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THE JESUITS.

Their Apologists and
Their Enemies.

A Lecture Delivered In St. Patrick’s
Church, Ottawa, Sunday Evening,
February 24th, 1889,

B8Y REV. M. J. WHELAN.

WHAT RELIGIOUS ORDERS ARE.

Religlous oxders, or sssoclations of men
or women in the Catbolis Church, were
first established in the easly part of the
third century. The common bond of
union smong all the religious orders, and
which dlstivguishes them from other
aseociations, s sbandonment of purely
secalar pursulte, celibacy, and thelr organ-
{zation %’ means of religlous vows into
commwuuities of sn entitely eccleeinstical
charact cr.

They are divided into two classes—the
contemplative and the active, The con-
templative orders, few in number in
modern times, spend thelr whole lives in
praying and festing, in vigils and medita:
tlene, and continued efforts to attain to
the bighest Chrietlan perfection, The
active orders, which are far more numer
ous with a larger membership, are engaged
in teaching and preachipg, in nuriiog the
sick, in taking care of the poor and infirm,
or in epreadiog the Gospel in heathen
lands, Yet they devote a conelderable
portion of the time to retirement, recol
lection, meditatlon, prayer and ascetic
discipline, without which they would soon
lose their robust virtue, neglect or slight
thelr active dutice, and be distinguiehab'e
only by the habit they wear from people
of the world, They are etrengtbened for
thelr corporal works of mercy only by
prayer and meditation. Lot these dutles
be neglected, and discipline will be re-
laxed, the spirit of a religious order will

depart, its usefulness cease, the manners
of its members become dissolute, and
grave icandals ensune, St. Avgaetine's
words are both pointed and trathtul: *I
have not,” says he, ‘found anywhere
better men than good monks and neither
bave I found worse than bad monks.”
PROTESBTANT TRIBUIES.

Although the real worth and ser:ices
rendered to religion and civilizatlon by
the monastic orders have not always baen

Mr‘lly or fully appreciatel, they have eli-
cited eloquent tributes of admiration
from many dietinguished Protestant his-
torians and eseayists.

“I confees,” enys Von Lelbnilz (systema
Theologicum), “that 1 have ardently
admired thereligious orders, and the plous
assoclations, and the other elmilar admir-
able institutions ; for they are a sort of
celestial soldiery upon earth, provided
they are governed according to the fosti-
tutes of their founders, and regulated by
the Supreme Pontiff for the use of the
Unlvereal Church, For what can be more
glorlous than to carry the light of truth
10 dlstant nations, through sess and fires,
and swords—to traflic in the salvation of
souls alone—to forego the allurements of
pleasure, a1d even tne enjoyment of con-
versstion and of soclal intercourse, in
order to pursue, undisturbed, the contem-
plation of abstruse truths aud divine
meditation—to dedicate oneself to the
education of youth in eclence and in vir-
tue—to assist and console the wretched,
the despairing, the lost, the cap.
tive, the condemned, the sick,—
in squalor, in chains, in distant
lande—undeterred even by the fear of
pestilence from the lavish exercise of these
heavenly offices of charity. The man who
koowa not, or despises these thing, bhas
but a vulgar and plebelan conception cf
virtue ; he foollahly measures the obliga.
tions of men toward their God by the
perfunctory discharge of ordinary dutles,
and by that frozan habit of life, devoid of
z3sl, which prevalls commonly among
men.”

Maitland, in his “Dark Ages,” tells us
that : “It is quite imposeible to touch the
subject of Monasticism without rabbing off
some of the dirt which has been heaped
upon it, It ls impossible to get even a
superficlel knowledge of tke mediwval
history of Europe without seelng how
greatly the world of that perlod was
indebted to the monastic orders; as a
quiet and religlous refuge for helpless in-
fancy and old age, a shelter of respectful
sympatby for the orphan maiden and the
desolate widow—aa central points whence
agriculture was spread over bleak hills,
and barren downs, and marshy plains,
and dealt its bread to milllons periahing
with hunger and ite pestilential traln—ae
repositories of the learning which then
was, and the well springs for the
learnirg which has yet to be—as nurseries
of art and sclence, viving the stimulus, the
means, and the reward to invention, and
aggregating around them every head that
could devise, and every hand that could
execute—as the nucleus of the city which
in after days of pride should crown its

palaces and bulwarks with the towering
cross of ite cathedral. This, I think, no
man can deny. I belleve it is true, and I
love to think of it, I hopethat I see the
good hand of God in it, and the vislble
teace of Hls mercy that is over all His
works, But if it is only a dream, however
grateful, I shall be glad to be awakened
from it ; not indeed by the yelling of iliit.
erate agitators, but by a quiet and sober
El'of,)'f that 1 have mlsunderstood the mat
er,

