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conservative Wesleyan Committee of
Revision in England. There is a liter-
alness, and detail of tragic scene, un-
suited for poetic expression ; and in the
latter part, forming the twenty-fifth
bymn, there is an unwarranted esag-
geration of sentiment :

“ Help me to cateh Thy precious blood,
me (o taste Thy dying Ty

Then follows the stanza:

“ Give me .to feel Thy agonies,
One drop of Thy sad cup afford.”
The inappropriatness of the closing
lines would alone constitute & sufficient
vindication of the course pursued by
the Comittee.
“ My inmost bowels shall resent
The yearning of Thy dying love.”
The same kind of objection has been
urged as a reason for leaving out the
27th hymn,—on the Saviour’s passion :

« Break this stony beart of mine ;
Pour, mine eyes, a ceaselese flood ;

Feel, my soul, the pangs divine ;
Catch, my heart, the issuing blood- ”’
The 48th hymn has also heen omitted
from the Wesleyan Hymp Book ; and,
though the judgment of the Commit-
tee has been 1mpu gned, there cannot
be any propriety in, as sometimes bas

.| 288, has sublimity and force, but its

has been left out because of some e¢x-
ceptionable phraseology ; and because,
in abundance, we have Incarnation
hymos of a high order. Then follow,
in this list of excision, two others, 200
and 212, both of about equal merit,
omitted chiefly becanse of excess 1n
that particular class of bymnl.l T:;loi
tonewent hymao, ith pearl

ygnm!:l that orde;“ ‘ﬁc% bave Len
omitted, has been Jeft out for a very
sufficient reason. It was justly felt bythe
Committee that upon tne stupendous
themes of which they treat, there ought
to be faultless accuracy of expression.
“ When Israel out of Egypt came,”

distinctive qualities belong rather to
religious poems than to hymus avail-
able for sanctuary worship. The
plurality af persons in the Godhead, in
hymn 256, implicates “ Council” mys-
teries in a form soarcely warranted by
Bevelation. The poetic merit of
bymn 274—

“ 0 my old, my bosom-foe,

Rejoice not over me!
Oft-times thoa hast laid mc low,
And wounded mortally,”

put itlow down in the scale of de-
votional composition; and in some
lines it breathes a spirit of defiance un-

allusion to differemce between Moravian-

ism and Methodism—463 and 464

bave all been omitted for reasons |
Apart |
from objectionable elemeunts, and matt-

which we think will be obvious.
ers of detail in

standard of comgregational worship

Two other ' %m’ E:n:l;: -and standing in the ministry entitled him

King,” and

failed to vindicate their claim to con-
tioued position. The hymn for mast-

ers has no fitness for public service
aud most pharisaic would he be who

with complaceney, in private devotion,

could adopt the sentiment :

“ Inferiors, as a sacred trust,
I from the Sovereign Lord receive -’
and

“ As far from abjectness as pride,
With condescending dignity.”

The hymn next in order,

tion as in the previous case.

The quaintness of 487—
“Two are better far than one,”

and the unsingableness of 489, justify

ic merit, they do | ihe
pnot reach the level desirable for a

471,
amongst those published by Charles
Wesléy in his bymnal for his families,
in a measure is open to the same ubjec-
Baptis-
mal bymas have been all too few in the
«Collection ;” but the ritualism of 447 |and
forms a valid reason for its omission.

The position was assumed. and very
, | jastly, that the present system of inviting
| winisters to circuits, that obtained among

“ heartburnings,” and *“ dissatisfaction,”
both among ministers and circuits. Oa
t of ministers, it was shown that
whilé every brother stood before the Sta-
. | tioning Committee, on a footing of equal.
ity, to be assigned a place such as bis age

to ; that is to say, that while every brother
was at the disposal of the committee, ac-
errding to the usage of Methodism from
s | time immemorial : every brother did not
y | stand in such a position of equality, nor
was every brother at the disposal of the
Stationing Committee at all ; for the Sta-
tioning Committee was bound from im-
, | memorial usage, to entertain invitations
from independent circuits : provided they
paid the removal expenses of the invited
ministers : however these invitations were
obtained, and whether they represented
the congregations imeretwg or not. Thus
a favored ¢ of ministers stood every
year before the Stationing Committee :
already assigned to the best circuits:
while 1t could not be denied that a large
namber of good men and true, “ who had
purchased to themselves a good degree
reat boldness in the faith,” and who
bad lerge families dependent upon them,
were compelled to take such circuits as
were left, or were available, even though
—as was actually the care—some of those

us, was creating and fostering great |

circuite bad asked for voung men and |

. in the cosmopulitan lan-
| guage of 1ts revered founder, to consider
*The world as its rish.” The time
; bopored old way of the Stationing Com-
| mittee chusen by the Conference, seleot-
ing for each minister his field of labor
for three years, is a system that is co-ex-
istent with the Church, and has been
found to suit the interest of Methodism
80 admirably, that if it should be, in the
least degree departed from, it will appear
to the viSt fumber who are receiving
spiritual food from her eommuvion, as if
a surrender had been made of one of the

efficiency 1mpaired.

