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The 0ld Marquis

The Girl of the Cloisters

CHAPTER XXX,

“Yes?” he said, coming and standiag
beside -her, his hands clasped behind
his back, his keen eyes resting on her
watc‘hfully.

“What have I done—how offended
vou? For I see that you are angry
with ma”

“Your discernment is at fault; I am
.ot angry with you, as you term it,”
was the cold retort. “We are angry
only with those we respect or—es-
teem. I have neither respect nor es-
teem for you, Mr. Revel.”

He was silent for a moment—his
acute brain was at work. What had
happened to rouse her like this?

“Go on, please. Remember that my
love is long-suffering and patient. I
warn you that you can not try or test
it, however severely, without dis-
covering that it is steadfast and un-
yielding.”

“Your love!” she
forward for a moment, then sinking
back. “Do not the
Love can not exist in the heart of a

echoed, leaning

profane word.

traitor.” '

His face paled and his lips twitched.

“Do not call me that,” he said, in a
low, still voice. “If I am a traitor, 1
have not betrayed you—"

“Yes! yes! a thousand times, yes!”
she exclaimed; then she restrained
herself. “Mr. Revel—"

“Why not call me Clifford; you will
do so presently,” he said, gently, with
incisive conviction.

“Never!” she retorted, with a pant.
“Never! Listen to me, and as this is
the last time you will have the op-
portunity, listen attentively. Some
time since you made me an offer of
your hand—”

“My heart was already yours,”
narmured.

She smiled scornfully.

—*Of your hand. You appealed not
to my heart, but to my ambition, and
knowing you for what you are, an un-
scrupulous adventurer and schemer,
1—I accepted on one condition; that
vou should be the Marquis of Farin-
tosh.”

“Ti’ue," he said, quietly.
was content.”

“1 .am glad, for your sake,”  she
said, with bitter irony, “that the con-
dition satisfied you; you will be all
the more ready to admit that you
have no claim upon my consideration,
becauge that condition can never be
fulfilled.”

“Why not?” he asked, quite ca.lmly,

he

“And I
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looking down ut‘nor’wuh his keen,
watchtul eyes.

'nmun—-" _she began. 'I‘hen* she
paused, and leaning forward, fixed
her dark, magnificent eyes upon him.
“Because I have seen Lord Fane, who
stands between you and the title you
offered me!” ¢

“Yes? he said, still quite calmly.

."Yn!" sarcastically. “And the girl
he loves, Lela Temple!”

“Yes,” he repeated as calmly as
before.

She smiled with fierce scora.

“And I know what you have hidden
from me, what, like a coward and &
cheat, you have kept secret.”

“What is this you know?’ he ask-
ed, his eyes fixed on hers.

“] know that they are married!”
she hissed.

He looked at her in
strange light in his eyes.

She waited a second, then she
laughed with a scorn that should
have cut him to the quick.

“They are marri;d, and you knew
it. You betrayed me—and yourself!
Into the air go all your hystérical
boasts and vaunts. You have no
chance of becoming the marquis, or
the heir to the marquisate, so I cast
you off!” .
Still he remained silent.

“You must feel small and mean,”
she went on, fiercely, torturing her-
gelf while she thought she ‘was tor-
turing him—“you, who made so sure
of reaching your ambition; you, who
thought it so easy to make a tool and
dupe of the man who stood between
you and all your desire, all you would
have purchased me with! You are
the tool and dupe; you have been
beaten by the man you sought to
cheat! I will have no tool or dupe
for a hushand! I recall—no, I abide
by my promise—and I cast you off
now and forever!” and, with a gesture
of infinite secorn, she threw out her
splendid arms as if she were discard-
ing some worthless, hateful object.
He stood pale, white to the lips.
Her scorn cut him to the heart. With
ail his bageness, he loved her as pas-

silence, @

might have -done, and her words cut
into his soul.

“Well?” she demanded.
have you to say? Nothing?
lieve me of your presence.
you stand there?”

“Because I am thinking,” he "said,
calmly, his voice low but clear as
the ring of silver on stone.

“What

and the evil of the knowledge which
your scorn almost goads me to give
you. Edith—"

“Not that name, please—Miss Dray-
ton—Mr. Revel.”

bad not spokenm, “I asked you to trust
we. 1 ask you still.
sake, trust me.
speak. I can clear away the mist
that seems so impenetrable to you,
but I would rather not do so. For
your seke I would wish that in the
future you might be able to say to
your heart, ‘I knew nothing of this.
With him, and him alone’—meaning
myself—'rests this thidg’ Do not
force me to tell you, Edith. Trust |
me, only trust me to the end.”

has come,” she said, icily.
Edgar’s marriage you are vanquish- !
ed; acknowledge that you are beat- |
en, and leave me; I will never see
you again after to-night.”

“pdith, do not force me to explain.
Though appearances seem against my
success, do not believe them. Put
faith in me,” he said, with deep
earnestness.

“Lord Edgar is married. You stand
1o chance of being the marquis. I
promised to marry the Marquis of
Farintosh, not Mr. Clifford Revel. Go,
please!”

