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CHAPTER XL for the FOOmS - : . ned ¢ 5 Iswaal; g . - ' . x5 g, TV . : in Aunt Cyline, *“ an’ I told

ae | ; e mecnandy : ; i . 1 ; ; info . P s : an’ kioder overlook things.

A RUSTY NAIL. fith no one now, an’ I desssy
stay an’ keep house.”

see nothih’ ag’invit,” comment-

Bteve, ‘“‘if Louisianny don’t,

# Bebtled woman, an's bin married,

in “D‘-ftm” ily to pester her sence

swas allers the through-goin’ kind,”
! “Things’ll be well

'Nervy.
iod $o—an’ she thought a heap o’ El.
. They were raised tegether,”

 ye was to go in an’ speak to
_— ,’? Uncle StevI:

being spoken to, was very

Bhe was willing to do anything

E
!

On Monday, Casey and his men came.
Louisiana and her father were at breakfast
when they struck their blow at the end
of the house which was to be renovated
firat,

The old man, hearing it, started violently
—s0 violently that he almost upset the
w%“m“ o b langh

e a tremul .

“Why, I'm narvous!” be said. ‘‘Now,
jest to shink o’ me a-bien’ narvous !”

*'I suppose,” said Lounisiana, *‘I am nerv-
one as well. It made me start to. It bad
such a strange sound.”

‘* Waal, now,” he answered, *‘ come fo
thiok en it. it hed—sorter. Seems like it
wasn't sca’cely nat’ral. - P'r’aps that's it,”

Neither of them ate much breakfast, and
when the meal was over they wens out to-
gether to lock at the workmen. Th
were very busy tearing off w-thabon?
ing and wrenching out nails, Lonisiana
watched them w'th regretful eyes, In
secret she was wishing that the lew ceilings
and painted walls might remain as
they were, She had know them so long.

“Iam afraid he is doing it to
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“Ye'd b?,fﬁﬂ gi¢ up, homey—an’

But the girl made no mevement,
“ ;Vhy she asked, Ii;:buly. o . :
“ Yer pappy, honey—he’s sorter cur’us. g
 He don’t seem $o be right well. He didn’t ke ‘M‘E:S:e“lsl';d o he A
seem $0 be quite at hisself when I went to her 3 ﬂ‘l . l’!ﬁ_g 0 have Mrs.
his fire, He — § e was always varymk?;; ; a.::.:l1 . f:t.:gx'-
R T s oo o . o [ T T Tl e
Lonisianny.” face near me, tel er 1 want her
makidg her look even paler than ¥ $o come, snd that I hope she will try to
Father !” she said. ‘‘He was quite im fai

foel as if she was at home.”.
late last night, It was midmight | sad themselves as : < Lureny Nance came, and
when we went to bed and he was well :yh muhu
the
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z ( ally installed in her position. She

3 y prayers for plae ‘“ﬂ, bl!::kngl:{i.rnﬂ:n: ‘;lll:i::ll’l' bwhi:t

m’l’hommbogmto fumtle uneasily at boallm ";.m‘:fﬁ‘;." o eyebrows, When she "arrived she wore
Iatch n y of the sscond week the 4 T

1} 't ye git skeered, chile, she ssid. | dootor held a oon’nlhdon with Aunt :’-iﬂrbho .;ngob::n:: . ‘V;refgﬁ .::

_ . : va e ¢ Mebbe "taint nothin'—but seemed to me | 'Nervy and Aunt Ca'line on thefrontporch W PSS worits T Vv ahe sat down

Lok ab ‘e per- ; nov L%, : aes. Lo : like—like he didn’t know me.” Mmhﬁ'."t away, and when they re. béfore ber, removed this sun bonnet with

outly, ** 2o’ see it 4k e. | mo rn or stable » | Lo : : > 1t “%’M“ """"“"wm"’k‘ ‘:‘b"“'?em:i a scientific flap and hung it on the back of

ly  wide- | ™ , : he e ' dooter himselt [ DO, hair -

i
]

