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ors
in opposition to
Church. They express their conviction 
that the only moral power to legislate 
for Ohureh matters belongs to Convo­
cation, which ought to be the only jaunty humor, and "a quickness' of re-

the law of the I knew how to stave off every difficulty
that presented itself to him. He had 
an inexhaustible fund of animal spirits, 
an unfailing vivacity, an easy, airy,

partee, which was often of as much ser­
vice to him in the House of Commons 
as deeper qualities have been to other 
statesmen. As an illustration of the 
latter feature we may mention an in- |

Church Parliament. They ask for no 
monopoly of any one party in the 
Church, but take their stand on the 
right to worship Cod according to the 
dictates of their consciences and in agree­
ment with the principles and require- stance which happened to come within 

aments of the Book of Common Prayer. 1 our own knowledge. He was staying 
They therefore appeal to the Convoca- ! athissoatin Melbourne, near which lived 
tionnow assembled, for assistance in a stout, muscular gentleman, a little 
endeavoring to obtain the rights which given to inactivity, although claiming 
are generally understood to be the ! the possession of unusual skill in most 
comnon hentage of aU Englishmen, things. His small garden was remark- 
whether rich or poor. They conclude able just then, for the luxuriance of its 
by saying “ We beg further to repre- weeds. His Lordship passing it one 
sent to your Right Reverend House morning, inquired to whom it belonged, 
that by the action now being taken On being told the name of the owner he 
against the clergy, not only are your peti- immediately repeated the rhyme

ST“ A mtle garden fall of weed,,
endeavors to the worship of God, but A great man full of words and little deeds." 
those working men who love their -
Church, are deprived of much that is 
beautiful and which helps to give bright­
ness tad pleasure to their lives, which 
art oftentimes dreary enough already.”

Rome never recedes : that in other words, 
she marches onward.-, age after age, in 
her triumphs over the liberties and 
consciences of men, and in her un­
warrantable dogmatic assumptions ; 
while she has never yet been known to 
retrace a step once positively gained, 
and never yet been known to abate one 
of her pretensions. These pretensions 
have been so often and so universally 
insisted on, that it appears impossible 
they should not be pretty generally 
known. And therefore we are led to 
fear that it is not ignorance but dis­
honesty that has led some persons, both 
in England and Canada, to make the use 
they have made of so ridiculous a 
rumeur, which they must know, could 
not possibly be true. The letter itself 
addressed to Cardinal Manning And 
signed Presbyter Anglicamts, is now 
believed to have been written by a mem­
ber of the reWjious association, called by 
the Bishop of Peterborough, “the Joint 
Stock Persecution Company ;” and rite 
success can hardly have astonished any 
one more than the writer himself.

V

The omrsmue of Lord Palmerston’s 
statue in the gardens of Parliament 
Square, has given an opportunity for 
journalists to dilate on some of the moat 
remarkable peculiarities of this states­
man and diplomatist. He was perhaps 
better known as a diplomatist than a 
statesman, inasmuch as few of the greet 
events of Europe transpired within half 
a century before his death, which were 
not more or less modified or influenced 
by hemalf. He was an Englishman, 
or rather the living impersonation of 
Great Britain, and his name was 
equally known and respected among the 
Carliste of the Spanish Mountains, 
•cross the deserts of Syria, and over the 
Pampas of South America. The honor 
of England lay near his heart ; he had 
an neteoea aside m the greatness of the 
Empire. Hr was the most popular 
minister of the generation now passing 
•way : not an orator like Chatham, 
Burke, or Grattan, but an unrivalled 
feeder of the House of Commons. He 
18 generally believed to haive
pteeentod &
a combination «eateM* 
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humor, though the quantity of Irish 
blood I in his veins must be 
very slight, with that solid 
common sense iund staying power, 
which are generally regarded as 
peculiarly English. His temperament 
maJ therefore be considered eminently 
national or imperial. Whether he was*

The letter to Cardinal Manning 
about admitting the Ritualistic clergy 
to the Roman communion on easier 
terms than usual, it is now more evi­
dent than ever, was a canard. That it 
should have been so successful, consider­
ing its intense absurdity, is certainly 
wonderful. That it should have 
brought to light the extreme ignorance 
that prevails both in England and 
America, about the essential character 
of the Roman system, is not less sur­
prising ; for men who evidently wish to 
be considered intelligent, and can see 
the foul taint of Romanism in every 
color of nature, and in every return to 
primitive ritual or teaching, have lost 
no time in swallowing the bait. And 
that it should have been so greedily 
devoured by scandal mongers and so 
extensively utilised by sensational plat­
form speakers, clearly indicates the 
great dearth that exists, of the kind 
of material most suitable for them 
to work With. Can it be possible that 
those who have made use of this story 
are not aware of the fact that Rome 
does not admit the validity of English 
Orders, that Rome demands absolute 
submission, an unconditional surrender 
of every faculty of the soul t Can they 
have forgotten the reply officially sent 
to >• Dr. Gumming, the Presbyterian 
minister in London, previous to the 
Vatican Council of 1670 f On that 
occasion a general invitation was ad­
dressed to the whole of Christendom. 
Dr. Camming and others expressed 
their detire to be present.and argne 
the question. The reply made was 
that this would be impossible ; that

At the bscbnt Bums’ anniversary en­
tertainment in Edinburgh, Professor 
Blackie recommended the Clergy, in­
stead of declaiming against amusements, 
to take a hint from the person who got 
up that entertainment, and give sacred 
exhibitions similar to what they had just 
seen, which consisted of illustrations of 
the works of ifi^ poet. He asked why 
they should not have the life of King 
David, with scenery from Palestine, and 
some one to lecture on his life and char­
acter. He thought too, there wouli.be 
nothing profane in singing the Psalms of 
David, in order to complete the illustra­
tion. If the learned Professor could 
provide us with the music King David 
used in his days, it would no doubt be a 
treat of no common order. He thought 
the Clergy would do more service to the 
cause of religion by leaving off the stale 
declamation against theatres and danc­
ing, and providing instead thereof 
public amusements upon which * 
of saoredness could be put. He 
not appear to have referred to the 
Passion play of Obergammau, which pro­
bably would not have met with his 
entire approval, as tending to produce 
irreverence for the most sacred *nd most 
Divine features of our redemption. The 
Professor further expressed the pride it 

"would give him if he thought he should 
ever see the day when some great Pro­
fessor would reproduce all the great 
Greek tragedies, represented with proper 
scenery, dresses, and decorations. But 
the idea was far too good to be realised, 
the tendency of men’s minds had become 
far too utilitarian and too worldly for that. 
He would like to know how the nobleHe would like to know now me no Die 
ereaftions of Homer. Eorim^q»^ Sopho­
cles, audÆschylus could be better 
ed on the mind than by such pictoriatitius- 
trations as they had then witnessed at­
tended,with proper scenery, dnessess, and 
decorations, - The learned Professor, 
immured within his college walls, ap­
pears not to have the slightest idea of 
the supreme contempt mankind in gen-