“Good,” he said; “then 1 take it
that you insist upon my speaking.
Remember—remember after I have
spoken, that I would fain have kept
this from you, that I would gladly |
have spared your innocence—I bid
you remember this, Edith.”

“I care nothing for your heroics;
the fact is emough. Lord Edgar and
Lela Temple dre married.”

He drew pearer, so near that his
breath stirred her hair.

“No,” he whigpered, “Lord Edgar
and Lela Temple are not married.”

She mmd‘, then she laughed scorn-

¥ ully,

“You !orntth&tlnw thon to-
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Something in his tone rather than
his words startled her.

She sat upright and looked at him.
Her heart gave a great leap. Her
soul seemed struggling from the dark-
ness of despair into the realms of
wild hope.

“Not—married!” she echoed.

“No,” he whispered.

“But”—she murmured, faintly.

He smiled.

“They are not married. Do you

sionately, as truly, as a better man

, ceremony,
Then re-

Why do ! make them man and wife?
' marquisate, between you and me?
; No!
“Because '
1 am weighing in my mind- the good ‘
z_him and her,
: No!

“Rdith,” he.said, calmly, as if she

For your OWD | g..y a long breath,
De not force me to!

{love above wealth and station and
“So far as I am concerned, the end’
“By Lord

wish me to explain? I will do so.
Remember, you forced me! There
sre false marriages and true, legal
marriages and illegal, This marriage
of Edgar and Lela’s took place in ais
rooms, and all the formalities were
left to my arranging; all left to me.
Ah! you see?” for she had turnedy
ghastly white, and ‘had sunk back in
her chair with a shudder.

“All left tome! I arranged their
meeting, the hour of the marriage
found the clergyman.
Do you think that I would
Build up
the

What!
a barrier between myself and

I bribed a penniless wretch to
play the part of parson, and so re-
duced the ceremony, which satisfied
to an elaborate farce!
There is no Lady Fane! And
Lord Edgar and Lela Temple are not
married!”

For a full moment she was sileat.
She leaned back in the chair motion-
lifeless, then she
and the word
“hideous!” passed her white lips.

He smiled.

“Hideous? ¥Yes, it would have been
hideous for me if a real marriage had
taken place. Hideous, too hideous!
For it would have wrecked my whole
life, have destroyed my only chance
of happiness in this world! And who
am I that I should do that? I am not
an angel, huf a man! I prize your

less, apparently

honor. I would sacrifice myself for it
\ without a murmur; why should I not
' sacrifice them? I have  done it. All
: innocently they think that they are
man and wife, while you and I know

them to be—" !
“Stop!” she gasped.
19

are you man or devil!

“Whichever you choose to make
me!” he retorted, fiercely. “I told

“Qh, Heaven!

you that nothing should stop e,
nothing should come between you and
me. There is no crime that I would '
not commit to make you mine. I—I;
|alono have planned this and brought|
' it to a successful conclusion. I would
have hidden it from you until the time
cume when you must have known,

Lut you forced my hand. You know
! the truth now. What will you do?” _

l * What should she do? That was the'
question.
sion he never guessed at or comjec-
| tured, she lay back in the chair pros-
trate. Horror at his crime and its .
victims contanded in her bosom with
an awful gladmss at the thought that
Lord Bdger was still unmarried—still
within her reach. She loathed the sin
and the crime,_ yet clung to the con-
soquﬂceu. ol

Storm-beaten, by a pas- ¢
' of: leading Manufacturers, Merchants,
lete., in the principal Provincial Towns

which ho had oamod to rxda. und
’_lhudderod j

—"Hex may die, and ;l;en what will
‘there be between me and the mar-|

qaisate? Ah, Edith, look at me! Do
not turn from me! For your sake I
have done this—for your sake I would
wade through any mire of sin and
crime! Think—think for one mo-
ment, and recall, if you can, any man
who would, who has done more for
you'than I have, or would do!”
~In-his intense emotion he knelt at
her .feet as abject a slave, for all his
intellect and genius, as the lad Lord
Claxtone.

With a deep sigh, she extended her
hand,

“So_be it,” she said. “You have
proved your sincerity. They are not
married? You will swear that?”

“I will swear it,” he said. “I tell
you the ceremony was a mere mock-
ery. The clergyman was my hired
tool. There is at present nothing hLe-
twéen you and the marquisate but
Lord Edgar, and he—"

He smiled.

“And he,” sMe said, faintly, “he
rides Assassin for the Badmore race.”

-

CHAPTER XXXI.
IN SWEET CONTENT.

“AND is this as good as The Moor-
hen?’ asked Lord Edgar, bending
over her and taking a morning kiss,
as she sat at the breakfast-table in
the Albany rooms. Fresh and beanti-
ful she looked as a daisy, in her morn-
ing robe of pale sateen, the faint
bloom of health on her cheeks, the
light of happiness in her eyes. “Is it
as good, or do you miss the river and
the woods, my darling? Do you pine
for the cackling of the hens and the
crowing of that tremendous old cock
who used to perch oti the stable-gate
and yell by the hour together? Are
you quite as happy? If not—"

“If not, what?” she demanded, put-
ting up her white, soft hands and
drawing his face down to hers. “If
not, you would go thek to Pangley,
or to anywhere else on the face of the
globe,. I suppose, sir?”

