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THE STORY OF LITTLE BLANCHE

A Breton

Tale.

H. Horn, 8.J., in American Messenger of the
Sacred Heart for November,

THE ATHEIST AND LITTLE BLANCHE,

CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK.

Next night she was more feeble than
ever, but she began again, ‘‘ Papa,
do you think God will make me better?”
He paused for a second, then said, ‘I
think He ought to do s0.”” She waited
a minute, then said, ‘' Papa, if I die
do you think I shall go to Heaven ?”
“Yes,” he replied almost involun
tarily, ‘‘1 am sure you willL.” *I
shall 8o want to eee you come, Pa,”
she sald, and sank back exhausted.

That same night he sat beside her,
and for the first time he saw that
speech was beyond her. He sat down
at the bedelde ard took her little
white band in his. The diamond
paues of the window were shadowed
by the moon into the corner of the
rcom. The patch of light moved
slowly across the wall and lit up ip
its passage the pale, lifeless face of the
little one on the bed. Then it movec
along and had reached the other cor
ner, but the father still sat with hi
face turned to the window. Was he
asleep 7 Did he not know that th
hand he clasped in his was dead
Yes, he knew it, indeed. Ha had fel
the pulse stop. He felt the han
growing cold, but be dared not look
he dared not stir. Iis little Blanch
was dead. What was he thioking o
a8 he sat with his brow set and hi
body motionless ? Had griet robbe
him of sense 7 Was he unconsciou
and dreaming of happiness no
passed ? No, he was quite consciou
He had expected the little life that ws
all the world to him to go that nigh
It had gone, aud uow he was reails
ing his loss. He was running over |
his mind all her words, all her habit
all, in fact, that he knew of her. EF
was talking again to her in the lit
rary, He was listening to her prattl
She wes asking him agsain to ble
her. Then he rememb™ered that the
must be a funeral. Where ? At th
church 7 Shovld he not take her v
in his arms, and go and bury her !
his own woods, whers he might g
dally and mourn over her grave
Should she be buried in the churc
yard, the place of all places that |

never passed through? No, th
could not be. Then there rushed up
him a flood of old memories. Hi

years before, he had stood beside
little sister’s grave, while the pri
had blessed it, and there had be
white flowers put upon the sed, and
had said that she Lad goune straight
Heaven. Yes, he would like peo;
to say that of his little Blanch
And—stronger reason still— Blanc
hergelf would have liked it. Yes,
must be buried in the churchya
She must be looked on with king
eyes by the country people. Wh
ever he was, his little girl should :
be thought an outcast and a sinn
So he wandered on in thought, e
sitting quite still, until the rays
morning began to glimmer and

moonlight began to fade, Then
rose heavily, took one long lock at
little form on the bad, klssed the ¢
brow, and with teeth clenched to ¢
the rising sobs, walked out «f

room.

The news of Blanche's death s
became known in all the coun
round. It was & great subject of !
for all the villagers that the ath
daughter was dead and was goin;
be buried in the churchyard. C
dren had endless questions to
their mothers about the bad m
daughter. ‘' Was ¢he a terrible |
hunchback ?"" ** Had the devil c
and carried her straight off to he
*« Had the athée murdered ber.
haps?” Some good old DBr
mothers, quite as ignorant as f
children, were not at all sure
something of the kind had not |
pened. Others took a middie co
and told the inquirers that the
dead girl had had such a bad bi
ing up that she cculd not but be
but that a great part of it was no
fault, While others again of
more enlightened sort saild that
had no doubt that the little thing
gone straight to Heaven, as she
been too young to do any harm.
view was backed up by some of
little peasant lads, who said that
had caught sight of the athé¢e’s ds
ter plucking flowers one day, anc
ghe had locked ‘* quite good and
like other little girls.” Sowith
stout supporters, and the favc
opinions of many of the better fo
the nelghborhood to boot, little Bls
became quite well- known and |
by all the country side. That shi
been quite good was soon gen
admitted, In fact, she had die
cause God did not want her to b
an atheist like her father. Oal
thtng was still considered quite
bable—that her father had kille
and they thought that the gend
ought to be sent to investigat
matter,

So when the day of the funeral
all the little folk of the countr
astir, and were awaiting at ¢
distance from the dark wocdg
chiteau to meet the little fuuer
tege. They had heard from
Curé that the athée was not to be

(a8 they had expected he would
their own reasons) So they &
lowed close upon the single 1
accompanied as it otherwise wa
by one or two grim-looking hire
ants. So Blanche, closed up
narrow box, was surrounded
firet time by & crowd of symp
little friends, who little knew &