‘ ¢

fr

i
w8
.-’é&

f

i

*%'e look mighty peak-ed, Leunisianny,”
shesaid.- * Mighty peak-ed.”
. %1 don’t feel very well,” Louisians an-
: wed, *‘ but I suppose I shall be better
¢h . : i her, 3 expeoted him to sts; sfter & 5
mighty p ' 32 be o Toitlia Tnedd r e Nim 7° abe asked, ““Who | allers,” hessid, *but we'll mist him might. “Ye're takin’ it powerful hard, Louls-
The rzst on ’em was born in the front room, thought you had ; +Thar aint no one with him,” was nary one !” e ;ltlnt gwine fo p,ﬂter ye
'n’ they all died thar. Ianthy she died exile in an in-‘| apewer. ** He's by hisself, honey.” That afterncon when the sun was set. a-talkin’, I jes gome to say I ’lowed to
thar. I'd useder think I should——" mm.u down to lean Louisiana '.."},umg her wrapper a$ | ting, the sick man wakened from a long, do my best by Ye;d an’ ax zz"whether
He stopped and fhn“d suddenly st against him, . the throat. Such a tremor fell upon her sleep. ' The first thing he saw wag ye hop yeast or salt rising’ !
Louigiana, He pulled himself up and * Oh |” she crled, *“have I broken your | that she could not finish what she was | the bright Dlmﬂuo' of & tree out in the At the end of 'lh°. week Louisiana and
smiled, heart? Will God ever forgive me ? I don’i | doing. She left the button unfastened and {::d’ which changed colour since he Mrs. N:: Weo "é' to themselves. Aunt
*“Ye aint in the -motion o’ hsvin’ the d ‘spoke at first heavily * ask you to forgive me, for I don’t deserve | pushed past Nancy snd ran swiftly down seen it last. It was.a golden treenow [l 'Nervy h"h‘i: a’line and the rest had
cupoly,” he sald, We kin hev it as socu but almost in. thin it.” the stairs, the woman following her. it stood in the sun, its leaves rustling in mil: & b‘zeklpochve homes; even
as not—'n’ seems ter me thar'’s a heap o’ : At first he could not speak, but he put | = The door of her father’s room steod open Il wind. 'The next thing he Jenny mth r:‘iB‘.’w‘“"m°' where
style $o 'em.” AR his arm round her and drew her head up to | and the fire Nancy had lighted burned and | knew that there were peovle in the room she bosrded with a relative and went to
*¢ Anything that pleases you will please his breast—and, with all the love and ten- | orackled merrily, Mr. was lying | wh silent and looked at him with R s afier thi G
me, father,” she said. derness he had Iavished upon her all her | high upon his pillow, watching the biaze, | kindly, verent eyes. Then he turn- - ’:m i long to
He gave her a mild, cheerful look. life, she had mever known such love and | His face was flushed and he had one hand | ed a little and saw his child, who bent to. Louisiana - o .hetg n w‘Imdered how
“*Ye den’t take much int'russ in if yet, mighty black an’ thick—ye know it | now,” with s wide sweep of his hand to. tenderness as he expressed in this ome i A eyes and trembling, she Bn' 'dd Sow g we::'}.\.e h.dn th?mﬁ’“
do ye?” he said. *‘ Bat ye will when it cold after the rains—an’ when we | ward the improvement, ** 'ye kin see how in’s of yourn—them as ye'd lke to hev baak movement, i parted lip strange, vague memory of s‘" '°"°b;1t ke tl?ot & own
g'ts along kinder. Lord ! yu'd be a8 im- | was talkin® I ssked her if she mind a. | much style thar is to it, Seems to methet | 122 © FoRTt—Cr s FEr o8 0 e for | Louisian regarded weary pain and dragging, uncertain days SWE pasaad, st all was