“Certainly,” he said,
“anywhere to keep that smile on’ those
lips of mine—by which &p\ean yours—
anything or anywhere, 50’ that you are
happy, Lela!”

“Then there is no need to go back
to Pangley,” she said, “for I am just
as happy here; I don’t know that I
I fell in love with

decisively;

am not happier.
these rooms directly I saw them,’
and she looked around; “and do you
know what I thought, sir?”

“No; something tremendously worth
knowing, I'll be bound,” he said, tak-
ing his cup of coffee and seating him-
sclf with an air of perfect content-
ment and lazy enjoyment. “What was
it?”

“Why, that they were miles
good for a bachelor; they are
pretty, milées—there! I've said that
twice! What would grandpapa say if
he heard it? I don’t know how it is,
but I seem to have caught all your
slang words, Edgar,” with a smiling
gravity of reproach. “It is a Dpity
you have not taught me something
But as to that, I have quite
degenerated! I have done absolutely
nothing in the shape of work since—
we were married! But I mean to De-
gin to-day. I am going to dust the
room. I want you to buy me a little
feather-brush such as I used to have
at the Cloisters.”

(To be Continued.)
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Wall, Miss Katie, card, Gowgr St
Walsh, George, Water St.,
clo John Skinnet
Warren, Miss Maggie, Joy Place
Walsh, M. 4
‘Warner, Thomas J. |
‘Walsh, Miss, Water St. L)
Wall, Mrs. T., Waldegrave St °
‘Walsh, John, 16 St. f
Waddleton, Miss Bride, Bond St
‘Walsh, Mrs C., Springdale St.
‘Western, L., cIo Gen. Delivery
Wells, A. T., c/o Mrs. Dawson,
King's B. Road
‘Wheeler, Mrs. Wm., Water St.
Wells, Minnie, clo Henry wills
Wills, Wm. H.
Warrell, Miss Elizabeth, 5 — St
‘White, Mrs., Gen Delivery
Winsor, Ford, clo Gen. Delivery
Williams, Miss Mlll‘e Gower St
Wilson, F. R.
‘Walsh, Mrs. John H. William St
Worthman, Miss Lillian
Walbourne, Miss H., Lime St 4
Winifield, B., Water St. v
¥ 2
Young, Mrs. P., Water St. '
Young, Miss G., James St. <
Young, n, card,
ung: Bemamin, AT atortord B

Young, John T.
._—4

oo e

e

J. ALEX ROBINSON, Postmaster General-

~ Business

That is where we shine.

Good Goods well made, mod-
erately priced, and honest effo
made to deliver on time,

tlements of all

 facturing o
 foundland backs up
for Superior Service.

1he First Principle of Modern
is SERVIGE. |

accounting and satisfactory l*‘“"
chlms. <

COA \L!
Bé;tn gydney
~ COAL

- You will find, as others
found our quality, the most
isfactory in town.

have
utf

,Phone 876, or call at 10 Q“’;“'

\

Ve

Wilful M
In

Germany Will N
Bolsheviksont
Considers Blocl
--- Irish Agitata

TO MEET JUNE 12th. !

BERLIN, June 6. |

The German National Assembly has
peen called to meet in Weimar on
Yhursday, June 12. |

FINISHING UP. l

PARIS, June 7.
important com-

Virtually all the
Dissions connected with the Peace
Conference were in session to-day.
This activity was due to directions
jssued yesterday by the conference f§
leaders that work snould be settled |
up. The Council of Four continued
the consideration of German counter

proposals.

RHINISH REPUBLIC.

COLOGNE, June 6.

Dorten, President of the new Rhin- ;
ish Republic, has telegraphed the §
‘commander of the British forces of
occupation, announcing the formation
of a republic and repudiating any de
sire to evade a “just share in repara-
Hion of war damages.” He appeals to
the Entente Powers to protect the
new  State against “inevitable Tre-
venge from Prussian militarism.”

AFTER IT’S SIGNED.

PARIS,
American delegates to the Peace
Conference are apparently firm in
their decision not to authorize the
publication of the German peace
treaty until it is signed, and not even
o communicate the official text 1n
its present form to the United States
Senate.

June 7.

NORWAY REPLJES.

CHRISTIANTA, Jupe s

The Norwegian Goverrment in re-
plying to the note from the Totente
Powers concerning the resumption of
the biockade against Germany In
¢ase ‘there ghouid pe = renewal of,
bostilities. submitted suggestions !0
the Entente having as their object ibe

making of such a step uuenecssary.

US. SOIDILRS 'WITHDRAWY.‘!'G.

ARCHANGETL, Juze &

Aecording o revised asracgement
Al American forses <l ve Wilh
drawe from ¢hs North Russian {

and wil) pe reacéy for sailing the
of June.

ST N
REFORT WANY MURDERS.

r

PARIS, Jone o.

Within the last few months
least ten citizens have beey Kkilled in
Ireland by soldiers or constables un

af

P e

Ulss Informatlon.




