
THE EVANGELICAL CHURCHMAN.

Then follows GocPt promise. Abner says : ‘The 
Lord hath spoken, By the hand of David I will save 
my people from the hand of all their enemies.’ 
He appeals to God’s promise : as David had con 

red thequered the Philistines, the nearest enemy in time 
past, so he alone could conquer those farther off. 
He should save Israel from the hand of all their 
enemies. Beautilul type of the promise by which 
the soul is now invited to trust Jesus for the 
victory over every enemy, and a life of undisturbed 
fellowship. ‘ The Loti hath spoken/—this is our 
only hope. On that word rests the sure expecta­
tion (Luke i. 70-76) : ‘ As He spake, That we 
should be saved from the hand of all that hate us, 
to perform the oath which He sware, that He 
would grant unto us that we, being delivered from 
the hand of our enemies, should serve Him without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all 
the days of our life.’ David reigning over every 
comer of the land, and leading a united and 
obedient people on from victoiy to victory ; this 
is the promise of what Jesus can do for us, as soon 
M in faith in God’s promise all is surrendered to 
Him, and the whole life given up to be kept abid­
ing in Him.

‘ Te sought for David m times past to be king 
over you/ spake Abner, and added, 4 Then do it 
now.’ Do it now is the message that this story 
brings to each one of us who longs to give Jesus 
unreserved supremacy. Whatever the present 
moment be, however unprepared the message finds 
thee, however sad the divided and hopeless state 
of the life may be, still I come and urge Christ’s 
claim to an immediate surrender—this very mo­
ment. I know well that it will take time for the 
blessed Lord to assert His power, and order all 
within thee according to His will—to conquer the 
enemies and train all thy powers for service. This 
m not the work of a moment. But there are 
thmgs which are the work of a moment—of this 
moment. The one is—thy surrender of all to 
Jesus ; thy surrender of thyself entirely to live 
only in Him. As time goes on, and exercise has 
made faith stronger and brighter, that surrender 
may beoome clearer and more intelligent. But 
for this no cne may wait. The only way ever to 
attain to it is to begin at once. Do ù now. Sur­
render thyself this very moment to abide wholly 
only, always in Jesus. It is the work of a moment 
And just so, Christ’s renewed acceptance of thee 
is the work of a moment. Be assured that He 
has thee and holds thee as His own, and that each 
new Jesus, I do abide in Thee,’ meets with an 
immediate and most hearty response from the Un- 
seen One. No act of faith can be in vain. He 
does indeed anew take hold on us and draw es 
close to Himself. Therefore, as often as the mei- 
sage comes, or the thought of it comes, Jesus 
says, Abide in me : do it at once. Each moment 
there is the whisper, Do it now.

Let any Christian begin, then, and he will 
speedily experience how the blessing of the'present 
moment is passed on to the next. It is the un­
changing Jesus to whom he links himself: it is 
the power of a Divine life, in its unbroken contin­
uity, that takes possession of him. The do it now 
of the present moment—a little thing though it 
8e6m8 ~18 nothing less than the beginning of the 
ever-present now, which is the mystery and the 
glory of Eternity. Therefore, Christian; abide in 
Uhnst :• do it tiow.

ABIDING STRENGTH AND GLADNESS.

« By Richards. Storks, D.D.

“ stre°gth and gladness are in his place.’-ç-i Cron. 16: 27
We sometimes hear a strain ot music which 

seems to be carefully, artificially elaborated, in 
which, with all its richness, we do not feel the 
expression of spontaneous liberty, or recognize 
the spring ot a great motive. In poetry: too 
we may detect, amid all its ornamentation, a

lack of this vivid, vital power of an inward im 
pulse. On the other hand, we sometimes mee 
with a vigor in speech and in song both vita 
and immediate, which reveals a feeling the mos 
strenuous, spontaneous, and abiding. We fine 
it in the passage from which we have taken the 
text : à song that breaks from a full heart, leap­
ing with lyric mdtion in the loftiest and most 
unartificial freedom of style : “ Sing unto the 
Lord all the earth ! show forth from day to day 
his salvation. Declare his glory among the 
heathen ; his marvellous works among all na­
tions. For great is the Lord, and greatly to 
be praised. Glory and honour are in his pre­
sence ; strength and gladness are in his place.”