K.;:ntd; "hnthy an’ me was, when | tallin’ me the name of it an’ whar she ;h.—th. ;nmtuu now, ﬂwyﬂ‘lu;k Dolber. ;;:O’WM Then a change oame upon him, kis face | and nights came to him and he knew, and gllence and order in the house, and she
8 8 bought it. An’ she laughed some, an’ | It- waal it kinder sets ’em off—it kinder

ek : alone, she had nothing todo but to
lighted up—it Scemed as if he saw all at | yeb felt no fear. : e hux. Th w

he tried to think she would, but with- id i velv * ghe'd i sets ‘em off.” once who had come to him. Louisianny !” he said, : coun! . There was no work for
out much success. She lingered about for :'of.“in';t'ew'Y::'k“m;.?- O An Tasked | “1tis very much prettier,” she an.|‘BSYTOEORe 2 ¢ Tanthy !” he said, *'I didn’ sca’cely | He could onl; speak in & whisper and [} her, B0 986 chme ' 'ggﬂwm whom she
s while, and at last went to her owa room 7 . T i answered, o . % kuow ye! Ye've bin gone solong : Whar tremulously. who sat about him alg O e :::1;’ tih . ur of love ;
at the other end of the house and shut her- * Lord, yes! Thar aint no comparison. | 5 whispered, hev ye bin?” hu:lndthmveryhruth. ; ) ?"o! b macd t;"'ti ;f, no one to
self in. en, someways, we warmed up, an’ I { I was jest a-seftin’ thinkin' thet one j Bu$ even then she could not realize the 'Lay yer head—on the piller—nigh think BN abehing the et g at hh‘?'

Her trunk had been carried upstairs and *She aint Hke me. It ye it aa it they'd pot : j truth ; it was 80 short & time since he had | me, ’ he said, R ot &t e B
set in its old place behind the door.  She | could see her ye'd mever gness we was i i bidden ber good-night and kissed her at | Shelsid it down and put her hand in o oy Y, and af last flutter
opened it and bagan to out the dresses She hadn’t never seen ye. She come ? the door. u"mﬁ:.‘* ind, Once she went ont and picked
and other adornments she taken with “ 1" she orled. * I¢'s Louisiana ! wi o e ‘;m t:kl: picked up
her to the Springs. There was the blue Father, look at me !’ one Mlhnt itu and, bookng it back to
muslin, She threw it on the floor and He was looking at her, and yet he only : fer ye.” “m:m, h:.shl:‘ = ) I
dropped beside it, balf sitting, half kneel- smiled agai & Wﬁm &egeh m':ai since
ing. She laughed quite savagely, “lt'ﬁuohllu time, Tanthy,” he faintly, e i y g alo ,” 8 el::fl - I

* 1 thought it was very mice when I | ¢old aid "Sonoﬂml’vetgonghtyamidn't as they Tt Lived j Dg a8 & . at
made it,” she said. *‘ I wonder how she at all.” wnuh'&m bare, sh
wonid like to wear it?” She pulled out ey b::‘:- l?' e ore day
ome thing after .another until the floor bered ; she had sent for
around her was strewn.  Then she got np Springs, and she went to the
and left them, and ran to the and she had put “them, brought
threw herself into a chair beside it, hiding | and tried to feel interested in
her face in the pillow.

' Oh, how dull iz is, and how lomely !”
;l:; l’:id. ¢ What shall I do ? What shall

07

And while she sobbed she heard the
blows upon the boards below.

Befure she went dewn stairs she replaced
the she had taken from the trunk.
She them away neatly, and, having
done i$, turned the key apon them.

“ Father,” she said, at dinner, ** there
-are some things up stairs I want to send
to Cousin Jemny. I have done with them,
and I think she’d like to have them.”

il
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yere a right smart while,

TH

a-setfin’ yere a steddy-

e was clever an’ friendly, an’ *“ A man wants to see it a |,
managed it 50 we got a-talkin’.  She | few times an’ take it sorter gradual afore he
a dress that took my fancy. It |do it justice, A lookin' at it from yere,
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& deal,” she said,
ve so much time.”
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‘(‘1 Dresses an’ - things, Louisianny ?” he
anid.
“Yes,” she snswered. *‘Ishall not

* Don"t—" he began, but stopped short,
and, lifting his glass, swallowed the rest of
the sentence in & large glass of milk,

¢ Plltel! Luther to send for it,” he said,

afterward. “ Jeany'll be real sotup, I fn_

reckon, Her Pappy bein’ so onfort’nit, she
don’t gi$ much.”

