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3 The Pope dies but the
Church continues on till the
end of time, for so Christ
hath promised, and His
word shall never be con-
founded. Two weeks had Leo
XIII. of immortal memory,
slept the sleep of the just
in the tombs of the Apos-
tles, when under the inspira-
tion direct of the Holy
Ghost, the Church selected
his successor.
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On August the fourth, at high
noon, as the Angelus was ringing
from three hundred steeples and
domes over Rome, and the cannon
from the Castle of San Angelo was
booming across the Tiber, Joseph
Sarto, the Cardinal Patriarch of
Venice was declared Head of the
Church, Vicar of Christ on earth,
On receiving the assurance of his
election the new Pontiff took to him-
self the name of Pius X. The an-
nouncement was received with uni-
versal joy, and the newly-elected

Pontiff of the' Catholic world came

forth upon the balcony of St. Pe-

ter's, and for a first time gave to
the tens of thousands below, to
Rome, to the world, his Apostolic
Benediction. It was a sublime mo-
ment, and one that will remain his-
torical in the annals of the Church.
At that instant the promise of
Christ seemed to be renewed, it
came echoing down the ages, it re-
verberated amongst the seven hills,
and it proclaimed in terms translat-
ed into facts that ‘“‘Thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I.build my
Church, and the gates of Hell shall
not prevail against her.”” And again
the strain of centuries is heard, “I
give to thee the keys of the King-
dom of Heaven,”” and again ‘‘Feed
my lambs, feed my sheep,’”’ and still
again, “Go ye forth and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Ghost,’”” and still again,
the promise to send the Holy Spirit
to abide with His Church-to be the
illuminator and guide of His ap-
pointed Vicar on earth; and all these
promises resounded once more in the
ears of humanity, as the two hun-
dred and fifty-fourth Pope, in an un-
broken line from Peter, raised his
Apostolic hand to bless the Church,
the faithful, and the entire world.

When the news was heard in Eng-
land surprise was expressed and the
Question was asked ‘‘who is Sarto?”’
Ah! the answer is simple, he is the
elect of the Church, he is the one
whom, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
the united princes of the great hie-
rarchy selected as Vicar of Christ,
he ig the infallible doctor and guide
of humanity along the avenue that
leads to eternal salvation. Who was

)

A

=

=

e e B

>

SN VaT

' thies of individuals, the desires of | the last shall be first;”” we are told

The election of
Sarto is one of the grandest
proofs that could be desired
of the impotency of all hu-
man calculations,

tions, the nonentity
human combinations,
the matter is one affecting
the perpetuity of the Church
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.Not in all the Papal elections fot
¢enturies back has such a lesson been
given to the world. The press, that

ing, the uncertain, filled column af-
ter col with ts of the

‘world qabals, . the binati the poli- |
- |'tical influences execized, the sympa-

mouth-piece of the erring, the guess-

governments, the sundry efforts of | by the Almighty that the ‘‘ humble
this or that faction; and all that [shall be exalted;’”’ we are told that
has gone up in smoke, as thin, as |the Spirit of Wisdom would come, in
easily dissipated as the tiny column |the fires of Pentecost, and fill the
from the Sistine Chapel chimney | Church with God’s own volition and
that told of the election. that the ways of men would not be

the ways of God.
LI

Where are all the powers of earth
with their weight? The men of the
hour that had calculated the chances - During all these days we have
of the different ones eligible? The j read, and smiled over, the proph

you that all the strength of the na-
tions, all the wiles of diplomacy, all
the flights of ambition, all the spo-
culations of inter

can have any
effect upon this great selection.' Ii
any think so, or have ever heen weak
enough to so think, let them ponder
over the story of the Conclave that
has just ended and learn that God,
not man, that Christ, not Caesar,
that the Holy Ghost, not human
wisdom, must be caleulated with
when the question is one of selecting
a successor to the répresentative of
Christ on earth, Infallible  Pope ;
infallible Church; the history of cen-
turies, the story of unbroken chain

of Apostolic succession.
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Pius X., as Guiseppe Sarto, wag
born at Riese, in the Province of
Venice, on the 2nd of June, 1885,
Thus the new Pope is sixty-cight
years of age. In 1878 when Leo

X111, ascended the throne, he was
aiso sixty-eight years of age. At that
time it was predicted that his reign
would Le short, for already he was
an aged man, and had seen service
of no ordinary character in the army
of the Church Militant, But a quart-
er of a century of wonderous work
of triumphs, of glory awaited him,
He was destined to survive every
one of the then princes of the
Church—all save one, and {o go
down to the tombh after having ac-
complished more of great things
than any other man of the century
in which he lived, or in any other
the Great.
To-day it has been remarked that

since the days of Gregory

the advanced age of the newly-clect-
ed Pontiffi may indicate a short
reign. Who can_presume 16 so pre-
dict? Who can calculate upon such
as a certainty? There is a quarter
of a century and more ahead that
may witness the accomplishment of
other wongders in the worid by Pius
X. No more can man gauge the
probable length of the reign than
he could imagine who would have
been selected a few days ago. Once
more, we repeat, the Church was
founded by Christ; He guides her ;
Omnipotence selects the infallible
Head of that imperishable institu-
tion; and the same Divinity marks
out the limits of a Pontifi's reign,
the duration of his control over the
Spouse of Christ. We have nothing
to say, nothing to do in the matter,
Our duty is limited to prayer and to
obedience. It is for us to obey the
mandates of the Vicar of Christ, to
accept his infallible teaching, to fol-
low, as well as our powers and
rights will permit, his ordinances,
and to submit our will with confi-
dence to his guidance. And combin-
ed with that duty of obedience ‘we
have the obligation of prayer and
in the fulfilment of that duty we
humbly bow down, unite our lowly
voice with those of the two hundred
and fifty million Catholics, through-
out the world, and beseech God, in
His good and greatness, to!

compacts supposed to be formed a- | that multiplied like sands on the
round a group of names that were | beach; we read the lists of the Car.
paraded through the press as the | dinats most likely to receive the final
most likely to be in the race for the | appointment; we followed the long
tiara? All “‘vanity of vanities,”” all | story of the influences that various
50 many vain attempts to fathom | governments and powers would bring
the mystery that veils from , mortal | to bear; we took in the accounts of
knowledge the designs of God. In the | the different countries; and all that

grant long years, in health and
strength to the new Pontiff, that he
may continue the work of his glori-
ous predecessors and bring the
Church in triumph, through t

and calm—and in that spirit from
the depths of our hearts do we cry

out “‘Long Live Pius X.””

sacred language of Holy Writ we are | time we said, in our own Leart—

told that “The first shall be Jast and * “‘poor, vain, foolish humanity, think -

- (Continued on Page Five.)
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