A song like this throws light on the whole 
Hebrew economy of precept and worship. By 
some it has been regarded as an austere, repel- 
lant system, severe in temper, and shadowed by 
an ever-watchful and recompensingGod, guard 
ed by a law vast and terrific in its sanctions ; a 
burdensome bondage, in which the swing o 
perfect liberty was unknown. But Hebrew 
worship was largely festal. Praise was promi­
nent. In this it surpassed all other religions 
before or since the time of David. The Psalms, 
it is true, breathe a penitential spirit and voice 
the feelings of a contrite heart, but, pre-emi­
nently, they are jubilant and grateful in their 
temper. Their inspiring joy shoots up from a 
vigorous root. That joy had its throne in the 
temple and in the sanctuary ; in the rude, hum­
ble tent where rested the sacred ark as well as 
in the palace of the king. In the midst of power­
ful and envious empires the national unity of 
God s people preserved them—a unity inspired 
alone by their strong, radical, religious life 
Nothing else would have enabled them to with­
stand the adverse circumstances of their con- 
dition.

.Now, we all need enthusiasm and vigor in 
our work. It is, however, a rare thing to find
Ymîth anfan abldl1"g’ cont»nuous experience. 
Youth, of course, has freshness and freedom
Its ardent hopefulness colors everything, just as 
we and when, looking at distant objects through 
a lens not perfectly achromatic, we see theKm 
fringed with prismatic tints—a rainbow bril­
liancy which does not belong to the objects 
themselves. There are objects in life thaMos^
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We do find, not a transient glow, an occasional 
enthusiasm, but an abiding joy, as we C0J“
under the power of the religion of Christ 2! 
you ask how this is to be maintained ? °

1. We find it in the entire relief from solici­
tude as to the future, which the grace of God 
imparts. If we do not accept that grace th 
weight of that great eternity at hand must rest 
on us with even more of burdening power than 
on the heathen. Their conception of this 
solemn and august truth was not as vivid as 
ours is. It did not bring so urgent a pressure 
as it does to us, before whose eyes Christ has 
unfolded the awe-inspiring panorama of the 
future. He offers an absolute assurance of 
heart as to the good we are to gain and the 
loss we are to avoid. We may say, with all 
the emphasis of Paul, “ I am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have committed to 
him until that day. The willingness of Christ 
to be our care-taker is proved by every word 
and act of his life. He made a final expression 
of that readiness in hanging on the cross. Nor 
is his ability less distinctly declared. He is both 
willing and able. He is one with God. In his 
custody we are secure. The witness ot the 
Spirit in the heart, the progress of Christ’s 
kingdom in the world, and the exhibitions of 
heroic fortitude in the history of the Church, all 
confirm our confidence. “ He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him.” With 
the gleam of a Roman sword flashing over his 
heart, Paul could utter this sublime ejaculation 
of faith ; and we, too, can utter the same. In 
Christ we are safe. God’s punitive vengeance 
would strike him, if that were possible, before 
it would reach us. “ Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God’s elect ?” When there is 
eliminated from the view of the future all tear 
and doubt, the soul gains a mighty and an 
abiding impulse. We are not holding to the 
world with one hand and clutching the Cross 
with the other, dividing the spirit by its anti­
thetic relations ; but, wholly and heartily united 
to Christ, we enjoy the deepest and sweetest 
exhilaration of soul possible ; a gladness that 
ever breaks forth in song. It has been seen in 
the illustrious examples of missionary heroism 
and in the triumphs of martyrdom. It has 
been caught up and echoed through the ages, 
tt will finally mingle with the celestial song!

2. We realize this abiding strength and glad­
ness as we remember that we are working out 
God’s will concerning us in all that is done 
or borne by us. As he watched over Christ in 
the flesh, so God’s favor watches over us. No 
craft of traitor and no rage of demon can touch 
us. What we do or endure for him is as truly 
worship as is the song of seraphim above. The 
two mites, which were the widow’s living, be­
came a parable and pattern of charity. Paul 
toiling with his hands, a tent-maker, is honor­
ing God as truly as when on Mars Hill he ad­
dresses philosopher or senator. This thought 
ifts the soul with joyous power, dignifies and 

enriches life. Nothing is below God’s notice 
and regard. Love is more than genius ; love 
:>ives to work the beauty of praise. Every act, 
îowever trivial—eating, drinking, walking, ?r 
talking—every bargain made, every letter writ­
ten, every errand done or directed, may be thus 
exalted with the added lustre which love im­
parts. All life thus becomes a song, each day 
a stanza, each year a canto, rounding, finally» 
in the ethic completeness of heaven.

3- We are educated by what we do. There 
is a reflex in loving toil. The thought of de­
veloped character and of virtues daily nourish­
ed within us is calculated to give abiding joy* 
ousness andstrenghtolife. Pain brings patience.
■ • enl teaches courage. We learn not by read- 
ing so much as doing; not by hearing, but by 
attempting and enduring. We dig for roots, 
and fine gold. We fish for oysters, and find 
pearls. Our richest revenue, our most inesu®*


