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HOLD YOUR WHEAT

From present indications the only 
way by which wheat prices can he kept 
from falling to a figure which will mean 
un absolute loss to the producer is to 
hold the wheat off the market. The rate 
of exchange has fallen so low that it is 
now costing from 5 to 8 cents on every 
bushel of wheat, and tin* farmer pays 
it. Before the war it cost from 7 to 10 
cents per bushel on ocean freight, while 
today the ocean freight charges oil a 
bushel of wheat are from 27 to 30 cents. 
The difference in cost is enormous and 
it very largely, if not entirely, comes 
out of the farmer’s pocket. On these two 
points alone the price of wheat this year 
is adversely affected from 25 to 28 cent’s 
per bushel. In view of this situation it 
is very urgent that the market be not 
glutted by heavy shipments. So import­
ant is the matter considered that the 
leaders of the organized farmers, at a 
meeting held in Winnipeg, on August 31, 
issued the following statement:

At a meeting' held today, at which repre­
sentatives of tin- farmers’ organisations of 
Western Canada were present, the matter of 
prices likely to he received for the present 
crop was discussed. It was the unanimous 
opinion of those present that a heavy move­
ment on the part of farmers to sell their grain 
at the present time would he almost certain 
to force prices to a lower level, and that If a 
more leisurely method of marketing weeg fol­
lowed by the farmers in the disposal of their 
grain, a better average price all round could 
he secured for it.

Willie it was recognized that the matter of 
giving advice on the selling of grain was a 
difficult one, it was thought advisable by all 
present to make a public statement advising 
the farmers of Western Canada, as far as pos­
sible, to store a portion of their grain on their 
farms, and, in this way, spread the market­
ing of it over the next eight or ten months, 
rather than place it in immense quantities upon 
the market in tin; next few months with the 
certainty—as far as the present outlook Is 
concerned—of bringing prices to a consider­
ably lower level.

Lake ami ocean boat spare Is more scarce 
than in previous years; rales for such space are 
higher than ever before; rates of exchange be­
tween this country and Europe an' also more 
adverse than they have ever been, and, un­
doubtedly, the flooding of the market with 
grain immediately after threshing will mean 
that these charges, which ultimately have to 
be paid by the farmers, will go higher than 
ever.

It was thought advisable to publicly reqûeat 
the co-opertlon of Uie banks and business In­
terests generally In the matter. Their co­
operation might take the form of extending 
the time for payment of liabilities that far­
mers might have to such banks or business In­
terests, rather than to force the farmers to sell 
their grain at a sacrifice in order to meet 
liabilities falling due in October and Novem­
ber. The. hanks, particularly, liy taking' ad­
vantage of the powers recently conferred, 
could make advances to farmers on the se­
curity of grain on the farm

if this method of marketing can he fid- 
lowed, we feercertain that It will result In a 
greater inonetWy return for the crop to the 
farmers of Western Canada Ilian they will 
otherwise obtain, and It seems apparent Unit 
such a result will lie a direct benefit to every 
business Interest In the country, and at the 
same time, will Insure a steady flow of grain 

- sufficient for ttrr-ncerts of the fçmpire
More h isurely marketing of our grain lias 

always been advocated by the leaders of the 
farmers’ organizations, and we make this state­
ment at the present time for the purpose of 
directing attention to this very Important mat­
ter at a period when our crop Is Just com­
mencing io move We believe that if farm­
ers follow our suggestion in large numbers, 
the result will prove that the scheme Is far 
more practical than any other that could be 
suggested to insure a fair return for the crop 

Signed, on behalf of the farmers' organi­
zations :

.1 \S SPKAKMA.N, Pres., l'niled Karrner* 
of Alberta.

P P. WOODBRIU0K, Sec., United Par­
tners of Alberta.

JOHN A. MAIIARO, Pres., Saskatchewan 
drain tlrowcrs’ Association.

.1. It. Mussulman, Sec., Saskatchewan 
drain Growers’ Association.

It. d. HUNUKRS, Pres., Manitoba drain 
drowers’ Association, 

it. McKKNZIE, Sec., Manitoba Grain 
drowers’ Association, 

d. RldK-.IONES, Pres., Alberta ■ Partners' 
do-operative Elevator do. 

dllAS. A. PUNNING, den. Manager, Sas­
katchewan do-uperatlve Elevator Co. 

T. A. CltKHAR, Pres., Grain Growers’ 
Grain Co.

Every business interest with the wel­
fare of tills country at heart should assis! 
the farmers in this matter. If reason­
able prices eau he maintained il will lie 
a tremendous benefit to (lie country at 
large.