ABOUT THE JESUITS SPECIALLY,

And now, as an introductory to the
particular religlous order which is to
engage our atientlon this evening, I should
like to quote some words showlng Sir
James Macintosh’s appreciation of the
Jesults, They are to be found in his
“Review of the Causes of the Revolu.
tion” (1688), and are as follows :

“Having arlsen in the age of the Refor.
mation, they naturally became the cham.
plons of the Church against her enemies.
They cultivat:d polite lterature with
splendld success ; they were the earliest
and perhaps the most extensive reformers
of Europesn educatlon, which in thelr
schools made a larger etride than it bas
done at any succeedlng moment ; and by
the just reputation of thelr learning, as
well as by the weapons with which it
armed them, they were enabled to carry
on & vigorous contest against the mosi
learned impugners of the authority of the

Church. * * * In Indisthey suffered
martyrdom with berolc constancy. Thl:l
ated through the barriers whi
Chinese policy opposed to the entrance of
stzangers, cultivatiog the moet difficult of
langasges with such success as to compose
bundreds of volumes in it ; snd, by tae
public utllity of tbelr ecien'ific acquire-
ments, obtained toleration, patronsge and
personal honors from that jeslous govern-
ment. Fhe natives of Americs, who
generally felt the comparative euperiority
of the European 1ace only in a more
rapid or s more gradual destruction, and
to whom even the Qaakers dealt out little
more than penurious justice, were, under
the fraternal rule of ths Jesults, reclaimed
from savege manners, and iostructed in
the arts snd dutles of clvillzd life, * * *
No other asssociation ever sent firth so
mapy dlsciples who reached such eminence
in departments so various and unlike,
# » % The most famous constitution-
allste, the most ckillful casuits, the ablest
school masters, the most celebrated pro:
fessors, the best teachers of the humblest
mechanical arts, the missionaries who
could most bravely encounter martyrdom,
or who with the most patient akill could
infuse the rudiments of religion into the
minds of ignorsnt tribes or prejadiced
nations, were the growth of their fertile
tchools,”
THEIR INSTITUTION.

Catholic Church bietorians agree that
the religlous ordere, whose members were
more numerous than the secular clergy,
showed themselves utterly unequal to the
task of grappling with the dsngers that
menaced the Church in the sixteenth cen:
tury. A committee appointed by Pope
Paul 111, In 1537, to examine and report
upon the condition of the monks, gave it
as thelr opinfor, that the communities of
those religious houses, in which disclpline
bad become relaxed and manners di:solute,
should be allowed to die out, when others
more zeslous and honest might take their
place, There arose at once, providentlally,
s new order, which apparently grow-
ing out of the circumstances of the age,
was for this very resson pecullarly fitted
to minister to it needs.  Speclally
designed to revel the advances of Protes.
tantlsm, this order has at ali times filled
the Protestant mind with vague and un-
defined terrors, From their origin the
Jesults have had numerons enemfes;
never have they been free from them,
either in thelr proeperity and greatness,
or in their fall, or even after it. Since
their re-appesiarcs they have been the
constant object of bitter animonity, cdlous
calumoy, and virulent abuse. (See
Balmes’ “European Civilization.”) This
s the best demonstration that can be
iven of the emlnent merit of the Jesuits
t must be the same with classes and cor
porations as withindividuel:—very extra
ordinary merit neceesarily excites numeg
ous enemles, for the simple reseon that
such merit is alwaye envied, and very
often dreaded.

THE FOURTH VOW AND II'S BIGNIFI-

CANCE.

