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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES ABOUT THE 
KINGDOM OF JUDAII.

B. C. 707. Lesson vi. The Captives 
in Babylon ; or, Favor for the 
Faithful. Dan. 1.817. May 12.

explanatory.
Verse 8. Daniel. One of the noblest 

personages in .Bible history, eminent for 
his exalted rank, bis pure character, and 
his high inspiration. He belonged to a 
noble, perhaps to a branch of the royal 
family in Judah, and was in the company 
of the princes who were carried captive 
to Babylon in the reign of Jeboiakim, B. 
C. 607, probably as hostages for the good 
conduct of those left behind. At the 
court of Nebuchadnezzar, his talents and 
chat acter, aided by the favor of God, 
brought him into notice and honor. He 
interpreted the visions of the great king, 
and was advanced to high position, which 
he retained through all the changes of 
dynasty, until the reign of Cyrus. He 
lived to witness the return of his people 
from captivity, B. C. 536, but from his ex­
treme age remained in Chaldea until his 
death, which must have taken place soon 
after. Purposed in his heart. It was a 
solemn, deliberate resolution, springing 
from the conscience, and fixed in the will. 
Noble deeds spring from noble détermina 
tions. What every age needs is young 
men like Daniel, who “ dare to do right.” 
Notice how this one man’s purpose influ­
enced others to the same course. Would 
not defile himself. 1. Because the Jewish 
law was very strict in reference to food, 
and the royal tables contained meats un» 
ceremonially “ unclean.” 2. At every 
banquet an oblation of food and drink 
was offered to the gods, thus making the 
pavtaxers worship idols. 3. The food was 
often a part of idol sacrifices, hence to 
eat it would indirectly sanction idolatry. 
4. The rich food of the palace tended to 
excess and corruption of morals. The 
luxury of Babylon was a great cause of 
its fall. 5. The purpose of tne king may 
have been to make these young Jews sat­
isfied with the place and forgetful of their 
own land. 6. Perhaps Daniel deemed 
banqueting and feasting unsuitable in 
captives who were in secret mourning for 
Zion. The urine. Drunkenness led to 
Babylon’s overtnrow .- for it was captured 
by Cyrus while the guards were intoxi­
cated at a feast. The youths of our land 
can make no better resolution than to ab­
stain from every thing that can lead to 
intemperance. Every year twelve hun­
dred millions of dollars are spent in the 
United States for strong drinks, and sev­
enty thousand people perish per annum 
as the results of its use. Requested. A 
gentle, respectful address may accompany 
a firm purpose—“ the velvet glove over an 
iron uand.” The utmost courtesy ia not 
inconsistent with the strongest will. 
Prince of the eunichs. Named Ashpenaz. 
He was the officer in charge of the young 
princes, and responsible to the govern­
ment for their health and safety.

9,10. God had brought. Whatever 
honor and affection we receive from men 
is the gift of God ; for which he should be 
praised, and not ourselves be flattred. 
Favor and tender love. The gentleness 
and attractive character of Daniel, aided 
by the rare personal beauty of Daniel 
(verse 4) gained affection. We should 
aim for such a character as will not only 
please God, but will also win the regard 
of men. I fear my Lord. The king, hav­
ing given orders concerning the food of 
the young men, might be enraged if he 
found his commands disobeyed, and, af­
ter the arbitrary manner of Oriental des­
pots, without stopping to ascertain all the 
facts, might send the officer at once to the 
scaffold. Worse liking. Looking not so 
well. Children. Here, as frequently in 
the Bible, used to denote young men. Of 
your sort. Of your class or circle.

11,12. Melzar. Not a proper name, 
but an official title, signifying " steward."’ 
He was the officer in charge under Ash 
penaz. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 
Daniel's three companions, whose names 
had been changed by the king of Shad- 
racb, “ messenger of the king.” Mes- 
hach, “ a ram.” or “ servant of the god 
Sheshach.” Abed-nego, “ servant of the 
god Nego.” Prove. Put the matter to 
test. The faith which comes from per­
sonal experience is built upon the strong­
est foundation. Pulse. A general term, 
expressing anything grown from seeds, 
hence used with reference to all kinds of 
vegetable food. Water. A wise choice, 
in preference to the brain-consuming 
liquors of the king’s table. the people 
of oar land would try the same test, half 
a million paupers apd thirty-five million 
de&am spent in their support every year 
w°uld be saved by the nation. _ ( Teacher, 
u*ge.y«?ur clae»_ to jojw, “ Daniel’s 
perance Society”)