BATTLES AT HOME
Kvery great achievement, every deed 

of heroism, every great victory won, be 
il conquest of territory or the attain­
ment of some high principle which had 
formerly been held under subjection by 
unrighteous influences, receives in nor­
mal times due recognition al the hands 
of the people. Bui the world today is 
not living in normal times. Every chan­
nel of news is congested with tales of 
battles fought and brave deeds done on 
land uml sea in (lie great war now in 

-progress, to the exclusion of some acts 
fully as worthy of mention. Baltics arc 
being fought al home. Not sanguinary 
ones, 'lis true, hut struggles occasioned 
by much more laudable ambitious than 
the present horrible conflict in Europe. 
(Inc of these little recognized fights, bill 
one which vitally affects this country, is 
that waged by the Veterinary Director- 
(Icneral’s Department against the spread 
of foot and mouth disease from the 
United States into Gunudn. When this 
dread cattle disease broke out lust fall 
all those fully alive to the many ways in 
which infection could he carried were 
vary doubtful as to the possibility of 
confining it south of the boundary. This, 
however, lias been done, and the Veter­
inary Director-General and his staff are 
deserving of the highest, praise for the 
efficient manner in which this disease 
has been kept away from Guuudiun 
herds. The danger lias not entirely 
passed, hut the order of May 5* .1015, 
prohibiting the importation of cattle in­
to Canudu bus been removed in so far as 
seventeen states in the affected area are 
concerned, and it is expected that, in 
Die near future, it will he possihle-to re­
move all restrictions and the livestock 
trade will lie again resumed between tin* 
Iwo countries.

MARKETING PROBLEMS
It should he a matter of satisfaction 

to Guide readers to learn, as was meiir 
tinned in a recent;Issue, that it is the 
intention of Die Minister of Agricliliurd 
lo introduce in the Manitoba legislature 
a hill designed In deal with’the bond­
ing of produce merchants. The adop­
tion of such proposed legislation will 
place the farm produce trade on a much 
more satisfactory business- basis than in 
the past, hut it is not by any means Die 
only reform necessary. It has'been con­
stantly pointed out that the hlirfhe for 
the present unsatisfactory state of affairs 
rests as much with the farmer as with 
tin1 dealer. Hence only half the battle 
will he won unless the farmer does his 
share. One of Die reasons why farm 
produce does not fetch top prices on the

market in the towns and cities is that 
there is a lack of uniformity in the pro­
duct. Garelossness is shown in the 
packing and grading, and, unfortunate­
ly, sometimes the ipiality or proper 
weight of Die product cannot he relied 
upon. Then, again, many farmers do 
not go to the trouble of finding out the 
particular market requirements of the 
town In which they consign their pro­
duce. . Take eggs, for example. There 
are two classes sold on the retail market 
in Winnipeg, one grade is guaranteed 
new laid and retails today for 30 cents 
a dozen, and ,the oilier is made up of 
ordinary farm shipments, retailing at 
23 cents per dozen. Now Dio difference 
between these two prices will much 
more than repay any extra trouble 
which will he occasioned by selecting 
only llrsi grade eggs. The same is .true 
of oilier olasses of produce. Farmers 
should remember there is always a ready 
sale in cities and towns for the first class 
article, but that inferior grades of pro­
duce are very much harder to dispose 
of. The question of marketing will nave 
only begun to he touched when the pro­
ducer is insured payment under a legal­
ly imposed bond, and, while this is a step 
forward, farmers must realize that their 
part in producing a marketable article 
is of the utmost importance in assisting 
towards the complete solution of this 
difficult problem.

GENERAL HUGHES KNIGHTED
The King lias bestowed a knighthood 

upon our Minister of Militia, and hence­
forth he will he known as Sir 8am 
Hughes. Undoubtedly General Hughes 
is as much entitled to a knighthood, and 
lunch more so, Ilian most or those Cana­
dians who are now carrying those udorn- 
nionts, but we cannot see that such a 
title adds any honor to General Hughes. 
The rank of Cabinet Minister which he 
holds, and the position of Minister of 
Militia comes from the people of Can­
ada, and is one of the highest honors 
which this country can bestow upon its 
own people. It would huve been higher 
honor for General Hughes to huve de­
clined the title than to have accepted it, 
because the day is coming very rapidly 
when titles in Canada will he held in 
very low esteem by the people of this 
country.

CONSCRIPTION UNNECESSARY
In spite of official declarations that 

the Canadian government is not con­
templating the adoption of conscription, 
there is a considerable section of the 
public which seems to he convinced, that 
compulsory military service will hgve to 
be instituted in order that Canada may 
do her fair share and part in overcom­
ing German militarism. The idea of 
conscription is repugnant to thé great 
majority ot Canadians and in a country 
where a large percentage of the citizens 
are of other than British birth, the at­
tempt to force men to take up arms and 
go overseas to fight would be fraught 
with grave danger. But apart from these 
considerations, conscription is not ne­
cessary. Canada, we are quite safe in 
saying, can secure as many me'ii as she 
can equip and maintain without resort­
ing to compulsion. Give them a chance 
and the hoys are willing and anxious to 
light. The number that are rejected be­
cause of slight imperfections of sight, 
insufficient height or chest measure-