He ate scarcely more dinner than break-
fast, and spent the afternoon in wandering
here and there among the workmen., Some-
times he talked to them, and sometimes sat
on his pile of plank and watched them in
silence, ©Once, when no one was looking,
he stooped down and picked up a rusty
nail which had fallen irom its place-in a

lece of board.  After holding it in his

nd for a little he fartively thrust it into
his

* Yo don’t do nothin’ toward helpin’
us, Uncle Elbert,” said -one of the youn
men, (Every youngster within ten miles
knew him as ** Uncle Elbert.”) * Yeaint
as smart as ye was when last ye built, air

e?”

“No, boys, he answered, “ I aint,
Thet’s so. I aint as smart, an’,” he added,
rather hurriedly, ‘¢ it’d sorter go agin me

to holp ye ab what ye're doin’ now. Not.

as ] don’t think it’s time it was done, but
- —it'd sorter goag'in me.”

When Louisiana entered the house-room
at dusk, she found him sitting by the fire,
his body cropping forward, his head rest-

i on his hand,

“ MEBEE.”
She had been so full of her own

¥ What did she say to that "

asked.

He hesitated a moment before answering,
* 8he looked at me kinder queer fer a
M"!ih° 4 “ 1) An’thm
she ses, *‘ 3he’d oughter a very ha)py
gel,’ ses she, * with such a father,” an’ I
ses, ‘I ’low #he is—mebbe.’”

“Only maybe?” said the girl, * only
maybe, father !” : .
She the roil of silk she had been

hand nn,hhnlcdnmdlhookitnp‘llitﬁh,
when she had gone out to him on the porch

g | on the day of her returm. She had sud-

up, and her eyes shone as he
had seen them then.

“ Only maybe,” she said.- ** Why sheuld
I be unhappy? There's no reason, Look
at me, with my fine house and my new
things! There isn’t any ome happier in
the world | Thhere is nothing left for me
to wish for. Ihavegot too much !”

A new mood seemed to have taken pos-
session of her all at once. She scarcely
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langhing in the same feverish fashion as |
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* why don’t ye sent her
g‘owlﬂnnywifl.

5
2

was gnite er in his i
- vrod.::oh hvhhne:u went $o her

eart.
“* Towant to leave ye well fixed,” he said,
“* Leave me ?” she echoed.
Hemade a hurried effort to soften the | *

;mh't to said
keerless.

off—mebbe—an’ I'd
» way old folks
Things q.t to seem sorter

5y

ye mean i, Jedge ?' I ses.
¢ .‘{;"t‘l!)y wife an' ¢
sbout her many a time,
how they’d like to see her agin.

5
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Thet thar—it's a

hev said it. It's
it’s abad way.

An’ then the folks went away an’ ye didn’t
go with 'em, an’ thar was nomathlyn'

in’ on ye as I knowed-ye wasn't ready to
tell me abous. An'I -o}n’lt:lldhd it
over an’ watched ye, an’ yed some,
an’ I laid wake nights -nhdlzir;in'. An' I
made up my mind that es I'd ben the canse
2 to ye I'd oughter try an' sorter
balance I&lﬂn'low‘d parents
had a duty to their children. An’I ges,
* Thar’s some thiogs thet kin be altered an’

s | Some thet cayn't. Let's alter them as

kln !‘ »

She remembered the words well, and
now she saw clearly the dreadful pain they
had expressed ; they cut her to her soul.