13,14. Be looked upon. A fair test, 
to place these young abstainers beside 
those who partook of the royal banquets, 
and see which company presented the 
most healthy and vigorous appearance. 
No pe rson who avoids intoxicants, ever 
need dread comparisons with those who 
indulge in worldly dissipations. He con­
sented. A courteous request obtained 
favor which might have been denied to a 
peremptory demand. Proved them. They 
lost the delights af the banquets, the 
company of the revellers, the toothsome 
viands, and the delicious wines. They 
gained vigor of body, freshness of com­
plexion, and strength of mind. It is an 
old saying that, “ Loaden stomachs make 
leaden brains.” Their consciences were 
kept in peace, their God was honored, and 
their companions held them in respect,) |

15, 16 Fairer and fatter. The face 
is often the mirror of the soul. The 
glutton, the drunkard and the debauchee 
carry the stamp of their deeds upon their 
features. A depraved character corrupts 
even the flesh which covers it. The fair 
faces and vigorous frames of these young 
men came partly from their simple diet, 
partly from their pure life, but more than 
all else from the blessing of their God. 
“ A crust of God’s carving is better than 
a banquet of onr own providing.”—Beadle. 
Took away the portion. Thus the ten days’ 
trial deepened into their habit for three 
years, at the expiration of which time 
they were presented to the king.

17. God gave them knowledge. 
Though their strength of intellect and 
literary acquirements were the result of 
hard study, yet it was the gift of God.
| Teacher, look to God for power to under­
stand, to instruct and to apply his word !] 
Learning and wisdom. One word means 
information, the other skill in the use of 
it. Not every learned man is a wise man. 
Understanding in all visions. Ooheiro- 
mancy, or the interpretation of dreams 

was a subject of study among the Chal­
dean sages, who had reduced it to a sci­
ence, with certain fixed rules. By divine 
power this young Hebrew captive obtain­
ed a knowledge far surpassing theirs, who 
deemed themselves masters of their art. 
Dreams. At this time dreams and visions 
rarely possess any significance, being gen­
erally the vagaries of thought during 
sleep. But in ancient days, before the 
Scriptures were folly written, or the 
Spirit of God so abnndadtly bestowed, in 
the darkness of nature, God gave to men 
the flickering light of an insti action 
through these means. We do not pos­
sess it, because we do not need it, having 
a more sure guide.

Golden Text : A good understanding 
have they all that do hie commandments. 
Psa. Ill, 10.

Doctrinal Suggestion : Fidetxty to
conscience.

The next lesson is Dan. 2, 36-45.

Impurities of the Blood.—The de­
cided alterative action of Robinson’s 
Phosphorized Emulsion of Cod 
Liver Oil with Lactophosphate of 
Limb adapts it in a remarkable degree 
as a blood purifier well worthy of the 
trial of those suffering from a diseased 
condition of the circulating fluid. The 
unsightly blotches, pustules and pimples 
that disfigure the face and neck, as well 
as other portions of the body, of so many 
persons, are indications of a diseased 
state of the blood induced by, as well as 
associated with, depraved nutrition, feeble 
digestion and imperfect assimilation. 
The continued use of the Phosphorized 
Emulsion invariably cleanses the blood 
from all these impurities and restores the 
system to a state of healtbfnlness that is 
manifested in increased constitutional 
vigor, mental activity and lightness and 
buoyancy of spirits. Price $1 per bottle ; 
six bottles for $5. Prepared only by J. 
H. Robinson, Chemist, St. John, N.B., and 
for sale by Druggists and General Dealers.
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MACDONALD & CO

IMPORTERS OF CAST AND

MALLEABLE IRON PIPE,
With Fittings of every description.

BRASS AND COPPER TUBES, SHEETS ETC-
steam AND,VACUUM GAUGES, HAND AND POWER UMPS.

Rubber Hose and Steam Packing.
MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS °

ENGINEER BRASS FITTINGS.
Also—The heavier description of

SPRING STOCK.

FOR^STEAMS HIPS, RAILWAYS, TANNERIES,l ETC.

STATIONERY.
Per “ Devocia” lrom Glasgow we hare just re­

ceived
lO CASKS ASSORTED

STATIONERY,
which is offered Wholesale and Retail at Low 

est Prices.
FOOLSCAP, LEGAL CAP, POTT. 

LETTER, NOTE, CREAM WOVE. 
CREAM LAID, Ruled or plain.

envelopes,
COMMERCIAL OFFICIAL COURT sizes.

Foreign JLinnear
Water Lined, in 5 quire packages, white or asso: • 

ted colors.
Iilnnear Envelopes;.

TO MATCH—4 packages, 100 Envelopes, in a 
^eat Box. white or assorted colors.

