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The Summer—fallow

Tune 3. 1014

One of the chiet tactors which is im
pressed most foreil n the minds of
eastern farmers visiting the West fur
the first time tor . of e
““Down hold up
their hand nat i the
methods  wi ed in this
western country, T ome extent this
critieism because any
thoughtful any instances
of carelessness on the farms to which
needless loss 1s, due, but at the same

time this is not true of a larce number

of methods which, by reason of the cir
cumstances under which ,!A'-“-: y are prac
ticed, are followed generially thruout

the three prairie provine

these methods is that of summer fallow
ing a portion of the farm cach vear
That a large portion of the land, in
many instances nearly a third of the
farm, should be plowed, e«
worked and allowed to lie
mer 18, on the face of it, a Very waste
ful proceeding, even if the interest on
the value of the land is the only loss
taken into consideration, but as lonye as

1(1].
Il sum

all gradn growing is practiced to any
extent the summer-fallow must be made
Use ‘V’..

Reasons for Summer-fallow

It is found that after a piece of land
has grown constantly the same crop
year after year, that the vield becomes
lower as time goes on, until it bhecomes
necessary to |:|~'. the land off for a vear
to allow it to regain some more of the
elements of [‘IJIH] food of which it has
been  depleted by constant ecroj ping
Different Crops differént

amounts of the various food elements

require

contained in soils, and sinee 4 urain
cerop, to reach maturity, usually uses |
its available plant . food Ly
than it is produced in the thie
vield 1s lower and the

field is generally thinner
of another factor entering into consid
eration, namely that of the growth and
neres

any

of weeds in land cultivated for
period Grain plants require
one kind of plant
other, so that when the stiand—of—tl

food, weed plants a

graln plants gets less, more room
given for the weeds to deve op and this

15 one of the conditions which makes
the adoption of the summer-fallow
method so valualble More than this,

however, in many parts of the West the

rainfall does not amount to more than
fitfteen to sixteen inches during the vear
ind sinee 1t has been ca Hated that
three inches of rainfa re required to
produ ten |} Sshels of Ahoeat t ‘ |
tent that, in order tg have a 11t ent
margin of a eomolsture t roduce
L paving « S ‘ ‘ redt
moisture 1 t 1 roj
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An extravagance which is an essential factor of all-grain growing

-
ferent I'he land is t ¢ apen to the more than the two fourteen inch fur
iction of the weat for ftu nine rows, and a very gu-n! tilth will be the

ths, and sun, 1r 1, frost and I t I'he use of t extra horse 1s
SHOW 1 part in decon searcely any  added trouble, and the
posing S t ed int Wt lone, together with- tl tnount
t ] wl ! bhe re iken in ) fn ture saved, will mean bushels in
e growing crop. More than this, ther the crop in the fullowing years I'he
1st b ! I por S wver formed point 1s this When the soil is first
witl V } y capt 1 larg i turned over, 1t contains moisture, henes
tmount ot molsture as possihle thru 18 somewhat plastie vet mellow or erum
1t the ir and hence the deeper the bhiy At this time it readily breaks
plowing the more water there wi bhe lown into fine particles which lie ¢lose
ret Hed together und ftorm a  compuct ANS,
Plow Once or Twice? there RDeing: leas surface  sxposcd S

which, altho the air in freely cireu

e practice -in Soing walities is to tte, the action of the sun and wind

¥ “thi ind twice durine the yvear tnnot readily withdraw the moisture
shallow the first Time and a deep s 1f, on the other hand, the soil tllowed
| ¢ the s nd tim I'his 5 A to romain unharrowed, the wind and
good practice (3 districts S| ive full play thru the many open
the objeet being to get the urfac iy to the sal out ind it then
wWeeds to minate right awav, so that hecomes hard and chunky and requires
they mayv he ed with the next worl two or three times as much working to
nes rather than plowing them in ~deep et it anto anvthing hke the tilth which
with the possil ty of thelr coming up would have heen obtained by harrowing
again at a future plowing Some weed tmediately after-the plow but why
seeds, especially those belonging to the does harrowing the plowing keep the
mustard  family Crucitferae), amony moisture in.? Moisture in the soil rises
them beinge stinl weed, are  provided to the surface In_\ means of o physieal
with anoHy covering or shell, which law known as capilarity The particles
resist molsture tor vears, Such seeds of soil form small harr ke tubes in'the

