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ALF IN RUINS

Scenes Indescribable !

housands Homeless !

BN

FOR ACTING PREMIER.
HALIFAX, December 7.

In answer to your enguiry, the Vice-President and
General Manager of the Commercial Cable Company send
the following and quote only meagre reports of the Hali-
fax disaster received. The newspapers say that thous-
ands of tons of munitions on the French steamship “Mont
Blanc” exploded in the harbor at 9 a.m. yesterday as a re-
sult of a collision with the Belgian relief ship “Imo.” A
conservative estimate is, eight hundred killed, thousands
injured, millions of dollars of property destroyed and dam-
aged in the northern part of Halifax, known as Rich-
mond. Many fires. The situation is reported under con-
trol’ The collision occurred in the Narrows leading from
the harbor into Bedford Basin. The greatest loss of life
is in the Richmond district. There is much suffering
among the homeless. The temperature is below freezing.
The telegraph and telephone wires were all down for
hours. Emergency communication is now restored. Sup-
plies are being rushed from the neighboring cities to re-
lieye the situation. There are no details of specific losses.
The cable ship Mackay-Bennett is undamaged but one of
her erew was injured. Have not heard of any loss of other
vessels. i

= (Sgd.) H. D. WINDELER, Supt.

A private message received in the city this afternoon
stat.gs that the scenes in Halifax are indescribable and
that half of the city is in ruins. We trust that this state-
ment is exaggerated.
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e Would not you be interested to know there is a LAXATIVE
I P‘f()XD ;_Ll:‘b‘P FRUITS” perfect in its results, and composed only
of Arabian FRUITS AND LEAVES, DEVOID of g
e el of all DRUGS and

It is most attractive to the taste;
really a confection; - guaranteed
under SERIAL No. 59062 OF THE
PURE FOOD LAWS, and endorsed
by prominent physicians and lay-

@ men.

Equally EFFICACIOUS an d
HARMLESS to child or adult.
NATURE'S ANSWER to the com-
plex question of CONSTIPATION
and SLUGGISHNESS OF THE IN-

o TESTINAL TRACT.

“Its Consumer Is Its Reference.”
Seventy Cents the Half Pound.

© LIS & 00, Lid, i

””” DISTRIBUTORS,

MNENTHL

| A big word in war time. Don’t waste
-money on useless trifles. Buy that Piano,
“the enduring gift, trom

' CHARLES: HUTTON,
~Who has the largest stock of High-Class’
Pianos in the trade. . '
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| Official News. l

(Official . A&mlralty Press News, by
Courtesy of Major Abraham, Gen-
eral Staff Officer). !

LONDON, Dec. 6. - |
On the night of the 4th our troops
holding our positions in the neighbor-
hood of Noyelles Sur I’Escaut and
Bourlon Wood were withdrawn to a
position southwest of these localities;
the withdrawal was carried out suc-
cessfully without interference from
the enemy who; until a late hour yes-
terday, appeared to be unaware of the
movement. Prior to the withdrawal
the enemy’s field works in the aband-
oned area were systematically de-
stroyed.

Home forces to-day state a raid by
about 25 enemy aeroplanes took
place early this morning. The first
group crossed the Kentish coast where
they dropped bombs.:
group proceeded up the Thames some
distance in Kent. The object of both
groups appeared to be to draw gun-
fire and exhaust the =defences, as it
was not till later that the most seri-
ous attack developed. About 4 a.m.
two groups crossed the Essex coast
and three groups the Kent coast, pro-
ceeding to London on converging
courses. The tactical plan seems to
have been to deliver five simultaneous
attacks from N. E. by E. and S. W.
The whole of one group was turned
back by gunfire and not more than
five or six machines penetrated Lon-
don. One or two explosive and a large
number of incendiary bombs were
dropped in various districts. Two
raiders were brought down and in
each case the entire crew of men were
captured. A number of fires occurred
but were soon put under control. The
casualties were seven ' killed and
twenty-two injured. All of our ma-
chines landed safely.

