. 
Speaker than they have displayed on" the 
other side of the house, we only say 
what every one says, and wbat it would 
be superfluous to repeat, if it were not 
that politics is a practical business and 
when people talk of a change it is im
portant to think not only of what the 
change is from, bnt what it is proposed 
to change to.

That our views upon the above points 
are not peculiar to ourselves, but are 
shared in by a large proportion of those 
who are opposed to the government, is 
evidenced by the fact that the movement 
which found expression in the New 
Westminster convention was as much a 
revolt against the local opposition lead
ers as a demonstration against the Hon. 
Mr. Turner and his colleagues.

Minister for Klondyke. 
Winnipeg, Jan. 6.—(Special) 

S. Grgnt, who has been apt 
Presbyterian minister to B 
passed through the city yesterd 
way to Vancouver. Mr. Gran] 
to Fort Selkirk if possible and o 
■congregation, Rev. Mr. Dick 
decided to remain at Skagway.

Mr. Macintosh Coming] 
Winnipeg, Jan. 6.—(Sped 

•Lieut.-Governor Macintosh le 
to-day with bis family for 
where they will reside in fatad

Belgian Prince Coming] 
London, Jan. 6.—The Brass] 

pondent of the Daily Chronicle 
the nephew of King Leopold, ol 
Prinç» Albert Leopole, the 
snmptive to the Belgian th] 
make a long tour of the Unit] 
and Canada.
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We do it every time with our PRICES 
and QUALITY, they have surprised 
others, so they will surprise yon. Give 
us a trial...........................

$-4>• *I
BY WAY OF VARIETY. ,»/ <hi A correspondent writes from Seattle 

asking the Colonist to oppose the pro
posed scheme of an individual to get a 
cinch on the route around Lake Linder- 
man and charge a fee of $2 on all people 
crossing it. Our esteemed friend need 
not fear. There will be no cinch game 
up in those latitudes. Neither the Pro
vincial nor the Dominion governments 
will allow it. We are speaking “ by the 
book.”

A lot of more or less amiable New 
Yorkers have formed an anti-British 
society. There is probably nothing so 
childish or so blind as the average ignor
ant United States politician, and they 
are in the majority, that is so far as 
newspaper notoriety is concerned. If it 
were not that the majority of the people 
have fairly good sense, those crazy lead
ers of public opinion would have ship
wrecked the nation long ago.

Kind Sympathy.—The Fierce One—I do 
wish tbe Lord had made me a man. The 
Gentle One—Perhaps He has. Amelia, dear, 
bnt yon haven’t been able to find him yet. 
—Cincinnati Enquirer.

Her Youth.—Judge—Witness, you are 40 
years of age ? Female Witness—Yes, alas ! 
One gets older every day. And yet I was 
young once [heaving a sigh]. Ah, your 
lordship would hardly believe how young 
I was.—London Tit-Bits.

II New Jams, 5-lb. pails, 50c. 
Snow Flake Flour, $1.80 Sx 
3 Star Flour,
Hudson Bay

/
The Times makes an attack upon 

“the Dunsmuir family.” We submit 
that this is running politics pretty well 
down into the ground. It is interesting 
to know that in the opinion of Senator 
Templeman’s paper the Dominion and 
provincial governments which secured 
the building of the E. & N. railway were 
blockheads and dunderheads. These are 
new epithets to apply to Sir John Mac
donald, the Marquis of Lome, and Pre
mier Smythe. Where would the Times 
class Alexander Mackenzie for his 
proposition in regard to this railway? 
There is no reason why the Colonist 
should undertake the defence of 
the policy, which led to the building 
of this railway. That has been made 
over and over again. The policy was 
ratified by the people and has never 
been successfully attacked. If a defence 
were necessary, it could easily be made.

.
$1.40 Sx

Hungarian, $1.50 Sx:I Why He Hesitated.—” I am thinking of 
tendering iny resignation,” remarked one 
official. “ I envy you,” was the reply. “ I 
wish I dared.” “ Why ? It’s a free coun
try.” “Yes; but mine would as likely as 
not be accepted.”—Washington Star.

Unlucky Thirteen.—” Thirteen is an un
lucky number in all cases,” said Jarley. 
“l don’t know,” said Butler. “I’d rather 
have $13 than $12.” “I wouldn’t,” said 
Jarley. ” If I had $12 I’d spend only $12; 
but if I had $13 I’d spend $13.”—Harlem

§ dixi i m ASSERTION AND DEN!
1111 Manitoba and Ontario Ministers I 

Interested in Peculiar Rail] 
Promotion.\

Life.
Toronto, Jan. 5.—Nothing 

here about the report that 
Greenway has abandoned hi 
railway scheme. It was repo 
Winnipeg that the minister h] 
conference with the Ontario gd 
about the construction of a l] 
allel the Canadian Pacific to 
perior, part of it running th] 
S ta tee. A leading member on 
eminent here denies the truth] 
port. He says the Ontario gd 
has not discussed such a ached

A Profitable Guess.—Stranger—I want a 
room as low down as yon can spare. Clerk 
—Give yon No. 976, top story. Besticando- 
foryonsir. Stranger—I want to be low 
down, so as to be handy to the bar-room. 
Clerk—Front I Show the gentleman to par
lor C.—New York Weekly.