To the three ordinary religious vows of
poverty, obedlence, and chsstity—which
are a protest against the three prominent
and most dangerous vices of every age
and country—the Jesulits added a fourtb,
that of strict obedience to the orders of the
Holy Father. In the early ages of the
Church, and especially in what are called
the middle ages, there was no call for a
vow of special obedlence to the Pope.
There was always, it is true, in those days
enough of disobedlence to the Holy Father
on tne part of profersediy 5hrlni|n
soverelgns, princes, nobles, and eveun
bishops, but there was at the same time
the reeognition in principle of the Papal
Supremacy, The Reformation, on the
other hand, was the attempt of the dis-
obedient to erect their disobzdience into
a grlnclplo. As Brownson (“Religious
Orders”) clearly puts it, the Reformers
bad no intentlon of warring against the
Church ; educated under feudalism in the
State, they Imsgined they could throw off
the suzeralnty of the Pope withoutinjary,
nay with positive benefit to the Church,
as a feudatory of the monarch might in
some cases throw off the suzeralnty of the
Emperor or King, with positivead vantages
to their estates. The event has proved,
what should have been foreseen and
understood, that in casting off the Papacy,
the Reformers cast off the Oburch herself,
because the Pope is not merely suzerain,
but under God the Sovereign of the
Church, Our Lord buflt the Church on
Peter, and Peter, the Rock, removed, it
had no foundation, There was a divine
ipspiration, than, in the thought of St.
Ignatius, and a special propriety in en-
joining on the members of the Company
he organized this fourth vow, or vow of
speclal obedience to the Pope. It wasa
solemn protest eagainst the very principle
of the Reformation, and made the Society
of Jesus a standing assertion of the Papacy,
and a living monument of devotion to the
Holy See. The Council of Trent con-
demned the particular or special heresies
of the Reformation, but it did not ex-
plicitly condemn {ts principle, for its
principle was not then fully disengaged,
and rendered apparent to the whole
world. It{sonly latterly that even Pro-
testants themselves have understood ft,
and were able to formulate it. Nobady
saw from the firet, that Protestantism was
wholly concentrated in the rejection of
the Papal constitution of the Church;
hardly did anybody see it before the
present century. Protestants have shown
themselves willing to fraternizs with the
eastern churches separated from Rome,
and which differ from the Catholic Church
in no important points but in rejecting the
Supremacy or Primacy of jurlsdiction of
the Pope, without asking any chauge of
doctrine of worsbip on the part of those
chuiches, We have seen and we see now
multitudes of Protestants, like the
Puseyites and Ritualists, who accept and
defend all Oatholic doctrine, except the
Papal Supremacy and Infallibllity, and
nearly the whole Protestant world would
cease to oppose the Church, if she would
only glve up the Pope. They would
accept willlngly the play of Hamlet with
the part of the Prince of Denmark left
out, The fourth vow of the Jesults
pledged them to & direct and necessary
warfare on the essentlal principle of the
Reformation, and for the essentlal prin.
ciple of the Constitution of the Church,
BT, IGNATIUS AND HIS COMPANIONS,
On the dawn of the day, in the year
1534, on which the Church celebrated the
Assumption of our Blessed Lady, the 15th
August, a little band of men, clad with

the clerical habit, aecended the hill called

Montmartre, in Parls, and entered the
crypt of the chapel of St. Danys, which
then marked tho spot where the Apostle
of France bad won the crown of martyr-
dom, Thelr leader was Ignatiasof Loyola,
who, descended from s noble Spsinlsh
family, bad in bis youth been a courtier
acd & eoldler, snd was wounded at the
slege of Pampeluna in 1521, where he dis-
tinguished himeelf by his ‘qlllmtry
Reside him, in the sanctuary, knelt Francie
Xavler, by bittha grandee of Spain, Jsmes
Laynez, Alpboneus Salmeron and Nicholas
Bobadille, slso Spauiards, and Alphoneus
Rodriguez, a Portuguese. At the altsr
ministered Peter Faber or Lefevre, once a
shepherd in the mountains of Savoy, but
now a prieet in holy orders. By his hands
—for be was the only priest as yet smong
them—the bread of life was distributed
to his aseoclates, and then were lifted up
their united volces, uttering their vow,
to renounce the world, and to labor
for the conversion of souls in the
Holy Land; or, if unatls to execute
this project, to offer themeelves to
the Pope, to be disposed of by bim for the
greater glory of God.  Subsequently
Igoatius found it necessary to visit his
pative couaty ; so, having given his dis-
ciples a rale of life and special instructions
regarding thelr practices of devotion, he
Jeft them in Paris under the care of Peter
Fabar, and directed that they should meet
him in Venice, on the 25th January, 1537,
nearly two years lJater. Meanwhile their
wi slon to the Holy Land was rendered
impoeeible by war, and so, on his return,
Ignatius deepatched them to preach in
different towns of Italy, B:fure dispers-
ing, be bade them, when they were ques
tioned as to what congregation they ba-
longed, to reply that they were of “The
Soclety of Jesus.” In 1539 Jgnatius,
accompanied by Faber and Layuez re
paired to Rome, snd submitted the Rale
of the propceed new order to Popa Paul
IIL. Three Cardinals were appointed to
report upon it ; and, although at first
they were opposed, their opinions changed
tuldenly and remarkably, and ke ap-
proved ‘‘The Society of Jesus"’ in a Ball,
which bhears that title, dated 27th Septem
ber, 1540, Ignatius entered upon his
duties as General on Easter Sunday, 1541,
The number of “professed’’ members to
be admitted was at first limited sixty ;
bat, learning the beneficial results of
their early labors, Paul 111 removed the re
striction, March 14, 1543, snd bis snc-
cessors granted them mavy important
privileges,

CONSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNMENT.