Local fighting has taken place in
the neighborhood of La Vacquerie,
without any change of situation. In
the area south of Bourlon Wood minor
hostile attacks were repulsed with
heavy loss to the enemy from the fire
of our artillery and infantry. Hostile
artillery has been active at a number
of points south of the Scarpe and also
in the neighborhood of Armentieres,

On the 5th inst. there .was great
activity in the air on both sides. Our
aeroplanes carried out a great deal of
work with our artillery as well as
several long distance reconnaisances
and took many photographs of enemy’s
back areas. By day bombs were drop-
ped and many rounds fired from ma-
chine guns on various ground tar-
gets. During the night of the 5th
and 6th inst., Gontrode areodrome
was successfully bombed and two di-
rect hits were obtained with heavy
bombs on enemy aeroplane sheds.
Other bombs burst among buildings
around the aerodrome. In addition,
bombs were also dropped on St. Den-
is western aerodrome and the Douai
railway station. Fighting took place
yesterday.. Throughout the day four
hostile machines were ‘brought down
out of control. One German machine
was shot down in our lines by anti-
aircraft gunfire. Five of our aero-
planes are missing. To-day another
successful raid was carried out by
our aeroplanes into Germany. All
machines returned safely, but no fur-
ther details have yet been received.

Rome, Dec. 6.—On the Asiago Plat-
eau yesterday the battle was renewed
with violence. Fighting was contin-
ued fiercely the whole day ffom
Lopes, south of Mount Castel Gom-
bereo, to the Foza Spur.

SHIPPING FIGURES.
LONDON, To-day.

Shipping arrivals, 2,174; sailings,
2,133. British merchantships over 1,-
600 tons sunk by mine or submarine,
16; under 1,600 tons, one; fishing
craft 4. British vessels unsuccess-
fully attacked, including one previ-
ously, eight.

Make your Xmas Greeting 2
personal one. Your Photograph
will add individuality to your
message of thoughtfulness and
good-will. J. C. PARSONS, Bank
of Montreal Building.—nov17,tf

“Till He Come”

“Till He Come”—O! let the words
Linger on the trembling chords;
Let the little while between

In their golden light be seen;
Let us think how heaven and home
Lie beyond that—*“Till He Come.”

When the weary ones we love
Enter on their rest above,

Seems the earth so poor and vast,
All our life-joy over-cast?

Hush, be every murmur dumb,

It is only—“Till He Come.”

Clouds and conflicts round us press;
Would he have one sorrow less?

{All the sharpness of the cross,

All that tells the world is loss,
Death and darkness, and the tomb,

, Only whisper—“Till He come.”

See, the feast of love is spread,

Drink the wine and break the bread;
Sweet- memorials—till the Lord
Calls us round His heavenly board;
Soon from earth, from glory some
Bevered only—*Till He come.”

FREE! FREE! FREE!

For one week only, beautiful
Art Picture given away with
our Special 89c. Men’s Negligee
Shirts. Regular value $1.20.

7| See our window.

THE WEST END BAZAAR,
dec7,2i 51 Water St. West.

INFECTIOUS ~ DISEASE. — Five)
cases of infectious disease were re-
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The second |
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If the Allied Governments have
knowledge that the Bolsheviki dicta-
torship at Petrograd is in secret wire-
less communication with Berlin, no
time should be lost. in outlawing that
desperate group of international mis-
chief makers. At the same time that
they have entered into this hostile
connection, Lenine and Trotsky have
been publishing the secret correspon
dence of the iate Russian Government
Revolutionady
Government—with Great Britain and
France, and have been doing this in
a manner to aid the Germans. These
!men are incidentally inspired by
1hatred of the Government and insti-
tutfon of the United States, which they
regard as “capitalistic.” = Their hatred
!of England and her institutions i3
| quite as keen. But though they are
willing to betray the Allies of Russia
because of what they regard as the
taint of capitalism, they favor . the
Government of Germany, though that
Government is scarcely less autocra-
tic than that of the Czar which they
have overthrown, and though there is
no country in the world organized on
a more distinctly capitalistic basis
than Germany. There must be a pow-
erful reason for this treasonable in-
consistency, and undoubtedly that
reason will fully appear when the full
history of the Lenine and Trotsky
machinations is known.

