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ApRIL 25, 1918

Six Weeks on a German
Farm.
BY J. A. SCOTT, AN ESCAPED PRISONER.

The sun was shining brightly and a cool
wind waved the growing crops gently to
and fro, and as I trudged along that well-
made German road, it was hard for me to
realize that I was a prisoner of war in'the
hands of the enemy. It was the end of

une and I,along with eleven more, had
been brought from M inden where we hqd
been interned, to labor on the farms in
Westphalia. I had been three weeks in
this district now, and was rapidly becom-
ing acquainted with the German methods
of farming. The people amongst whom
I labored were of a peculiar religious sect
and adopted a semi-uniform as their
- national dress. The dresses of the women
were trimmed with rows of black beads
round the bottom. The bodice was black
or green, trimmed with lace of various
colors, and for head-gear they wore a
high conical hat from which stood out
on each side enormous black bows, fully a
foot and a half long, and eight inches wide,
and to complete the uniform they wore
an apron of a light green color. When
working in the fields, the hat and apron
were not in evidence, but a white or pink
handkerchief was bound around the head
and ears, leaving only the front part of
the face exposed. When you saw the wo-
men with their heads uncovered you were
at once struck with the contrast between
the color of their skin. The front of the
face was browned by sun and wind, whilst
their ears and neck were of a dazzling
whiteness. I was not much impressed
by their looks. The men were for the most
part soberly attired in black. This dress
must have been in vogue for ages.

The farmer I was compelled to work
for was fairly well to do, and he owned
about 100 acres of land, which were all
under cultivation. In addition, he rented
about 30 acres of meadow land from which
he cut his crops of hay, one in July and
the other in the beginning of October.
The farmhouse and buildings used to
house the stock were all under one roof,
and the whole made one huge structure
similar in appearance to our barns in
Western Canada. The end of the building
where the house was situated could be
entered by either one of two doors, and
was very cosy and comfortable, whilst
at the other end entrance was gained
through a huge gate, which permitted
teams and wagons to pass through. On
entering the gate you found yourself
in a large courtyard.

On the right was the cow-shed where
twelve to fourteen fine milch cows were
munching away at the clover, which was
cut fresh every day. The cows were
chained up all day, and the only time they
went outside was once a week, when we
would clean out the shed. This was done
by hitching a horse on to a huge-pronged
rakv.‘ The prongs were stuck into the
bedding and manure which was to be
removed, and the horse would drag it
outside, two or three hundred pounds at
a time. [t was then spread carefully
out on the manure pit, which was built
specially for that purpose. Some of the
cows were milked three times a day, the
others only twice. On the end of the cow

shed was the hog-pen. It was built
entirely of concrete; was well lighted,
drained and ventilated. As soon as the
young ones were weaned they were placed
In a compartment of their own, and
their progress carefully watched. On
the other side of the court yard there were
loose boxes where the horses were kept.
A mare with foal was in one, whilst
the others were occupied by the remain-
Ing two horses that were doing the work
Fhat summer. Western farmers will smile
at the idea of two horses working even a
farm of 100 acres, but they accomplished
it with ease. :
ml:{“; “‘““'!‘ was spread out a good deal,
thc(m\‘u\ ““l,v' ‘6(.’ there, and so on. As
conld \” srew richer he bought what hf"
b th 1o "r could work on a piece of land
have 1., . “'l‘\‘. and in the afternoon would
: tv walk a mile to work anbtbther
patch I'he community where I was

i\’:‘["i“f;‘u“* went in for mixed farming, and
N m,—yl(l. vou would find growing
Vo it turnips, mangel-wurzels, etc.
used | "I was a large portion of ,I.‘m.d
W ""\l.\m! the same thing. This
beir. ibt, on account of the crop
and b 1}11'%( part cut by a scythe
Pt ?:m(l. The crop had been
and 11 spring with a small seeder,
. il a mower that I saw there
was 1! i

up-to-date machinery that

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

PAINTS & VARNISHES

Get the Varnish that is made
to do what you want it to do.