Ignatins of Loyola was a great leyisla-
tor, and we find a proof of this fact in his
Conetitutions or Rales for the Soclety.
The sanctification of the souls of his
spiritual children, by the union of a con-
templative and active life, is in the first
instance lald down as absolutely neceeary ;
then comes laboring for the salvation and
perfection of our neighbor, by catechising
the ignorant, Inetructicg youth in plety
and learning, upon which the reformation
of ths world really depends. The direc:
tion of coneciences, missions, and the
general work of an evangellst form the
third great divislon of labor. No other
habit than that generally used by the
clergy was to be worn, Before anyone
was to be admiited to the @rder he was to
employ an entire month in spiritual
exercises and making a general confession.
Then comes two years of novitlate,
followed by elmple vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience—the Ozder reserv
ing to fteelf the right of dismlecicg the
subject at any time, Subsequently,
ueually aiter all studies had been com-
pleted, second or solemn vows were made,
binding both eldes, so that a professed
Jesult cannot be discharged by the Order
from the obligations incurred by him to
it. On this occaelon the fourth vow is
pronounced, of undertaking any miesion
enjoined by the Pope. A class of Jusuits
who do not take this vow are styled
epiritual coadjutors ard temporal co-
adjutors, Several conditionsare requisite
for those who asplre to enter the Soclety ;
one is that they shonld not have be-
longed, even for a day, to any other
rveliglous order. The Rule also excludes
apoetates, public einners, great criminals,
and men of weak Intellect or sabject to
insanity. “Weak intellect or subject to
insanity”—Alas! 1 fear some journal.
fsts and preachers that we wot of are
hopeleesly excluded.

The General is the head of the Soclety ;
but while investing him with clearly de-
fined and supreme authority, Ignatine
multiplies precautions to prevent this
power from degenerating into despotism.

The Soclety is dlvided into provinces,
each comprisiog & certaln number of
houses, and governed by a Provincial,
who is assisted by Comu{tou and by an
Admonitor, named by the General ; and
each house is governed by a Superior or
Rector, who aleo has his Consultors and
an Admonltor. On the election of a new
General, the professed Fathers and the
Rectors in each province assemble, and
select two of thelr number, who ac.
company the Provincial to the gemeral
congregation, by which the head of the
Soctety is chosen, Several Asslstants, be-
longing to different nationalities, and,
like himself appointed by election, are
asigned to the Father General; and
these he consults on matters regarding
the administration of the Order. An Ad.
montitor is likewise elected ; and his duty
Is to be a prudent counsellor, ever at
hand, to advise on all that concerns the
General's private conduct, In an ex
treme case, which has never occurred,
the provinces of the Soclety might elect
deputies to depose the head of the Order.
The *Monita Secreta,” or “Secret Instruc
tlons” which, it 1s sald; were meant to be
reserved solely for the professed Fathers,
and with whose odious and monstrous
principles the Soclety has has been
80  perslstently and s0 unjustly
accused, are calummnious and apoch-
ryphbal productions, published against
the Jesuits by their enemies, Another
calumpy ls the lnterpretation which some
have put upon a certaln passage in the
Conatitutions, which, it 1s claimed, gives
a Superlor the power to oblige the mem-
bers to do evil under certaln clrcum.
stancer. No one acquainted .with the
Latin language can attach such a mean-
Ing to the pussage in question without
Intentionally misapprehending its true
sense. Obedience 1s required and pro-
mised in all things, where there is no eln,
and this conditlon is repeated over and
over again,