It looks, perhaps, like a perilous
experiment for the Allies to withdraw
their official representatives from Rus-
sia, and to leave that country wholly
to its fate of civil war and exploit-
ation by the Germans. What may be
immediately involved in such a case
may be inferred from the complacent
official record from -Petrograd to-day
that “south of Lake Narocz fraterniza-
tions were observed” between the Ger-
man and Russian soldiers. It sug-
gests actual assistance by the Bol-
sheviki Government to the Germans.
It suggests the Odessa grain ware-
houses adding their supplies of wheat
to the German store. The danger has
undoubtedly been considered by the
Allied Governments. But there is an-
other side to the picture. The sever-
ance of all relations between the west-
ern world and Russia may well have
the effect to magke the Russian people
think that what they are,doing in per-
mitting the rule of these mischief-
makers to go on. The consequences
of Russia turning her back upon the
western world would be appalling.

Civil war would soon prevail over
the whole country. Every portion of
the country would declare its inde-
pendence of every other portion. Rail-
road communication would be at end,
and famine and its attendant ravage
and rapine would prevail. Even the
Bolsheviki would lose their grip in
the general debacle of civilization. Is
it possible that this is a thing that the
people of Russia, even the ignorant
soldiers, really dcsire? Would they
not in fact welcome any voice of au-
thority and resolution which would
bid them pause in their plunge into
public and private ruin?

There are alrcady signs that the
abandonment of Russia by the Allies’
representatives, following the virtual
delivery of the country to the Ger-
mans by Lcnine will operate as a
stimulant to Russia’s sober second
thought. It may be observed that the
Reds have thrown the Grand Duke
Michael into prison, evidently in an-
ticipation of another counter-move-
ment. But if the people really are
ready for
Grand Duke Michael will not ‘be nec-
cessary to it. The leader will be
found.—Boston Transcript.

Here and There.

Staﬂ'or.d’s Liniment cures
R_heu‘matlsm, Lumbago, Neural-
gia and all Aches and Pains.

POLICE COURT.—Only civil busi-
ness was discussed in court to-day.
One case for debt was disputed. The
defendant, who was summoned by a
Water Street concern, won.

Most things can be anybody’s
Gift. Your Portrait is distinct-
ively, exclusively, yours. J. C.
PARSONS, Bank of Montreal
Building.—~nov17,tf

EXPRESS PASSENGERS—The fol-
lowing passengers are on the incom-
ing express: Dr. W, E. Bennett, H.
Crawford, G. Tibbo, ‘Mrs. M. Riggs,
J. Snow, Miss Grant, Miss E. Tibbo.

dly make your appoint-
ments as early as possible and
help avoid our usual Xmas rush.
J. C. PARSONS, Bank of Mon-
treal Building.—nov17,tf

Every Saturday evening after
7 o’clock, Choice Ends‘of Beef,
Mutton, Lamb, Pork will be sold
at cost. ELLIS & CO., LTD.,
203 Water Street.—nov29,tf
All one price—20 cts.—for
any article on Christmas Tree in

a counter-movement, the
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AMERICAN COATS

for Women,

Just Opened. |

mings, etc.

want to buy or not.

there are

CHILDREN’S RED

INFANTS’ CREAM

and belted back

belted backs; to
$12.00.

herself without delay.
ing should prove of more than ordinary interest.
been our pleasure to offer such a splendid collection.

CHILDREN’S SERGE COATS .. ..
CHILDREN’S VELVET COATS .. .. ..
INFANTS’ PELLISES, of Cream Ripple Ei

e s s s

We are now showing an impressive array of beautiful Coats ;for .
Women. They are all exquisite styles from New York designers, showing
the very newest large fur collars, belted backs, patch pockets, plush trim-

You never saw such Values, Styles and
Up-to-Date Materials.

We cordially invite you to come and look them over, whether you

Prices Range from $18.00 to $36.00.

=

This line of Coats is particularly inviting, and besides these

NEW ARRIVALS IN
Children’s & Infants’
COATS

that are extraordinary.