„ , . SEW STYLE SPECIAL.
flosribbto 172 Barrington Street,..................... Halifax. ’"“«"4J”110"101

^*cw tVunniercial and New

ENVELOPES to match Albany and Rutland 
Court sizes.

Commercial and New Official Ordinary Shape.

Brunswick Note and Envelopes,
(Rough surface) in Boxes—each box contains " 

quires Note and 2 Packages Envelopes square 
and ordinary shape.

8TUBL PENS,
Collins & Sons, No. 746 in Gross Boxes 
Bough, Ready and Expert, in quarter gross boxes 
Brunswick, Imperial, Crown, and Royal in quarter 

gross boxes.

Mourning Note & Envelopes. 
Dollar Bill and Manuscript Cases.

Six Different Sizes.

irisiTijYG ejattns,
Ladies and Gents sizes. Printed to order, 

if desired, at short notice.

MEMORANDUM BOOKS,
In Great Variety at low rates per dozen.

STEPHEN'S CELEBRATED INKS,
In Quarts, Pints and Small Sizer.

GOLD PENS, EAGLE LEAD PENCILS, 
PENHOLDERS,

PENCIL and INK ERASERS.
METHODIST BOOK ROOM,

125 Granville St., Halifax, N.S.

Victoria Steam Confectionery Works,
WATERLOO STREET,

We call the attention of WHOLESALE DEALERS and others
to our STOCK OF

PURE CONFECTIONS
Some of which will be found entirely new to the trade. We invite their insrec 

tion and solicit a share of their Katronage.

J. R. WOODBURN & CO.,
Victoria Steam Confectionery Works, Waterloo St.. St. John

N.B.,
R. WOODBURN. (dec. lfi> g_ pt jfERB.

“METHODISM “

MSTIBI BRITISH WHIM.”
Being a History of the Rise and Progress of Methodism in Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas, 
with collateral facts and characters in these Provinces, down to the year 1813. 
The Second Volume, now being prepared by the Author, will bring the History 
down to the period of Union—1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high 
literary standing—have pronounced this the best History Nova Scotia has ever 
produced.

The Book has been put in the Market at a price which covers but little 
more than the actual -expense incurred by the author in its publication.

The stylo is clear, methodical and often eloquent. As an accurate epitome 
of dates and circumstances, it has been verified by competent judges.

Sold, or sont post-free, at $1.50. 
and the trade, at the

Discount to Minisors, Sabbath Schools

mete
125 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX, N.S.

LIBERAL TERMS TO AGENTS
NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

This work will be found a most interesting volume, especially to Methodists. The 
time for its appearance had fully come. Such works as Mr. Smith’s, connect them 
selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the denomi 
nations whose careers they describe but to every one interested in tracing the rise 
and progress of a people.—Reporter, Halifax.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one organization, 
this history of Mr. Smith’s is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better 
acquainted with the origin and history of Methodism in the East, and thus bring them

consolidated into snization,

Mothers.—Have you delicate weakly 
children who are always taking cold and 
subject to Cramp ? Remember, there ne­
ver was a case of Croup which did not or­
iginate in a cold ? Allen’s Lung Ba' 
lsam is your remedy.

i origin and history _
into closer sympathy with the work of our brethren in the East. A fuller knowleds 
of that work will be a bond of fraternity and unity. The volume is highly creditable 
to both the author and the publisher. It is got up in good style. We bespeak for it 
a wide circulation among the readers of the “Guardian”—Guardian, Toronto.

It woulcLbe a means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our 
i ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Rev. C. Stewart, D. D. Prof, oj 

Theology, Mt. Allison. •
Is invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It opens 

rith a judicious chapter on the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and then, 
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the evangelistic efforts end operations of the 
Methodists, lrom 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently^ 
work.
We trust 
to prosecute 
Witness.

It is needless to say that the book is interesting, especially so to our Methodist 
friends. While the main object kept in view by the author has been to present an 
authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in 
his narrative many historical facts of a general character, bearing upon the condition 
of the country socially, morally and religiously, which are calculated to render it val­
uable as a history to people generally as well as to Methodists. The book is deserv­
ing pf a wide circulation and careful perusal.—i

with a judicious chapter on the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and then,
* - ~ -------- ——------e *'-----------effortsend operations of the

__ ___________ _ bestowed great pains on this
It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample justice to the subject, 
it his services will be heartily appreciated and that he will thus be encouraged 

a task for which he seems peculiarly well qualified.—Presbyterian

-Chronicle, Halifax.