"‘One way is to plow deep, harrow the same day, and after keep
top working the land"’
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ments used to l.vl']l a fine tilth in the
land are just the ones to control spe
cinl . weoeds Take the Canada thistle,
for example.  The best method of con
tralling this perenninl is to keep its
leaves covered from the sunlight., This
an hest be done by the duck-foot culti
vator, an o implement which, at the same
time, puts the ground in first elass
shape for retaining moisture.  The same
is true¢ also in the control of couch
grass, altho it has to be supplemented
by ‘the harrows, which will colleet the
root sto by means of which this grass
spreads. These should be put in piles,
usually at cach end of the field, when
the harrows are ¢leaned, and burned
Fhere are some weeds, however, which
sununer fallowing does not seem to have
very o much control over, chief among
which are Wild oats About the hest
possible means of controlling wild oats,
once they have heen allowed entrance
onto the farm  bheeause, after all, ‘“pre
vention is far hetter than cure’ in cop
g with the weed problem, just as with
everything else s to dise the summer
fallow land early, then plow and har
row and |||4m~<~h.|l-|'\ SOW i Ixyh! crop
of  outs ar barley The erop is then
cut preen before the weeds have a
chnnee to-seed In this manner, while

morsture will he conserved, in most
of the western distriets sufficient will
e retained, hesides having caught and
destroved many of the weeds which
annually to the
farmers, o threstiong, freight) doekage,

Cause @noenarmons loss

wnd - lower prade an the marketing of
their staple produet
To Prevent Blowing
A pood practice, and one often fol
lowed in conjunetion with summer-fal

lowing s ta plow ecarly ,and seed down
to n hight crop of oats - about a bushel
to the nere Then, when the Crop s
foaarly tall, say ten or twelve inches, de
pending largely upon the special needs
of the farmer, to turn in a bunech of
heep or cattle to eat it down Thix

nohas many advantage It wheep are

irned on they will practically clean

thie and of weed since they Crop Ko

ely to the ground, all the stoek will
pack the ground, thus retaining mois
ture, and they will add to the fertility

of the ground  with their droppings
Seceding down o this manner has an
even prester advantage still in that it
tend to overcome one of the 1l|rw'1l_\

harmful results”™ of summer fallowing,
Nite thaut of hlowinyg v constantly
oricing up the lund the fibre, which is
the binding maternial in the soil, is ex
to the wenther tion, whieh has

the effect of rapid lecomposing 1t As
oon as Lhis comenting matevinl 18 laeck
the aitl 1t as easily blown from

place 1o | e b the wind, 1t tends to
hecome more stis) when wet, harder or
are baked when dry and less able to
retain maisture Tha f n eateh crop
NI NN o ribed ahove, 1in addi

tion to providing pnsture for the stock
t owill keep the land from heing blown
bout hy the prevailing winds \ wyH
e f inmer fullowing s not the most
anon thmethod to follow 1o the msa
ent’ of the farm But while a

tem of o n grain farming s ecarried

er oa large area, 1t as the most ex
pedient, in fact almost the only prae
tienl method to follow All lnnd econ

tantly growing grain must have a rest

In this country moisture must be ab
sorbed and stored. Hence the points to
keep in mind in connection with sum
mer-fallow nre to dise first, plow early
diately, pack, if
the land requires it, either sweed down tp

ight erop of grain which will be sub
cauently eaten down by stock, or else

ind deepn, harrow imm

stunt top work the land all summer
t} table 1mplements having 1n
the ntrol of certain weeds and

ipkeep of a good dust

Weeds ¢ cats, are more ecasily dis