~ A magnificent array in which every prudent mother should interest
With Christmas only a few weeks off - this show-

These are practically all marked at a .
Much-Below-the-Regular-Price,
owing to their late arrival.

PLUBH COATS .. .. . .,
L e

MISSES’ BLANKET CLOTH and HEAVY SERG
Green, Grey, Brown, Navy and Mixed Colors, with large collar and

fit from 4-to 18 years.

derdown,
$2.20, $2.75, $3.50, $4.25 & $4.75
INFANTS’ CREAM WALKING COATS .. .. ..

BEAR COATS. .. .. ..:0 o
CHILDREN'’S CORDED VELVET COATS .. .. 5
BOYS’ BLUE NAP COATS, to fit 2 to 6 years, witlf brass buttons

Prices range from $9.50 to

wie . =~

In faet it has never

5, $4.50, $6.25 & $8.75
A

.. $2.20, $2.50 & $2.75
Sript R T
RS

..$2.00, $4.25 & $6.50
E COATS — In Red,.

=S
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Food Economy.

Food Control Board to Call big Meet-
ing.

In view of the seriousness of the

general food situation, and in order

to bring home to the people of this

country the necessity of practical ac-

foundland at the Casing’ Theatre on
Wednesday night/ nex{” We under-

thods decided fipon of a system of
onomy throughout the

lished in due course.

- N. I. W. A.—The Newfound-
land Industrial Workers’ Associ-
ation will meet on Friday, Dec.
7th, at 8 p.m., in the L. S. P. U.
Hall, Victoria St. Business:
ggnuﬁon of C::mittée to gb
signatures to petitions for
abour Legislation. A full at-

Queer Uses for
Aeroplanes.

The aviator is constantly finding !
new lines of activity for his skill and '

courage. In South America the a.ero»I
plane has been used with great suc-!
cess in surveying remote areas, where;
its speed readily outclasses the labori-
ous chainmaq._ An ‘enterprising mln-'
ing company in Mexico is about’ to
utilize aeroplanes for carrying oresI
under .unique conditions. The ore is,=
mined at an altitude of some "10.000
feet and carried to the valley blow
by pack-mules. The mules carry only
small loads, two-thirds of which con-

sist of fodder and provisions. Several

J. | the great San’

days’ are required to wind down the
tortuous path on the mountain’s sides.
The ‘aeroplanes can volplane to the
valley in a few minutes, and have no
trouble with :their loads in reaching
the 10,000 ft. altitude.

The herds of cattle which graze -

lexico once required

| widely scattered herds
| saving of time and money. A great

with great

future is prophesied for the aero-coy-
puncher.

‘ The first aerial lineman started on
his unique round of duties more than
three years ago. ~An experienced air-
man, Robert G. Fowler, was engaged
by a power company in Sacramento,
California, to carry an expert once a
week to inspect two divisions of wire
lines some sixty-eight miles in length.
The wires are strung over several
valleys, the deltas of the Sacramento
.and San Joaquin rivers, and into the
Contra Costa range .of mountains,
where their elevation is at times 2,-
000 ft. A large force of men had pre-
viously been required to patrol the
lines, looking for broken insulators,
fallen wires, and other damages. The
work was done much better by a sir-
gle aerial lineman. It was found that
a brokepn insulator could be discover-
ed while flying at amn altitude of 1,-
000 ft.—Tit-Bits.. -

Stafford’s Prescription “A”—

Cure for- diseases of the Stom-

*
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ARE NOW

These Calendars a:
Year’s Gifts. You on
these Mounts to have
have ounly a limited 1
the following prices:

21 x 31 —12¢. each.
3% x 5%

TOOTON-

Representative of THH
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Look Us U

Satur
At th

A very comfo
some

Overca

To-morrow, Satu
offer a very fine
Men’s and Boys’ O
purchased in the
market previous td
vance. They are n
good heavy mater
stantially lined, da
and are worth at
prices $20.00 eac
twenty lect. Wt
last you can have

$15.0

each; all siZ

Corset

389 pairs Job
D. & A., Parisian 4
reputable brands;
Marked away dowy
ly soiled. Very in
prices. Come and

The
Barg

Dlolojlollloll) 1B