AGENTS WANTED. For the Book that Sells1

HOME MEMORIES.
A work brim full of the choicest reading in the 

English language. Bright and Cheerful through­
out. W ise counsel and rare entertainment for 
old and young. In everything it is varied, plea­
sant, suggest ive, truthful. A book to create and 
efine taste, to fill Head and Heart at the same 

time. Rare chance for men and women to make 
money. Address

J. C. McCurdy and Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

NEW SCHOOL BOOKS
THH!

MARITIME READER.
All Numbers of the latest Editions arc in Stock. 

Large Discount to Teachers and Dealers. 
Retail Price as follows :

First Primer, 32 p p............................price 3 cts
Second Primer, 64 pp........................ << (j «
First Book, 104 pp. extra Fcapcolth.. “ lfl «• 
Second Book, 168 pp. extra Fcap cloth “ ~ 23 “ 
Third Book, 200 pp. extra Fcap cloth “ 30 “ 
Fourth Book, 232 pp. extra Fcap cloth “ 38 “ 
Fifth Book, 288 pp. extra Fcap. cloth “ 45 “ 
Sixth Book, 352 pp. extra Fcap. cloth « 50 “
National Drawing Books....... .......... .............. fa:
Collins Analysis of Sentences (Elementary) 15c
Collins Elementary Geography....................... ..
Collins Cheap Atlas of Modern Geography 

consisting of Twenty-four Maps, Full 
Colored......................................................30c

SBBBNLEAFS ARITHMETICS.
New American Edition with additions and im­

provements.
The Elcmcntanr.................................0 50
The Common School........................ 0.75
The New Practical............................0.75

Books sent by Mail Postage 4 cents per pound.]
METHODIST BOOK ROOM.

HYMNAL!
SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION.

JUST PUBLISHED
—AT THE—

HALIFAX BOOK ROOM
A Smaller and cheap edition of “ THE HYM­

NAL ” prepared by members ot the Eastern 
Section ot the General Conference Book Crmmittee, 

and published at the Book Room in February last.
The Larger Edition has been well received, and 

is used in Prayer and Social Meetings on our prin­
cipal Circuits. A number of excellent hymns nave, 
by special request, been included in the 8. S. 
edition.
- In contents, size, type and binding, it is more 
suitable for our schools than any book on sale. And 
its very low price, compared with such bool s pub­
lished elsewhere, brings it within reach of all.

Price in Cloth limp Cover», single copy, Sets. 
Per dozen, 65cts.

The larger Hyrnmtl is still ou sale—In Cloth 
oards. 20<;t in Papir IScts.

Honor from Europe.—It ia conced­
ed on all aides that Dr. Ayer’s Pilla are 
above comparison with other medicines. 
Uniting the beat elements known to the 
chemift they are particularly effective 
against the numerous stomachic disorders 
for which they are recommended as a 
cure. These Pills are so mild, yet search­
ing, that they are often prescribed by 
doctors who otherwise do Mot favor patent 
medicines. Indeed, witK*f fruits ofDr 
Ayer’s genius in the eh*pe éf PiHa, 8er- 
eaparilla, Ague Om-e ââd Ohm, Pecter- 

one might wUh
tbrougg the swamps of ttnpionl AUJnoa,

thé-interior ofAfrictt Amsterdam Mens 
van den Dag.

It wifi do good both to

Its typographical appearance reflects credit upon the establishment from which it 
emanates. The work is ably written, and the information to be derived from it is in­
valuable. —Repo rter, Fredc ricto n.

Vfe recommend our readers to procure it for themselves, 
their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to be in every Methodist Sabbath School, side by side with the 
first books in realmerit.—Rev. D. D. Currie.

Agents Wanted for Dr. 
Night Scenes in the Bi- March’s Works

bje. Home Life in the Bible, and oui 
Father's House.

If our readers want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorious triumphs , 
let them procure this book. We trust that it will have a wide circulation, especially , XA 
among those for whom it is chiefly written.—Recorder, London. u J

No Books ever published have received such um 
versai approval from the Press, Ministers and lead 
ing men everywhere. The choice readings, fine 
steel engravings, and superb bindings, make them 
welcome j* every Home. One .Saui-le Sells All. 
Sena for terms. Being a paying business at once.

i. c. XcCUMY h Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

Elegant Mixed Cards, with name, l.’Djcjat*

The Churches in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and the 
Bermudas hare found a painstaking historian In Mr. Watson Smitii, who traces their 
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings ot the pioneer missionaries 
with lQ^io$ Cfre.—yBfcorner, London.- . . . _ ... . .. ,

Agent’s Outfit 10c. Scary Bros 
ford, CL
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