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British Conference.

(A Letter from Rev. Dr. Richey, to the
Editor of the Boston Ciristian Times.)

Newcastre-uronN-Tyne, England,
July 3lst, 1851, }

Reverenn Dr. Cuouvres:— My dear
Friend :—Your personal application to me
for a letter or two, in respect 1o the proceed-
ings of our Conference, and the course that
it might be led by existing agitations, to
mark out for its future guidsnce in the ad-
ministration, or by the mod.fication, of its
disciplive and polity, — was made under
circumstances which rendered it impossible
for me to say, Nay. ‘The delight | experi-
enced at meeting you so unexpeciedly in the

. N
picturesque metropolss of the French (1 had
almost said, military) Republic, secured
my uuhesitating acquiescence in giving the
pledge, which I must now, as best 1 may,
endeavor, to redeem,

T'he Conference has been only two days
in session, and therefore you cannot expect
this communication to contain a large
amount of information as to its doings ; but
as from the state of the atmosphere aud the
aspect of the heavens in the morning, we
are accustomed to anticipate with a proba-
bility that seldom disappoints, the kind of
weather we are likely to bave for the day ;
80 the spirit in which the Conference has
commenced, and the character of s preli-
minary and incipient action, afford vamis-
takeable indications of the rule by which it
is its unswerving purpose to walk. An en-
tire week, as you are aware, is annually
occupied by the sittings of various Com-
mitiees in connexion ‘with the iuterests of
our church, before the opening of Confer-
ence. All those commitiees, several of them
comprising many lay mewmbers, — were,
throughout, characterised by the utmost
harmony in epirit and action. [ ought not
to omit to apprize you that the Rev’d. Dr.
Beecham, our President during the past
year, summoned aboat two hundred ol she
more intelligent and wfluennal official mem-
bers of our Societies, 10 meet in Mauches-
ter a number of our tentor ministers, a few
days previous 1o the assembling of Confer-
euce, 1 order to confer with them as 1o the
best means ol aillaying the spint of agita-
tion which has already resulied in the di-
arinution of- our numbers to the atmount of
more than filty thousand.  Afier, at that
meeting, more than eighty propositious or
suggestions were submnued, 1t was, alier
much prayerlul deliberation, unanimously
resolved, 10 refer the whole subject 1o the
collecing wisdom of the Pastorate, with an
earnest recommendarion, that while they
ma ammed miact, the great constitutional
principies which he at the basis of our Con-
nexional economy, they would adopt auy
coneilintory modifications as 10 the mode ol
admmistration, 10 partiicular cases, that
might be decined expedient, at the present
crisis.  T'o tlus reasonable desire, there
exists, | believe, every disposition in the
leading mimisters of the Couference, to re-
spond ; and 1 the expressed wishes of 1he
most Liberal of our tanhful people are not
in ail respects met, it will be, because they
are [ li 10 be dissonamt 1o, and, however
good thewr design, subversive in their tea-
dency of our ascipline, which in all its es-
sential artinibutes, we believe (o be in per-
lect accordance with the New Testament.

The Mussionary Committee of Review,
as we techuically call it,—met according 11
usage, the day immediately preceding the
Conlerence,  As the assailauts of our peace
have directed their most unmitigated host-
Jity aganst our great Missionary lustitu-
tion, s meeting, in the composition ol
which there 18 a lair representation of the
sentiments and spitit of the laity of our
Church throughout ‘the kingdoin, is the
most anhiful mirror of the general state ol
our Socicuies. ‘T'his was a meeting not
ouly more than usually harmomous and
happy, but sliogether unprecedented in its
characier. — I'be lay brethren emulated
each otlier in the expression of their entire
confidence in the management of our Mis-
sions, and in the eminent caldinniated meu,
on whom has been devolved the~ouerous re-
sponsibilny of conducting their exiended
operatious.  Their concurrent testimony
was borue in words that burn, not uafre-

quently interrupted by profound and tender
emotion, and rendered pathetically empha-
tic by many tears. Such a meeting, assem-
bled on such an oceasion, so hallowed, so
ielting, so tranquil amidst exterior agita-
tion, so blessed, notwithstznding the malig-
nant efforis employed 1o disturb our peace;
in_a word, so heavenly aud heavenlike, |
have never witnessed. This is an auspici-
ous omen of the adequate voluntary support,
and by the blessing of God, of the trium-
phant progress of the work of salvation, by
the ministrations of Methodism,