FIRST MISSIONS,

endeavored to resign the dignity of Gen.
eral, until the Pope forbade him to do so,
As 8000 s he was appointed be went into
the kitchen aud served in a mentsl cffice
under the orders of the cook. He con.
tinued to teach the catechlsm to poor
chiidren, while be preached with such
wonderful unction and fervor as to bring
back the time the first Apostles, when
malititudes weze converted by hearlog the
word of Qod, Novlces multiplied, and
Ignatius  bimself watched over them,
strengthening thelr virtue, and subjecting
them to severe teits, s0 88 to train up
wortby warriors for the truth, Portugal,
Spain, Italy, Germany acd the Low
Countries began to aek for the assistance
of the members of the Bociety. Francls
Xavier was despstched to 1ddis, there to
gain pations to Christ. Jobn Nuncz and
Louis Gonzalez were sent to the North of
Africa, to comfort, teach, and assist Chrle-
tiso elaves among the Moore. Four other
missionaries were sent to Congo on the
torrld comst of Western Africs. In 1550
Abyseinis was supplied with thirteen
Jesult misslonaries, one of whom was
appointed by Pope Julins III. to be
Patrlarch of Ethiops, About the same
time, South America received the firat of
that devoted band who succeeded in con.
vertiog nations, and in bringing tens of
thoussuds of souls to the knowledge of
the truth. As a mark cf favor and appre
clstion, the Viear of Cbrist sppointed
Fathers James Lsynez, Alphonsns Sal
meron, and Claude Le Jay, to asslst, as his
theologlans, at the Council of Trent,
where the three fathers proved that, by
their erudition, eloquence s.ad prudence,
they were fally equal to their important
misdon, Ireland was ome of the first
countries to which Jesuits were sent.
That {sland, in which the greatest darger
aud the greatest sffllction existed, was
epeclally the land for the soms of St.
Igoatiue, Robert, Archbishop of Armagh,
felt compelled to lay before the Holy
Father, an account of the cruel and iu-
human persccutions suffered by Cstholics
under the rule of Henry VILL. His Holi-
nees, deeply affected, requested that
Fathers of the Soclety shoun!d be sent, and
Tgnatius lost no time in despatching them.
These z2alons men, Salmeron and Brouet,
set out in 1542, and traversed the whole
{sland. Wherever they passed hearts
were strengthened, coneclences set at rest,
doubts solved, fearsdispelled, and fainting
spirits fortified to bear the Cross. But
thelr presence was made a pretext for
fresh persecution, and they were con-
sequently compelled to retire. It wasnot
until 1580 that the Jeeuits “invaded”
Eagland.
TWO PICTURES.

“Before the Order had existed s hun-
dred years,” say Macaulay in “bistory of
Englacd,” “it had filled the whole world
with memorials of the great things doue
and euffared for the falth, No religious
commuyity could produce a list of men so
variously dlstinguished ; none had ex-
tended its operations over so vast a space ;
yet in none had there been such perfec.
unity of feeling acd actlon. There was
no region of the globe, no walk of specu.
lative or active life, in which Jesnits were
not to be found, They galded the Coun-
clls of Kings, They deciphered Latin
inscriptions. They observed the motions
of Jupiter’s satellitee, They published
whole librarles, controversy, casulstry,
history, treatises on optlce, alcalc odes,
editions of the fathers, madrigale, cate.
chisms and lampoons. The liberal educa.
tion of youth paesed almost entirely into
their bands, and was conducted by them
with conspicuous ability, They appear to
have discovered the precise point to which
{ntellectual culture can be carried without
the riek of intellectusl emancipation.
Enmity itself was compelled to own that,
in the art of managing and forming the
tender mind, they bhad no equals. Mean.
while they assiduously ana succesifully
cultivated the eloquence of the pulpit.
With etlll greater assiduity and
still greater success they applted
themselves to the ministry of the con
fessional. * * * They wandered
to countrles which neither mercantile
avidity nor liberai curlosity had ever im-
pelled any strapger to explore, They
were to be found in the garb of mandar-
ine, superintending the observatory at
Pekin, They were to be found, spade in
hand, teaching the rudiments of agrical-
ture to the eavages of Paragusy. Yet,
whatever might be thelr residence, what.
ever might be thelr employment, their
epirit was the same, entire devotlon to
the c)mmon cause, unreasoning obedience
to the central anthority, None of them
had chosen his dwelling place or his vo:a.
tion for himeelf, Whether the Jesuit
thould live under the artic clrcle or under
the equator, whether he should pass his
life in arrangiug gems and collating manu-
scripts at the Vatican, or in persuading
naked barbarians under the Southern Cross
not to eat each other, were matters which
he left with profound submission to the
decision of others. If he was wanted at
Lime he was on the Atlantic in the next
fleet. 1f he was wanted at Bagdad, he was
tolling through the desert with the mext
caravan, If his miolstry was needed in
some country where his life was more in-
secure than that of & wolf, where it was a
crime to harbor him, where the heads and
quarters of his bretkren, fixed in the pub-
lic places, showed him what he had to ex:
pect, he went without remonstrance or
hesitation to his doom, Noris this herolc
splrit yet extinct.”

