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notice; and hc thought that tbey would come
back witi their views considerably changed.

(The hon. gentl-eman referred to a case of a
petitioi e lhad pr-setnted to the governument,
signed by htud reds of intluential persons ln his
county, asking for aid to an important Public
road, bat which was refused any considera-
tion at al. So lîtilignant was one gentleman
at the treatnict they lad received, that lie
offered to lend £1700 himself to carry on the
work whic i W.as the dutv of the government
to constritt.) This was oiy one I lany i-
stances, iu whichi the governmnt had tured
a deaf ear toi the wants of th- couai-y of G tys-
iorought. now then could he jukstify h1imoself
to his cnisitucits, if lie voted for these reso-
lutions ?

The lion. umiter for liants (Mr. Chuchill)
had exliibite-d itimself on ti previous evening
in ratier ai extraordiuary attitude, but it ap-
>eared tha. there weresome favored ones in that
ic-se who coulid do as they chose, provided
they gave tihe governmeit a vote. That lion.
gentlemtan htad thougit proper to absent him-
sli for the g-reater part of the session fron
his dutilîes-, first at his own home and after-
wards in a.neigibouring eounîtry, attending to
Pis privateintere-ts. Wiether that was a pro-
per course for a represeiti-e to take was ex-
ceetdigly questionable; and now Pe comes
back and undertakes to impute motives to
hon. gentlemen for thle course pursued by
them on thi-Z qus ton. Ie thouiglit that when
it was considered that tiis railroad would for
a long distance go throuigh the county that
lion. gentlentan rcpresented, and that a large
Stuin of miîouney would be Spent athis very door,
that the less lie challenged - the motives of
others tie better.

lie trusted that in the opposition he was
obliged to give to this measure that factious
motives would not bc iniputed to hii. He bad
only to point to tite couse he pursued last ses-
sion-on the Pictou railroad-to shew that lie
was not inuenced by auy factious spirit. It
eqs thein llite pîowcr of the opposition, if tley
had lit h-lie desire, to have seriouisly embar-
rassed the govrt-inient on that question. He
had, iowever, taken a higier vie w of the ques-
tion, and had suprted tînt ieasure al-
though Pictotu was not a bit nearer to himtu titan
Annapolis or Windsor. Hoe hoped, tierefore,
that tii governent would not attribute to
bim any motives of that description.

At that late period of the session be would
not detain the house at any greater lengtli.
The liou. gentleman conclided by deprecating
any iimediate a1tion in the way of incurring
anîy further liability. fHe was afraid it woulai
have the efiect of depreciating the valu of the
debeintures already issued. HRe appealed to
gentlemen on both sides of the bouse, to the
supporters of the governîment as well as tieir
oppouents, not to Pe iniuenced by a mere de-
sire for a party triunph in votittg for a resolu-
tion whici he believed on sober reflection they
would find to be detrimental to the best inter-
ests of the country.

Ma. Kzai alluied to the offer of the Interna-
tional Contract Compsy, and compared it with
the ternis offered by the resalution of last session.
He remarked that the question. stood in quite
another position from what it did in the previous
Session. In proposing to place the work in the
hands of a company, the governiment must have

placed very little confidence in their own officere,
for the Commissioner of Railways had given to
the House as bis opinion that le a few years the
road would pay three per cent above its 'working
expenses ; if that were correct the best course
would be for the governmeut itself to undertake
the construction. He said that the ternur of the
offier were entirely altered, ani i iwotild tiserefore
be perfectly consistent iu the louse t4 reject the
resolution. The determination of the governent
seemed to be to keep theuselves afioat, whatever
became of the country.

Hon. Mr. MeFAPànANE replied to a remarkof oMr.
Killam. He said that four diffarent surveys of
routes had been macle, but the route was to be
finally telectel by the government, acting under
the advice at the very able engineer now lu their
employ.

Mr. AucuiminuD contended that to give te, the
governument the discretion proposed by the resolu-
Zion would be to hand over to them the entire cou-
trol of the publia chest. So great had been the
mystification of figurei on the question that the
member for Halifax, mtiough a merchant, had
made a mistake in statiug the public debt, to the
extent of two million of dollars, a sum sufficient
to build the Pictou railway. He had a great
appreciation of the value of railways, and he
hoped that the time had arrived when ws coutld
connect our road with the other Unes ofthe conti-
nent ; but the circuistances which hadi exhIbited
themselves in the trade of the country had:. con-
vinced him that our prospects werenot so good as
to warrant us in increasing the large liability that
vould be necessary to carry on even that work.

He was greatly pleased to find that our present
railways had not only become able to pay their
working expenses, but had commenced to yield
something towards the iuterest. There ias, how-
ever, one important circumstance which had been
left out of consideration,-àn nearly all railways
the duration of the iron was estiimated at eight

years, and the compaaies made a praudce fe set,
ting aside a certain sum every year to meet the
cost cf renewing. Our road was not se much
iworked as others and might be expected to last 16
years, 8 of which had aiready expired, and, ha
found that the cost of replaoing the line, after de-
ducting the value of the old iron: wou!d be 94,-
000 per mile, in addition to $400 per mile: for
labour, making a total for the work of $431,000,
so that we ought at present te ha setting aside for
that service about e53,800 a year. The remarks
of the Commisioner of Riaiways had givea hlm-
no little. amucement. That gentleman had pre-
viously assigned railways to not very complimen-
tary compahy, but now, with the ardor whiêh
always characterized one newly converted from a
heathen to a saint, was outstrippimg in luis zeal
those use had been trained for a lifetime to the
policy to which he had been converted.

Mr. Archibald, after some farther remarks
moved the following amendment:

a-Wherea -Thè ocation of the Picteu Railway -
bas addèd largely to the length of the roîd contei- ,
plated te co nstruated by the Railway -bill lt
year; and heas view of the heavy liabilities
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