We bave reason to believe tbat, this
new fangled idea of invitations, is more
popular among the ministers as a body
than among the laity. If the Conference
continues to encourage this movement,
it will ere long, we fear, more than on the
borns of uu awkward dilemma—the nature
of the movement being of such a charac-
ter, as to create jeslousies among
the ministers, as well as in the circuits,

Entertsining these views rerpecting
this matter, we bope the appending Con-
ference, will take sach steps with refer-
ence to this question, as shall stay its
progress, and roll back the little: tide of
opinion that is beginning to run in that
direction—to the old way of detailin
tueir staff—and tbereby save the churcg
as Ja whole from what may threaten its
spiritual and financial decline,

{ March 5, 1830. NoxN-INvITER.

grand features of the church, and ber -

suited for congregational worship. The
« David and Goliah” hymh—

“ Who is thia gigantic fo
That proudly stalks alon

could only raise enough when supplement- | - }

ed by all the grant available to pay the TRIBUTE To THE PRINCIPAL OF THE

expenses of such young men. The in-| ,
justice of this was keenly felt. | LADIES’ AcCADEMY, SACKVILLE.—Ibe B

These were some of the grounds of com - | fullowing letter so creditable to the writer, {

been done, asked congregations to sing :

« With solemn delight I survey
The corpse, when the spirit 18 fled,
In love with the beautiful clay, .

their exclusion. The Unity bymn, 490,
with many very inferior lines, contains
some good verses ; and though at first
marked for excision, the proposal was
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And longing to lie in its stead.”

The 53rd hymn, “On the death of a
Widow,” “The soul hath o’er taken
ber mate,” in the Wesleyan revision
bas also been replaced by a eomposi-
tion of grater utility. There has been,
on the other side of the Atlantic, an
occasional complaint that the Hymn
Book bas “come from the hands of the
revisers bereftof familiar and favourite
bymns.” But whatever value, in a
book of devotiomal poetry. to which
properly these compositons belong,
mizht be assigned to them, there were
valid reasons for excision from a book
of congregational bymnody. Two or
three Judgment hymos, 58, 60 and 64,
capable of misconstruction, have been
replaced by others upon the same sub-
jeet: equally impressive, and with, per-
baps, more saccuracy of Seriptural ex-
pression. The 90th hymn, a portion ot
Charles Wesley’s parapbrase of a chap-
ter in Isaiash—added afser Mr. Wesley's
death, of no special worth in its abbre-
viated form—coataining such verses as

“ The Rise and Ead, the First and Last,

The Alpba and Omega I;

Who coald, like Me, ordain the past,
Or who the things to come descry ?

Foolish is all their strife, snd vain,
To invade the propert diviae; )

*Tis mine the work nndone to exglun.
To call the future now is mine,

has been omitted to make room for &
more useful hymn. In the next excis-
ion, hymn 64, there are elements of sub-

. o - . ) suffi-iently accounted for in the
lumty ; but all of Bpecml value, in un ?::t that the four verses of which it is

compose:! s,
different compositions.

exceptionable style for purposes of con-
gregational worship, has been brought
out in other hymns of the same class.

The waat of symmetry, apd some other
defects of the 868th hymn—

Overlooks the crowd below,
In birazen armour strong ?“—

comprises fifty-six lines; aad 263,
another-hymn of the same style and
sentiment, contains nine stanzas. Tley
bave failed through a whole century to
make good their position; and the
valuable space obtained by their ex-
cision can be utilized for the introduc-
tion of hymns that bave stroek home to
the heart of the Cburch. Hymn 310
expresses essentia! truth, but in objec- |

subsequently entertained for admitting
it in an abbreviated form. In 496, the
three stanzas are allof inferior quality ;
and the.e are some other hymns—513,
« Jesus, with kindest pity see”’—517,
¢ Christ our Head "—524, “ Our friend-
ship sauctify and guide ”"—531, * Christ,
whose glory fills the skies”—538, in

{ionable form:
« Into a world of ruffians sent,
1 walk on hostile ground ;

And ravening wolves, surround ”

Isaiah xxxVv.—
« Where the ancient dragon lay.

could be safely omittcd, on the ground |
that the previous hymn contained am-
ply suffic ent 10 that strain. 8 '
of bywn 862, Mortification of Sinful |
Sense, is good; but dnfelicity of ex-
pression constitutes & warraot of ex-
cision : )
« Witbhold whate’er my flesh requires;
Puison my pleasant food;
Spoil mv delights, my vain desires,
My ail of creatare-good.”

« Father, see this living clod "—

asre taken from a&s many
A somewhat

Two others, 94 and 98, speak for them- | po

selves ; and there can be little doubt

nderous bymn, 382—

to which on purely doctrinal greunds
exception was taken:
“Your debt H: bath paid, Your work He

and

a power which bas been felt in con-
gregational worship. It has been de-
cided, therefore, that with certain im-

verbal alterations, it mwight still hold
a place with other glorious “ Atone-
« () great mountain, who art thou ?”— ment ” hymaus.

which occurs the singunlar lipe:

« Glide with down upon thy feet.”’—

which have, principally on the ground
of low poetic grade, been omutted.