A critlcal reader will, perhaps, find this
picture too highly colored, and some of
its subjects over-drawn, for omne of
Macaulay’s faults, as an historian, Is ex:
sgeeration. With stlll greater reason,
objection may be taken to the following
from the same pen :

“With the admirable energy, disinter-
estedness, and self-devotion which were
characteristic of the Society, great vices
were mingled. It was alleged, and not
without foundation, that the ardent public
spirit which made the Jesult regardlees of
his ease, of his liberty, and of his life,
made him also regardless of truth and of
mercy ; that no means which could pro.
mote the Intereste of his religion scemed
to him unlawful, ard that by the interest
of his religion he too often meant the
interest of his Soclety, It was alleged
that, in the most atroclous plots recorded
in history, bis agency counld be dletinctly
traced ; that constant only In attachment
to the fraternity to which he belonged,
he wae income countries the most danger-
ous enemy of freedom, and in others the

Igoatius frequently and strenuously

most dangerous enemy of order, * * *
So strangely were good and evil mixed

in the character of these celebrated
bretbren ; and the intermixture was the
secret of their glgntlc power. That
ower could never have belonged to mere
ypocrites, It was to be attaioed only by
men siucerely enthusiastic in the pursuit
of n great end, and at the same time
unecrupul:us as t) the cholce ol means »
In ehort, sccording to Macaulay, the
Societv of Jesus is a sort of “Dr. Jekyll
end Mr, Hyde” combination, So it is
—in fistion !
“WORTHY OF HEARTY ADMIRATION
AND RESPECT.”
The Reviewer in the An-yclopedia Brit:
annica ; (9:h editlon, 1881, vol, xili) of
the Jesuits—their Organization, History
sud Teaching, is the well known Dr. Lit:
tledale. Lot ue hear what he has to eay :
#S9 constituted, with ekilifal combina-
tion of strictness and laxity, of complex
organization with the minimum of fric-
tlon fu working, the Society was admir-
sb'y deviced for its purpose of introdue-
ing a new power into the Church and the
world, snd for carrying out effectively
every part of its vast programme, Thus
equipped, its services to Roman Ostholic-
fem gsvo been incaleulable. The Jesults
alone rolled back the tide of Protestant
advance, when that balf of Europe which
bad not slrendy sbaken off its allegiaccs
to the Papacy was threatening to do so,
and the whole honors of the counter-
Reformation are theirsslngly, They bad
the ssgacity to eee, and to admit 1n their
correspondence with their superiors, that
the Reformation, as & popular movement,
was fully justified by the groes ignorance,
negligence and open vice ot the Cathollc
clergy, whether secular or monastic ; and
they were shrewd enough to dlscern the
only possible remedies. At a time when
primary and even srcondary education
had in most places become s mere effete
and pedantic adherence to obsolete meth-
ods, they were bold enough to innovate
lees in system than in moterials, snd,
put iog fresh epirit and devotlon into the
w.rk, Dot mereiy taught snd catechized
in a new, fresh and attractive manner,
besides establishing free ecbools of good
quality, but provided new manuals and
school books for thelr pupils, which were
an enormous advance on those they found
in use, so that for neatly three centurles
the Jesnits were accounted the best school.
masters in Europe, as they were, till thelr
forcible suppreesion the cther day, con-
feseedly the best in France—beeides hav-
ipg always conciliated the good will of
thelr pupils by miagled firmness and
gentleness as teachers. Acd, although
their own methods have in time given
way to further improvements, yet they
revolutionizad Instruction as completely
as Frederick the Great did modern war-
fare, and have thus acted, whether they
meant It or not, as ploneers of human
progress. Again, when the regular clergy
had eunk into the morsl and intellectual
glough which is pictured for ue in the
writings of E+asmus and in the powerful
satire, Epistole Obscurorum Virorum, while
there was little of a better kind visible in
the lives ot the parochial priesthood, the
Jesuits won back respect for the clerical
calling by their personsl calture and the
unimpeachable purity of thelr lives. These
are qualities Which they have all along
carefully maintained, aud probably no
body of men in the world bas been eo free
from the reproach of discreditable mem-
bers, or ha# kept up an equally high
average level of iutelligence and conduct.
As preachers, too, they delivered the pul-
pit from the bondage of an effete acholas.
ticlam, and reached at once a clearneesard
simpliclty of treatment such as the Erng.
lish pulpit scarcely begins to exhibit till
after the days of Tillotson ; while In liter.
ature and theology they count a fer larger
number of respectable writers than any
other religious eociety can bomst, It is
in the miesion field, however, that their
achievement: have been most remarkable,
which might fuily jaetify their taking ae
their motto :

“Quae reilo in terris nostrl non plena
laboris ?”