On Wednesday, July 30th, the Coufer-

exercises. The first work was 1o supply
the chasm made by death or superanuation,
in the hundred members of Conference,
which is vesied by Mr. Weslev's Deed, the
property of the Connexion.. Of the 13 mmn-
isters who were advauced to this honor, 10
were elected on the ground of seniority,
and 3 by nomination,

The chapel was opened at 12 o’clock, as
is the custom for the admission of the pro-
ple, to unite with the mnisiers in prayers
for the divine blessing on the proceedings
of the Cooference.” It was a season of
power from on high. Seldom, perhaps,
since Abraham took hold of the strength of
Jehovah, in pleading for the cities of the
plain, has a voice of more fervent and effec-
tual intercession ascended to the mercy
seat. A pervading characteristic of the
prayers offered, was yearning compassion
towards those who are the agents of the di-
visive orgamization that has unhappily been
formed by false brethren, and towards those
whose souls—many of them sincere—who
have become the dupes of desigmung and
ambitions men.  Dr. Hlan~an, with whose
estimable character and high attainments
you are not unacquainted, was elected Pre-
sident by a large majority,—Messrs. Jokn
Lomas, Juhn Scott, and Dr. Alder, bemyg
the only other names with which was con-
nected a respectable number of votes, ‘I'he
selection of Dellannah 10 the highest office
in the Body by 157, amang about 220 vores
fully evinces that the Coulference is resolv-
ed, come what may, not to surrender its
scriptural authorny at the demand of un-
reasonable and disappoiuted men, by com-
prising principles lor the matenance of
which, in unimpaired integrity, they con-
scientiously feel their responsibility 1o the
llead of the church.

The second day’s sitting was distinguish-
ed by an accurrence and decision by wiich
the Conference has solemnly and delibe-
rately committed usell’ 1o the principle of
rejecting all proposals of conferring with
the antagonistic separatists 1 relation 10
any alteranions suggested by them as ne-
cessary to be made in our disciphne.  An
application from the, so call®d Delegates,
to that eflect, has been respectfully but
firmly answered i the uegative,  There 1s
an end, therefore, 1o all conumunication,
the way of connsel with them, or rather the
resolve is final never io apen such commu-
uwication with them. By some this will be
regarded, and by the antagonmist portion ol
the Press donbiless represented and denoun-
ced, as an unchantable and ish-handed
measure. But 10 have our good evil spoken
ol is not our peculiar mhernance. s a
stale device of the accuser of the brethren.

The examination of character is in our
hody an important part of us annual confer-
ennal proceedings No one has this year
questioned the #ight ot the Conference,w hen
1t chooses 1o exercise thar night, 10 merro-
gate 1w regard to any maiter inviting grave
suspic.ons agatust character, any minister ol
our Church who fhay himn'u to occupy
{that unenviable predicament.  Dr. Beau-
mont 1a consequence ol alleged dereliction
of duty, m not duly enfircing our discp-
hoe, was pronounced by a district mecting
iehyible for the present to the sugerinten-
dence of a circuit; and the minute i his
case has recewved the sanction of the Con
ference. Mr. Daciel Wilion has also in-
curred the censure of the Conference f r
the publicatton of a pampliet enttled—
“ Counsels of Peace,” but of which, how-
ever well 1ntentioned, the direct tendency
is- 1o add a fresh element to the agitation
which aims at the subversion of our entire
code of discipline.