Oh ! father,” she cried. ‘ How ocounld

on " y

“I'd oughter knowed 7o better, Louisi-
” he repeated. ‘' But I didn’t. I
ses, ‘ What money an’ steddyin’ an’ watch-
her to make up, shell
to make up
_the wrong I've did ‘her on.will-
in'ly’ An’ I went to the Springsan’ I
watohed an’ steddied thar, an’] come home
an’ I watohed an’ steddied thar—an’ I hed

the house fixed, an’I laid ous to let ye
to Em?o—-thm what I'd heern o’ the
habits o’ the an’ the bri-gands an’

B

on him.

““He does not know me !” said Louis-
ians,  *‘He is very, very ill ! ”

Doctor Hankins looked at his patient for
a monient, dublously.

‘ Wa-al, thet’s 80,” he said at length,
* He’s purty bad off —purty bad 1”
By night the house was full of visitors
and volunteer nurses. The fact that
¢ Uncle Elbert Rogeis was down with
, an’ Louisianny thar without a
soul her,” was enough to rouse sym-
thy and curiosity.. Aunt 'Masdy, Aunt
a’line and Aunt *Nervy came up one after
another.

* Louisianny now, she aint nothin’ but a
young thing, an’ don’t know nothin’,” they
said. ** An’ Elbert bein’ sich kin, it'd
look powerful bad if we didn’t go.”

They came in wa, or rickety buggies,
and brought their favourite medicines and
liniments. with them in slab-sided, enamel.

turned.

** She never gave him any &rouble,” they
said. “*She's got thet to hold to. Arn’
they was powerful sot on her, both him an’

about the crops and the elections, and ex:
pectorating with regularity into the ashes.
tried Leuisiana to go to
bod.butlh.wonldnot&o.
“ Lot me sit by him, if there ia no

lln h.
i would

E
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i lips
ide open, at golden tree
waving and beckoning in the wind.
Tkis he saw last of all, and seemed still
o see even when some one came silently,
though with fears, and laid a hand upon

his eyes.
CHAPTER XVIL
A LEAF,

There was a sunny old grave-yard half s
mile from the town, where the people of
Bum"(illl;nl:g t}le‘i':lgmd under the lon,
grass an o creeping vines, an
the whole couniry-side gathered there when
they lowered the old man into his place at
his wife's side. His neighbours sang his

hymn and the last offices
for him with kindly hands, and when they
turned there was not a
who did not feel

th;‘th” they had lost a mgood e
were very %o ians,
Aunt ’Nervy and Aunt Oa’line deserted
i ili stay with her
ing best to give
:; e:hm!?: It was A‘nl *Nervy who first
ught of sending for the girl cousin to
v.hom the trunkful of m& had been

given.

“Le's send Luther's Jenmy, Ca'line,”
she said. ‘‘Mebbe it’d help her some to
hev a gal migh her. Gals kinder onder.
stands each other, an’

the

been

fa cousin. But there was no bright-

ness about the house now. When she ar-

rived and was sent upstairs to the pretty,

new room L oocu; she found
pon the bed. She looked

er in her black dress, her

tables, the carpet,
pictures. She spent a
everythiog as she remem-
all without letting any one
it was arranged, she left
ecked the door, taking the

l.hall go in but myself,” she
It belangs to me more than all the

*“1 mever knowed her to do nothin’
Rotionate but thet,” remarked Mrs, Nance,
in of iﬁ afterwards, *‘She’s

She sets store

y_ was her pappy’s an’ her
It cayn’t be nothin’ else,
say stylish, though they
solid-appearin’ things.
the on’y thingsez was

: ity pale an’ slender sence her
said the listener, t

a-al, yes, she's kinder peak-ed,” ad-
Nance, *“She’s kinder peak-
' ,'!l git over it. Young folks

she did not get over it as soon as

had expected, in view of her

'he days ssemad longer and lone-

* as the winter advanced, and

e had at last been able to read and think

what she read. When the snow was on

. U l!;nd and hlhe oould1 not wander
place, she grew paler still.