“Whether tolllng amongst the teeming
mililons of Hindustan and Chinas, labour-
ing amongst the Hurons and Iroquols of
North America, governing and civilizing
the natives of Brezll and Paraguay, in the
misions and ‘reductions,” or ministering,
at the hourly rizk of his life, to his co-
religionists in England under Elizabeth
and James I., the Jesuit appears alike
devoted, Indefatigable, cheerful, and
worthy of hearty admiration and respect.”

ACCUSED OF CONSPIRACIES AND

ASSASSINATIONS,

“Nevertheless, two most startling and
indisputable facts meet the student who
pursues the history of this unique Socisty,
The first is the universal suspicion and
hoetility it has incurred—not, as might
reasonably be expected, merely from thoee
Protestants whoze avowed and most suc-
cesaful foe it has been, nor yet from the
enemies of all clericalism and religlouns
dogma, to whom it is naturally the em.
bodiment of all they moat detest, but from
every Roman Catholic state and ration in
the world, with perbapes the insignificant
exception of Belgium. Next {s the brand
of ultimate failure which has {nvariably
been stamped on all its most promising
schemes and efforts, * * °* These two
phenomena demand some Inquiry and
analysls. As regards the former of them ;
the hostility which the Jesults have en.
countered has been twofold, political, and
moral or religious. There has been, from
a very early date in thelr annals, a strong
conviction prevalent that the famous
motto of the Soclety, ‘A. M. D. G
(Ad Majorem Des Gloriam—To the (ireater
Glory of God), did not adequately represent
its policy and motives, that ite first and
last aim was its own aggrandizement in
power and wealth, and that it spared no
effort to compass this end, even to the
extent of embrolling cabinets, concocting
conspiracles, kindling wars, and procuring
assaesinations. In several of these cases,
notably as regards the charges which led
to tholr first expulsion from France and
Portugal, inclusive in the latter instance
of their exile from Paraguay, the Jesuits
are able to make one very telling reply,
pleading that motives of state craft alone,
of an unworthy kind, and the evidence of
untrustworthy and disreputable agents of
thelr enemies, were suffered to declde the
matter. In other cases, ae for example
the as:assination of Henry IV. by Ravall.
Inc, they deny all compllicity, and no suffi.
clent proof has ever been adduced against
them, Bat, when full allowance hss
been made for such rejoinders,

there remain several counts of the

indictment which sre but too
clearly made out : ae, for instance, their
large share, as preachers, in fanning the
flames of polemical hatred sgainst the
Huguenots, * * * their complicity
in the plots egainet the ilfe of Queen
Klizzbath, * * * thelr responsi.
bility for the Thirty Years’ War. And
in regvd to & large number of other
cases where the evidence against them fo
defective, it {a at least an unfortunate coin.
cldence that there is always dbrect proof of
some Jesult bavirg been in cominunica.
tlon with the ectual sgeunts engsged, So
it was with the maseacre of St. Barthol.
omew, almost immediately preceded by a
visit of the Jesuit General, Francis Borgis,
t> the French Court, though there i3 no
other evidence to connect him therewith ;
80 with Chatel and Ravaillec, the unsuc-
cessful and successful assaesins of Heury
IV.; so with Jaureguay end Balthasar
(erard, who held tne like relation to
William the Silent, Prince of Orange ; so
with tke accomiplices in the Gunpowder
Plot, In all these and several other in-
stances, the precautions which would
naturally, and even inevitably be taken by
skilled and wary diplomatiste for their
own protection are sufficient to account
for the lack of direct proof against them,
but it is not easv to explein the invarieble
presence of & Jesult in the back ground
on any hypothesls which will secure the
complete acquittal of the Soclety from
charges of the sort, 1t Is suflizient to say
here in {ilustration that the Euglith
Roman Catholics under Elizabeth, eddrees.
ing the Pope with regard to the severe
penel Jawe which oppressed them, laid the
whole blame of the Goverrment’s actlon
on the Jesults, as baving provoked it by
thelr conspiracies; while the secular
prieets in Eogland {rsued in 1601 by the
pen of one of their number, Willlam
Wateon (sfterwarde executed in 1003), &
pemphlet known as Important Considera-
tions, to the ssme effect.”

What are the charges againat the Jesuits ¢

“Cancocting  conspiracies, kindling wars,
and procuring assassinations,”

Aud 1he proofs ?