‘T'he public services have been times of

TIHE WESLEY_AN.

ence was opened with the usual devotional®

refreshing from the presence of
and most of the sermons of a high order.—
T'hat of the President’s and Ex-President’s
are to be published, Dr. Bunting was put
down in the plan of pulpit appoin@nents to
preach on Sunday evening. He dvl me the
honor to say that he would acquiesce o the
desire expressed to connect his name with
the appommtment, with the distinct under-
standing that if he was unable through lus
infirmities to ofliciate, 1 should take his
place. It so accurred that neither he nor |

he was concerned, deeply felt by all ; aud
by noue more than by /
Yours, very respectfully, ¥
Marrnew Ricney.

Jamilp Circle.

A Sister's Influence.

A sister! This is one of the most ten-
der aud eudearing appellations in our lan-
gnage, and the relationship is one from
which flow some of the gentlest aud most
affectionate sympathies which sofien and
sweeten the tercourse of the family cir-
cle. No ues of consanguinity are more
delicate or more powerful than those which
proceed from and entwine themselves aronnd
the heart of a lovely and affectionate sister.
I'he names brother and sisters are enshrined
in the affections of every bosom, and can
never be seperated or forgotten.  And all
who bear these endeared and endearing
names ought to cherish in their hearts, and

inyg affections of them.

Whatever be the canse of the differ-
ence, It very often happens that the eisters
of a family are more virtuous, pious, amia-
ble, and exemplary, in all regpects, than the
brothers.  And no one can taml 1 obsery-
wy and rejmcing in that bemgn and pow-
ertul influrnce which many sisters exert
over their reckless and wayward brothers.
Sometimes the only earthly hope of a young
man s the gemal and plastic influence of
an affectionate sister. For her sake, and
under her influences, he will abstain from
vices, which, but for that auspicious influ-
euce aud regard, would disgrice her and
ran himsel; and would do things for his
own advantage, which, were 1t not for her
example, sausfaction, and gentle persua-
sions, he would never do.

Ste can entertain lnm and make him
happy at home, or induce him to accompany
her 1o the abodes of salutary and refined so-
cicty 3 in default of which, the haums of
mfamy, the abode of profhigacy, and the re-
sorts of dissipation, would be visited for re-
creation and indulgence.

She can gently and insensibly instil into
his muind the doctrines and precepts of re-
hgion; compel him 1o admire virtue and
prety by a loving and winmng exemphifica-
von of their heaveuly grace, in her own
character, conversanon, and life; and she
may prevagl upon him o accompany her to
the bonse of Gad, where he may hear the
words of eternal hife ; when, but for her, he
would shde into mfiaelity, learn 1o despise
and scoff at religion, and spend the Lord’s
dav i adleness, dissipation, and revelry.

This 1s not a mere picture of imagina-
tion, unattnnable o experience. It has
ofien been exemplified in real life; and
Lought 1o be 50 conmon as to be famihar 10
all.  Many sisters are more than guardian
angels to their brothers, and will be ascer-
tatned to have been such in a better world.
Oue sister, 100, may exert such an influence
equally bemgn and salutary over another,
and may prove to her more valuable than
all the rubies in the world,

Tlis holy influence over both brothers
and sisters ought 10'be the aim of all who
bear this appellation and sustain this sacred
relation, It ought 1o be acquired at 1he
earliest period possible ; and the easiest and
surest way to establish it is for the sister to
be herself virtuous, pious and intelligent,
affectionate, annable, and agreeable. Be-
ing so, her influence may be almost omui-
potent.—S., S. Treasury.

No man is so insignificait that he can be
sure his example will do no hurt,

the Lord, }

was in a state of health to preach at the ap-|
pointed time—a disappointment, so far as|

manifest i their conduct, the correspoud- |
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Sailor's Mother ! Do you Pray for your Boy gd

We imagine your reply, — * Yos, 1o py

sare | do! IHHow could I ever forget my
P SP & ' ut 7

ip.mr dear sea-child, out upon the mlghl’
|ocean, where he may find a grave, 1n a

{ment, beneath the roliing waves 1" Wey

{ come then, sit dJown a minnte, and get .'

|wnnl of encouragement to pray on: the ge.