A Heartless Parent.—Said Miss Susie 
Sillygirl to her mother at the breakfast 
table • “ Mamma, you are getting meaner 
and meaner every day.” “ What have I 
done now?” ” What have you done? 
Didn’t I dream last night that yon went to 
the matinee and didn’t take me with you?” 
—New York World.

LEA AND PERRINft- •' The San Francisco Examiner thinks 
that Great Britain is decaying. It would 
be a sorrowful thing for the United 
States if this were true. In such a case 
the republic would stand alone among 
the nations, hated by all and an easy 
prey to its enemies. Bnt it is not true. 
There never was a time since history 
was written when it was less true than 
now.

OBSERVt THAT THE 
SIGNATURE

The wages of the 20,000 cotton mill 
operatives in the State of Maine have 
been reduced. This seems to give color 
to the recent statement of a prominent 
New York minister to the effect that the 
day of prosperity for the United States 
has passed never to return. In many 
conspicuous quarters such an idea is en
tertained. Can it be that the greatest 
historic experiment in popular govern
ment ever tried is to be a failure? There 
have been those who prophesied its fail
ure from the beginning ; as there are 
those who claim that all that has pre
vented disaster hitherto was the exist
ence of a great domain where any man 
could become a landlord.

Verifiers.—“ Lemme see,” asked the
to knowboarder who is always wanting 

things of no use, “ what is it they call 
those red, green and blue lights that a 
skyrocket throws off?” “ Verifiers,” said 
the Cheerful Idiot. “Really?” asked tbe 
inquisitive boarder. “ Yes. They give 
color to the report.”—Indianapolis Journal.

Almost Beyond Belief.—“ Tender-heart
ed?” said one who knew him. ” Very 
much so. Upon my word, he would not 
even hart a baseball umpire.”

Wheeler—What kept yon so long? I've 
been waiting two hours.

Val Vleak—I got a puncture and stopped 
to repair it with my quick-repair kit.

“ No, Molly,” 
won’t send Joh
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Commissioners Easy Determinii 
Between Manitoba and On

Toronto, Jan. 5.—The com 
on the deli mita tion of the bo 
tween Manitoba and Ontario 
returned from a three monthi 
the new boundary line. T 
traversed is a sixty mile streti 
the north end of Lake of the 
the Winnipeg river. The com 
marked out a sixtv mile road, 
from the Lake of the Woods 
stones.

I
We think we will have to ask our cor

respondents to excuse us from printing 
any more letters about “ boys.” The 
subject is as exhpustless as the sea, and 
if we do not draw the line now we may 
find it necessary to give the whole paper 
np to the discussion. Therefore, as it is 
impossible to publish all that has been 
sent in on the subject, and equally im
possible to justly decide what shall be 
printed and what consigned to the waste 
basket, we will lump them all together 
and mark them unavailable.

■

Y

•VCONSUL SMITH’S REPORT.

The Colonist can endorse every word 
of what Senator Macdonald says in his 
letter about Consul Smith’s December 
report to his government. The consul 
states the position of Victoria in the 
fairest possible manner. Victoria he 
describes as “ naturally the gateway of 
the Northwest.” We print the report 
in to-day’s issue.

said the old man, “ I 
n ter school. I’ve got a 

better scheme than that fer him. I’m 
goin’ ter take the schoolbook money an’ 
start him in business ! ”

Mr. Briggs—“Tom Rider handed me 
some tickets for the circus. It’ll be an 
awful bore, but I suppose on Johnny’s ac
count we ought to go. He’ll be pleased.”

Mrs. Briggs—” Why, there are only two 
here !”

.
k'k • SAUCE. Weyler Making Troub

Madrid, Jan. 6.—It is the i 
lief that the decision not to 
General Weyler will lead to t 
tion of the minister of wa
Correa.

The Kansas City Times says that the 
United States government is running 
behind at the rate of $168,000,000 a year. 
This is probably an exaggeration, al
though there is no doubt that the Ding- 
ley tariff is proving a failure as a revenue- 
producer.

«
t1’

i •
i■

k\8
A Klondyke letter speaks of candles 

selling there at $200 a box. Why don’t 
they use gas?

Mr. Briggs—” Well, then, that’s all he 
gave us. Ump! Johnny’ll have to stay at 
home, then. Too bad !”

The sensible man never coi 
he breaks his leg he is always tt 
'it isn’t his neck.

Agents—J. M. Douglas & Co and Urquhart & Co., Montreal.
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