There are no *“sufliclent” proofs ; “but it
is not easy to explain the invariable presence of
a Jesuit wn the back ground on any hypothesis
which will secure the complete acquittal of the
Society Jromcharges of the sort. )T 18 SUFFI-
CIENT TO SAY HERE, IN ILLUSTRATION tht
the Eoglish Rowan Catbolics under Eliza-
beth, addressing the Pope with regard to
the severe pecal laws which oppressed
them, lald the whole blame of the Govern-
ment’s actlon on the Jesulte, as having
provoked it by thelr conspiraciee ; while
the secular priests in Eogland issued, in
1601, by the pen of one of thelr number,
Wiliam Watson, a pamphlet, known as
Important Consideration, to the same effect.”

The investigation le, therefore, limit:d
to English history,

NO JESUITS TO PROVOKE ELIZA-

BETH'S PENAL LAWS.

I have not at hand the address of “The
Roman Catholles of England '’ referred to.
Very likely its originatora and slogers bad
a8 much right to speak for The Roman
Catholics of Eogla:d, as the famous
tailors or Tooley St. had, or another occa-
sion, to call themeelves “The People of
Eogland.” But how very chiidlsh, not to
say ridiculous, thelr sonduct appears in
the light that history has shed upon the
events of that blood-stained era. They
blamed the Jcsuits for having provoked
the penal laws by their conspiracies | AWhy,
the Jesuits d!d not come into the couutry
until 1580. This was the 22nd year of
Elizabeth’s reign, and she hed alresdy
acquired a reputation as a Coercionlst that
would put even Mr, Balfour to sheme.
She ascended the throne with a policy in
her own mind clearly marked—to crush
out the old Faith ; and forthwith she be-
gan to carry it into effect. What do we
read? “The funeral of Mary (her pre-
deceesor) was celebrated sccording to the
Catholic Ritusl. White, the Bishop of
Winchester, who preached on the occa-
slon, uttered something which gave offense
to Elizabeth. There seems, however, to
bhave been nothing in the sermon disre-
spectful towards her ; and if the law, on
such occasion, were at all applicable, there
was nothing sgainst thelaw, No matter ;
it had offended Elizabeth, and, therefore,
both the personal liberty of the subject
and the episcopal character must be
despised ; the Bishop wes ordered to re-
ma'n shut up in his own house; and,
after a month’s confinement, was sum-
moned before the Council, to recelve a
stern reprimand.” (Flanagan’s “History
of the Church in England.,”—Vol I()

In the followlng year, 1559, there was
a statute paseed, called a “Bill of Suprem-
acy,” which enacted that thoee who by
writirg or preachirg defended ‘‘the
power or jurisdiction, spiritual or ecclesi.
astical,” of what s termed “any foreign
prince, prelate, person, state or potentate,”
were doomed to forfeiture of all thelr
property and benefices, if they had any ;
and {f not worth £20 were to suffer a
year’s imprisonment. For a second
offence all such persons were to suffer the
penslties of & prwemunire; and a third
offence was declared to be high treason,

Next there was a “Bill of Ualformity,”
which enacted that “The Book of Com-
mon Prayer and Administration of Sacra-
ments, and other Rites and Ceremonials,”
suthorfzed in the fifth and sixth of
Edward VI., was to be “in full force and
effect, with very few alteratione,” end to
be everywhere used. Ministers refusing
to use it were, for the first offance, to
forfeit one year’s income, and to be im-
prisoned for six monthe; for a second,
were to be deprived, and to be imprisoned
for twelve months ; and for a third, were
doomed to perpetual imprieonment, as
well as a new deprivation, To use any
words la derogation of the eame book,
was made llable, for a first offence, to the
penalty of a hundred marks ; for a second,
to ove of four hundred ; and for a third,
to forfeiture and perpetual imprisonment.
As If these violent measures were not
enough ; people were to be forced to
attend the services thus schismatically
changed, by spiritual censures, and by a
fine of 13, for every case of ab.
sence on Sundays and holy-days. On
Whitsunday, May 8, began the new ser-
vice in Erglish, and the removsal of the
impges of the eaints, This was followed
by the publlc burning, fn many parts of
London, of “all the roods and other
imoges of the churches,” | After the
image of Christ and the reminiscences of
Calvary were thus given to the flames, it
fs but a trifie that “‘vestments, altar-cloths,
books, banners, sepulchres and rood-lofts

Were burned.’’ The exaction of the Oath
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PIONEER JESUIT

As I have already |
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