MAR-NOT
For Floors

Made for floors—to be walked
on and danced on, to have water
spilled on it, and furniture
dragged over it. MAR-NOT is
tough, durable, absolutely water-
proof. Dries in 8 hours; will
rub and take a high wax finish ;
pale in color ; particularly desir-
able’for fine hardwood floors.

SCAR-NOT

For Furniture and
Woodwork

has been the means of convert-
ing thousands of women to the
idea of protection in the home.
They use SCAR-NOT to make
their furniture, etc., fresh and
pleasing,—even boiling water
will not affect it.

REXPAR
For Outside Work

Made to prote® outside doors,
boat decks, spars, store front
etc., against every kind t:;
Canadian weather. It is abso-
lutely waterproof and will not turn
white, no matter how long

exposed.

The Sherwin-Williams agent in your neighborhood has the right

varnish for your purpose. Ask him.

Color schemes and suggestions for any part of your building furnish-
ed by expert decorator, free upon application and without any obligation.

Send for book—*“The A. B. C. of Home Painting”—written by a
practical painter, and telling how to paint, varnish $tain or enamel

every surface in and around the house. Mailed free anywhere.

THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO., OF CANADA, LIMITED,

897, Centre St., Montreal, Que. 110 Sutherland Ave., Winnipeg, Man,
PAINT, YARNISH AND COLOR MAKERS.

LINSEED 0IL CRUSHERS.

CHOICE BULLS READY FOR SERVICE

No. 1—By a son of MAY ECHO SYLVIA. His two nearest dams (both Canadian champions),

average 35.62 Ibs. butter in seven days. Price $1,000.
No. 2—By a son of MAY ECHO SYLVIA. His two nearest dams (one a four-year-old), average

34.17 Ibs. butter in seven days. Price $600.
Some extra choice young bull calves from $200 to $1,000. We have sold 37 bulls this winter,

HIGHLAND LAKE FARMS
R.W. E. Burnaby, (Farm at Stop 55, Yonge Strzet Radial) Jefferson, Ont.

Cream Wanted

Ship your cream to us.
We pay all express

charges. We supply

Hospital for Insane, Hamilton, Ont.

ONLY THREE BULLS LEFT

more white than black, born May 1917, He is a grandson of Dutchland
dam is a half sister of the famous Toitilla of Riverside.
d December, 1917, of A. 1. R.O.P. dams.

APPLY TO SUPERINTENDENT.

(1) A splendid fellow,
Sir Mona, and his
(2) Born September an

cans. We remit daily.
We guarantee highest
market price.

Ontario Creameries, Limited
London, Ontario

SUMMER HILL HOLSTEINS

{ choicely-bred bulls. One a real show bull, beautifully marked, dam a
TChe three nearest dams average over

A number o bu ear
30.76 junior four-year-old; sire’s dam 34£.60. 1
100 Ibs. milk a day. Can sparea few good heifers.
D. C. FLATT & S()\ R.R.2,

HAMILTON, ONT.

HOLSTEINS

1 bull 2 years old; 1 bull 18 mos. old,
from a 234 lb. 3-year-old dam. One
bull 13 mos.; others younger.

R. M. Holtby, Port Perry, Ont.

SILVER

Present Offering — six
dams, indivic

ding

and see then

:ding two half-brothers of Toitilla of Riverside, former
W. Richardson, Caledonia, Ont

~ Riverside Holsteins

\Vrite or phone yvour wants to—J.

11 calves, sired by bulls with 34-1b. backing, and from tested
For fuller particulars and prices, write, or better come

J. MOGK & SON, R.R. 1, TAVISTOCK, ONTARIO

STREAM HOLSTEINS

want more.

WRITE THE

For Mil-li,ﬁBulter, Cl{ei:_se, Veal
Holstein Cows Stand Supreme

If you try just one animal you will very soon

HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN ASSOCIATION

W A. Clemons, - Secretary - St. George, Ont
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