Ecnunl is';_rn'en by a minisier — read i, and
pray again,
“What hallowed associations crowd

round the heart at the mention of a mother’s
|prayers! Years may pass away — moup.
| tains, rivers, and oceans may iniervene be.
|tween us and the spot where first we hearq
a mother’s prayers; vet they caunot be ol
literated from the tablet ufuwmur}". Sick.
ness, sorrow and neglect may be suffered,
and even the heart may seemingly become
callous to all good impressions, yet at the
sound of a mother's, a PRAYING mother's
name, a chord 1s touched which thrillg
throuzh the soul, and rarely fails to awaken
better feelings. Does danger threaten ? —
We hope, and perhaps fondly anticipa

that a {:mlher’s lprnyc‘rs, \\'llic{l have ‘l’n':.;
offered on our behalf, may be answered.
Never did 1 see this inore forcibly illustrated
than in the case of a wezther-beaten sailor,
who resided in one of our coast-towns,
The narrative was given by lis mother. g
making his homeward passage, a dreadful
storm arose as he doubled the * stormy Cape.’
The mother had heard of her son's arrival
‘outside the Cape,” and was waiting, with
the auxiety a satlor’'s mother alone can
know, to see her boy. But now the storm
had arisen, and as she expected, when the
ship was n the most dangerons place,
Fearing that each blast, as it swept the
raging deep, might howl the requiem of her
son, with faith strong in her God, she coms
menced praying for his safety. At this
moment news caine that the vessel was lost,
The father, who was not a pious man, had,
ull this time, preserved a sullen silence, but
vow he wept aloud. ‘I'he moiher ohserved,
*Ttisin the hands of Hthy who does all
things well ;” and again, in a subdued and
softened spirit, bowed, and commended her
son and her busbaud, in an audible voice,
broken only by the burstings of a full heart,
to God. Darkness had now spread her
mantle abroad, and they retired, but not to
rest; and anxiously wanted for the morning,
hoping, at least, that some relic of their lost
one mizht be fouud.  T%e morning came—
the winds were hushed, and the ocean lay
comparatively czln, as though its fury had
subsided since its victim was no more, At
Lthis moment the hule gate 1w front of theie
’dw»ihug turned on 1s hinges. The door
opened, and their son, their lost, their loved
son, stood before them !! T'he vessel had
been driven into one of the many harbours
on the coastyand he was sarg. The fathes
rushed to meet him -— 1the mother, already
+ hanging on his neck, exclaimed, * My, child,
how came you here? ‘ Mother,’ said the
lad, with the tears flowing over his sun-burnt
cheek, ‘1 KNCW vou'nD pPraY ME nome!’
Look at thus spectacle, praying sailor’s mo-
ther! A wild, reckless youth, acknowledg-
ing the efficacy of prayer! It seems he was
aware of lus perilous situation, and that he
laboured with this thought-—* My mother
prays! A Christiau’s prayers are answered,
and I may be saved!’ ‘I'tis reflection,
when almost exhausted with fatigue, gave
[ hum fresh courage, and with renewed effort
| he laboured ull the harbour was gained.—
Mothers! praying mothers, go to God for
thase sous who are likely to be wrecked on
the streaw of hife, and their prospects blast
ed forever. Now 1s the time—God bends
hisear.  Your precious hoy may be saved.”

The Lroken llc.;u'l.

A class of little anes were standing around
their kind teacher, repeating the following
text :—¢T'he sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and a, contrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise "—when a tiny
boy, of four years of age, looked into her
face, saying, “If you please, ma’am, ouf
Betty’s Uncle Ben was put in prison for
buying stolen wool, and he died broken
herrted. ”  ‘I'he good teacher replied,—
“ Perhaps it was the sorrow of the world,
which worketh death, that he felt. He was,

doubtless ashamed of 1he disgrace he would
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