The chief interest in regard to revis- |
| ion centres in the “Collection ; ” and it
Wild buman bears on slaughter bent, | has been thought expedient to indicate
| very fully the extent and groups of
b kiasé oh | revision.
Toe second part of the parap f Want of space precludes the possibil-
ity of ¢xtending the same kind of re-
" | view to tbe Supplement.
Open for thyself a way '— cases hymns which in that section were
[mrked for omission in the Montreal
! list, have, upoa re-consideration, been
The spirit | retained. There was one hymn:

Ia a few

“ All ye that pass by
To Jesue draw nigh.

bath done;”

« Aquitted I was,
When he bled on the cross.”

The bymn bas unique qualities, and

1tant omissions, and with some

plaint as they effected miuisters, which
lead tv an effot t - sweep away, invitations
altogether. Tleave it to w-n among us—as
I think there are still some remaiving who |
love and respect Methodist ministers and |

them very bighly in love for tbeir works
sake,” to judge as to whether these
grounds of complaint are entitled to any
respect or consideration ? or as to whether
the Mcthodist Chnrch ought t) remove
them ?

| 1 forbear to do more than touczh the
lqnest.iun. as to bow the dependent cii-
| cait,s who were not able to .nvite thon
winisters, because they were not able t

{ al “expenses, looked upon the ministers

| sent to them. Tney bad not an equal
choice in their ministers. Could 1t be
wonered at if they did not feel au equal |
interest in them ? Tueir ministers weie |
forced up n them.

Che wiiter is mot blind to the difficulties |
involved ia the qoestion ; but be thinks it
fair to state the bictoric grounds of the |
late attempt to sweep away a system
franght with * heartburming” among
M-thodist ministers and people. All be
bas affirmed is invulved in the oiiginal
discussion in Conference ; and is brought
vat with more or less force, by different
speakers; and bas since bcen freely dis-
cussed in Methodist circles.

Asto A. W. N.'s statement that all de- |
pendent eircuits may now claim the right
to invite their ministers without the fear
of paying their removal expenses. Does
be not see that evea if the Conference
Resolation made it lawful— shich it does
not : for it is only a law in anticipation—
subject t» the approval of the Quarterly
Boards, it woald aggravate raiher than
remove the grievance : for it may be fair-
ly presumed, that a majority of depend-

ters : and then they most soff-r l,ss in |

their grants, by t

payment of removal
cxpenses of

|

| a8 well as 8u justly complimentary to
| the Principal of the Institaution, to whom

'it is addressed, fully explains itself :—

SackvIiLLe, N.B., March 2.

their iamilies as aclass, and who ** esteem | To Rev. Dr. Kennedy, Principal of the Ladies’

Academy, Sackville.
My DeAr 518 : As I am about to l-ave
Sackvilic, | wish thiongh the Telegraph
| 1 *wspaper, to thank you and the staff of
| trache 8 10 tbe Sackville Academy for
| the ki.ducss Woich my daughter May,
and .n.’ ueice R&)s", hl"'f I‘L‘CL‘AVG; Wﬂ“e
paptls 1u tuat Instituuon.
L Lave, a3 you know, frequently attend-
Ped tne classes of which wy guls were

| pay their salaries : wmuch less tueir rewov- | wewbers thea tangbt by Miss Bennett,

{and by M ss Juckson, and by Miss Woit-

ficld. I bave been struck with tbe lady-

| iike tune of the pupils, the very unusual

good order whicu prevailed, the persever-
ing and deterumined woral force exerted
in wachig and stimalating the more
inert pupls. In matb waics, I was as-
tonished st the auswering of their young
ladiwe-., csp-cigily 1u the slgebra class.
The Eug 18h bistny cluss was especuaily
satisiaclory o uie; the gils seemed to
ree 1z, 10 4 vary unusual degree the life
and spirit of the vailous cias of oar his-
tory. Miss Wuirti-id’s success in wak-
ing my giris nuderstany grammar has
neen @ bencfit we sball not sou forget.
Miss Benuett’s class n 1hetoric was more
sutellizent 1o the geueral answering tban
the zlasses in most Uuiversities, and above
all, Dr. Keunedy, you. Eaglish literature
¢lass, showe | the working of this ad:nira-
bl a:ademy in carrying to the highest
puint tbe work of female culture, The
woral tone of this academy bears witness
to the firm will aad evnscientious care of
its Priucipal. and as a Cburch of England
dlergymen, [ could wish my daughters
aud-r no better moral and Biblical

ept circuits will not invite their minis- | teaching.

I aw, dear sir, yours truly,
CHARLES PeLHEAM MUur~

those dependent circuite From the St John Daily Telegraph,