* Louisisany,” Mrs. Nance, coming

her one day as she stood at the

]

s ** ye're --’begmn’ innin’ to look like

“AmI?” answered Louisians. ** She

when she was young, didn’t she ?
wasn't but nineteen,” she said
; B i : + “‘She had a kind o’ love-scrape,
I want to tell | = e, g ; - L_the feller married Emmerline
"  set my k : D’ in il - PR Raggles she jeat give right in. They hed
4 Whas, - Louisi- 3 i ; A quarrel, an’ he was a sperrity kind o’
thing an’ merried Emmerline when he was
to her side and leaned 1 mad, He cut off his nose to spite his face,
. d-dctk ‘.npitew" s figure. o : fi‘-:!ho ut'!;::'ho bed of it when it was
at me kindly,” she said. jestice i : i could go into and not feel 5o lonely !” : was a preity gal, but
: I:'.I don't deserve it. I deserve nothing. : Bat ehe had no sconer said it than the [ Xindes euni-‘?hﬂy. - she hodé!ht b:hcokd

e« There was no danger of their_misunder- wakened suddenly fro checked herself. e gl el ey g

He her, putting up his shaking B il e e, W G | n T T ey 8 sloep, | . Oh, T oughtn’t tosay that ! ” she cried m't Sine months after they'd quar-
“ Don’t say nothin’ as ye'll be sorry fer | Were oalmer they their trouble over | drew her face down and h'.’:" T won't say it. He did it all for me, snd J, hlhbt t::t s;hr:og l?::ten :;ed“ -:y-
+ M r y . idn’t deserve it.” y 3
when ye feel better, Louisianny,” he said. simply and confidingly, holding nothing | *‘‘Ididn’s kno: ye was 5o nigh, Ianthy,” I ﬂd;;d i daiét.” said Jenny, fondling n folks is consumpshony it don’t hﬁe
ine and prebty whims. ' o e ey by e deelie e | ™ {When yo told. me, Louisianny,” said | alors migh an’ thar oaya's mochin’ sepacuts | Dor. * Ho was aiways saying whata od Y WU abiemat”

. ) 2 (1] 24 » . hild you had been—and that ,W‘d never 5 - w00y,
“5¢H":I°°.:mu{.h:1‘;,b~nt e l}‘m-: .::: o Bl need fer is, honey. llln.:,ti.:mdu mtm:.dn:mb:ﬁ “'i‘he desolateness of 5o lving a life out- ?‘iv".;‘&? camnd ﬁg:“bl“" he good,” .“"! Idm -a-massy, no!” was the reply
pose queen have very much more, though L up, now, an’ ye oayn’t do yerself jestice,’™ | the rest, fer I thinks, ses I to myself, ‘ It | side his was so terrible to Louisiana thatat | B ;‘“‘ o '"t': hole “an’ ye'd best not begin to think it. I
we ;lon’t know much about queens, do 3 Tt i wenld ot Bu redleataod, aint tl'l.:l.:":h‘ ml“':‘ dh A - ,it.wl times she could not bear to remain in the | 5id Louitiana, ** No one else in the w in“-’t ameanin’ thet. Ye've kinder got
wer , ‘ Dorionn .15, OF S dere s "1 pe i ko steddyin’ ‘bout yer pappy,
longer. | She bunground her father’s neck and "I'ﬂ"“m“é’; she “‘f- 1t has | seemed like it was kinder onnecessary. b i : R T s Tt o™ nd;zhm."e,ny‘. e ek s o
It was no:‘ 'hobl:tve'g.hoz .;nﬂ.c-—-ho kissed him in » lf;mt. exoitl:d :’:y- :“h:: my — 1‘;‘:‘:';', °“3}_‘ never In,g:! ﬂi:dmuﬂut& was a dohhye » looking back now and then with a pang at | 85000 " 2.0 o a Sany Wasn't a thing of ye—an’ ye don't take no

'Was sure H some- ** You good o er !” she ; 'you ) ) gone . body differ- e each other good- % again strange : 2

ing, without knowing when or how she sweet old father 1” . ent from us—and had new ways. I thiok | at ln.ty e i o _—_—

5 - ht Ye'd 2 ”
&y 3 * No," returned Lonisiaca, * It would “h- ® o?ghtu' stir rc.’mnd more.
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